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Metro water samples 
contain high metal 
levels, says Greenpeace 
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Jpepa unconstitutional, 
legal experts tell Senate 
in position papers 


Blackwater guards 
deliberately killed 
17, says Iraq probe 


Bribery raps vs Palace 
mar impeach-GiVA bid 


By Norman Bordadora 

and Christine O. Avendafio 

INA SPACE OF A LITTLE OVER A MONTH, 

a second major bribery allegation has bub- 

bled into the surface—this time involving a 

newly filed impeachment case against BALANCED 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. жы 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


EVEN A STAUNCH MALACANANG 
ally like Sen. Miriam Defensor Santia- 
go is convinced the impeachment 
complaint filed by private lawyer 
Roel Pulido is another ploy to shield 
President Macapagal-Arroyo from 
ouster moves by the opposition. 


Santiago does not see any differ- 
ence between the Pulido case and the 
so-called "sham" complaint filed by 
lawyer Oliver Lozano two years ago. 

Talking with reporters yesterday, 
Santiago said she expected Mala- 
cafiang to do the same thing annually 
until Ms Arroyo steps down from of- 
fice in 2010. 

*Malacafang will no longer be vul- 


nerable,” she said. "I imagine that 
Malacafiang will have a timetable ev- 
ery year where someone will file an 
impeachment complaint which will 
preclude the partisan complaint of 
the opposition." 

"That complaint will ... immunize 
her from any impeachment attempt 
for one whole year. Then they will file 
again in 2008, and another in 2009. 


Effectively, they will not be able to im- 
peach her.” 

Santiago said there was nothing 
wrong with this tactic because the 
Constitution clearly provided that on- 
ly one impeachment complaint could 
be filed against a President in one 
year. 

“This is a political tactic. All is fair 

MIRIAM SEES/ ALS 


LAGUNA Rep. Edgar San Luis: Yes to 
yoaonooc 


impeachment complaint. 


RP stocks hit record high 


Hackers 
attack Neda 
website 


By Riza T. Olchondra 
and Doris C. Dumlao 


NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON'T. 

The website of the National Eco- 
nomic and Development Authority 
(Neda) was found hacked on Sunday, 
enabling visitors to go to X-rated sites. 

Users saw nothing unusual about 
the front page and most of the pages 
bear until they go to the "Past Events" 
page inside the "Events" section. 

There, users were led to a screen 
that listed pornographic ads instead of 
events. 

Most of the “events” were dated 
9/29 (Sept. 29) and 9/30 (Sept. 30). 
Others included "Viagra Online Phar- 
macy,” “Order Viagra," "Cialis Online,” 
"Microbikini," 2Sex Maniac,” "Under- 
age Sex,” “Sexual Photos,” “Sex Party” 
and “Wild Sex.” 

HACKERS! AA 


SC orders Malacafiang 
to pay back rentals 
to 90-year-old woman 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
TARCILA MENDOZA'S BATTLE TO RE- 
claim her two-story wooden house and lot 
at 1440 Arlegui St. near Malacafiang that 
was seized by the guards of then President 
Ferdinand Marcos 32 years ago has finally 
ended. 

Ina decision issued on Oct. 4, the 
Supreme Court ruled that the property 
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ATRADER literally bites his tongue in front of 
Philippine shares soar to an all-time high notwit! 


PANO NAMAN 
MABABAYARAH 
ANG BINIGAY, 
NA PERWISYO? 


‘the electronic board of the Philippine Stock Exchange in Makati Cit 
standing a series of scandals rocking the Arroyo administration. 


‘Desperate’ protests top 
list of 27 online petitions 


By Rita M. Gerona-Adkins 
Contributor 


WASHINGTON DC—THE BREADTH AND 
spontaneity of protests against the insult to 
Filipino doctors in the Sept. 30 episode of 
“Desperate Housewives” made feasible by 
YouTube and the facility of online communi- 
cation have produced record-setting results. 
As of Friday (Saturday in Manila), a total 


om 


B’laan 


dreams in woven mats 


of 84,865 individuals have signed the on- 
line petition at http://wwwpetitionon- 
line.com/FIlABC/petition-html. 

The petition against the perceived racial 
slur topped the list of 27 online petitions, 
outranking protests against violence in 
Burma and the alleged killings by Blackwa- 
ter contract guards in Iraq. 

In the flurry of passionate, and even an- 
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Peso closes 
at 44.35 
to US dollar 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
and Doris C. Dumlao 


PHILIPPINE SHARES YES- 
terday soared to a record 
high amid a raly in US 
stocks, cuts in interest rates 
and the weakening of the 
dollar. 


‘The weak greenback pushed the peso 
to a seven-year high, prompting the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas to buy dol- 
lars in the market to temper the Philip- 
pine currency's abrupt appreciation. 

‘The peso has gained 10.5 percent so 
far this year against the US dollar and 
about 8 percent against the Chinese 
yuan, making it the second-best per- 
former in Asia behind the Indian rupee. 

“The peso closed at 44.35 to the dollar, 
up 40 centavos from Friday, its strongest 
performance since July 10, 2000. 

On the Philippine Stock Exchange 
(PSE), the benchmark PSE index 
(PSEi)—a barometer of investor confi- 
dence in the local economy—climbed 
97.59 points or 2.58 percent to 
3,873.50. The 30-company index has 
been posting gains the past six days. 

Value turnover hit P5.8 billion, with 
gainers outnumbering losers 76 to 38, 
while 53 stocks ended unchanged. 

Under the new method of comput- 
ing the PSEi, using the value of stocks 
based on prevailing marker prices 
times the number of outstanding 
shares, yesterday's closing level was 
the highest since 1990, according to 

RPSTOCKS/A4 


randma has simple, 
real recipes for peace 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


would take, the Jolo native was 
named one of the 10 recipients 


By Lina Sagaral Reyes 
Contributor 


(Editor's note: Following is the sec- 
ond of a two-part series—published 
to mark Indigenous People's Day, or 
Columbus Day, yes- 

terday—on attempts 

by women minorities 

to go back to their cultures in the 
midst of civil conflicts. The non- 
governmental groups Progressio and 
Lumah Ma Di Laut: Center for Living 
Traditions made possible this report.) 


MALAPATAN, SARANGANI—AMONG. 
the B'laan in Southern Mindanao, a 
handwoven mat spread on the ground 
orthe floor marks a sacred space. 
"When you tell your story on a 


B'laan mat, you must tell the truth 
and must speak of what is true, what 
is authentic,” says Rose Moranos 
Bantilan. 

She says that on these mats, the 
B'laan believe that the good spirits 

will join the com- 

muning human be- 

mithil ings But one must 

keep faith or it will not work, she 
adds. 

Mats like these are spread out, 
among other commonplace rituals, 
whenever and wherever Rose and 
leaders like her or tribal elders 
would come to mediate conflicts in 
the far-flung villages of Malapatan, 
Sarangani, in the past three years. 

‘Ata weaving center where mats of 
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in Sulu. 


NORMA ABDULLA: Goes extra mile for building peace 


THIS 77-YEAR-OLD RETIRED of 


home economics teacher has 
come up with simple and real 
recipes for peace in her trou- 
bled little town in Sulu. 

Wobbly from arthritis, Norma 
Abdulla was never fettered 
from helping couples resolve 
fights or calling the attention of 
authorities whenever there's 
trouble in her neighborhood: 

“Peace should start with solv- 
ing petty conflicts in the com- 
munity, especially in the family 
so it will not escalate into a full- 
blown clash фаг could involve 
the entire town,” Abdulla, con- 
vener of the first Muslim Wom- 
en Peace Advocates in Sulu, told 
the INQuinem on Friday. 

For going the extra mile, 
which not many people her age 


RON 


the annual Ulirang 
Nakatatanda awards by the 
nonprofit group, Coalition of 
Services of the Elderly Inc. 
(Cose). 

She received her award on 
Sunday, the culmination of the 
celebration of the Filipino El- 
derly Week led by the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment. 

In selecting the Tausug lead- 
er, Cose said Abdulla “is an icon 
of public service and dedica- 
tion, highly respected and well- 
loved" in her community in 
Barangay San Raymundo, Jolo. 

She was nominated by for- 
mer Sen. Santanina Rasul, a pi- 
опеег of the Mindanao-based 
Muslim Women Peace Advo- 
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legal experts tell Senate 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Jerome Aning 


WHAT’S INSIDE 


GRAFT RAPS 
filed vs JDV, son 
on NBN deal 

IM6 


VOTERS' LIST 
still contains 3M 
flying voters, says 
Comelec exec 


perts denounced the proposed 
Japan-Philippine 
Partnership Agreement (Jpepa) 
as unconstitutional. 

In separate position papers 
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als; it gave Japanese businesses 
the right to own land; and it as- 


modify tariffrates. 
Economic 
and had his position paper read 
by lawyer Roberto San Juan. 


formed in the future. 


the Senate by a two-thirds vote, 
the Jpepa cannot take effect. 
Interviewed by reporters, 


mittee, agreed after the hearing several constitutional grounds. 


that “Virtually, if we go by the 
objective analysis of these inde- dent, I am personally gods- 
experts, Jpepa is 


в DENR CAN'T oe 
stop operations of ега” 
mining firm in 
Sibuyan island 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE JAPAN-PHILIPPINES 
‘Economic Partnership Agreement 


JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION OF 


МИ 


with other countries that provide have first crack in supplying 
similar concessions, according to Japan's rising need for more care- 
a Japanese trade agency. 

In a report released yesterday, 
will bring benefits to the local Japan External Trade Organiza- 
economy, but the Senatemust act tion said that the agreement 
soon as Tokyo is forging pacts would allow the Philippines to search Hiroshi Yoneyama, who 


tional or not,” she went on. 


access for its agricultural prod- 
ucts like mangoes. 
Jetro Manila director for re- 


Auction Date: 
Oct. 24 - 27, 2007 
STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP 


inspection Dates: 


" deme 
02)984-6741 + (02)984-6753 * (02)984-0215/16 


Trucks & Equipment Financing available thru: 
ORIX METRO Leasing & Finance Corp. * Tel (02) 858-8888 
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Along with Santiago, Sena- 
tors Juan Ponce Enrile, Edgardo 
sumed the power that rests Angara and Manuel Roxas П 
TWO CONSTITUTIONAL EX- solely on Congress to set and who were at the hearing were 
“unanimous” in concluding that 
Feliciano was in Washington Јрера is unconstitutional. 
Santiago described Feliciano 
as “the most famous interna- 
Both experts said the treaty tional law expert for Asia and 
before the Senate foreign rela- also took away the govem- therefore in the world.” 
tions committee hearing yester- ments constitutional right to 


“In my personal view, when 
day, former Supreme Court As- 


form a national development Justice Feliciano says some- 

sociate Justice Florentino Feli- policy since government nego- thing, that is no longer debat- 

ciano and former dean of the tiators had given up certain able,” she said. 

University of the Philippines reservations on laws to be 

College of Law Merlin Magal- 

lona said the treaty violated 

constitutional safeguards on 

national patrimony. 
Administration Sen. Miriam. 


Roxas, chair of the Senate trade 
and commerce committee, said af- 
Unlessthetreatyisratified by ter five hearings the government 
has yet to show the country's gains 
and losses from the treaty. 
"It's possible that we will rec- 
Defensor-Santiago, chair of the Santiago conceded that Jpepa ommend that it be renegotiat- 
/А5 Senate foreign relations com- could be unconstitutional оп ed,” he told reporters. 
It was the Senate foreign re- 
"As a constitutional law stu- lations committees fifth and 
penultimate hearing yesterday. 
macked by what the imminent The government and the oppo- 
constitutional law experts have sition groups have been given 
The two experts said the said. They were very strong in until Oct. 23 to submit all their 
Јрера violated the Constitution their view that the Јрера is un- position papers. 
because it gave the Japanese constitutional. That is the most 


Former senator Wigberto Tafia- 
the right to exploit the country’s fundamental priority of all 


da, lead convenor of the Free 
marine resources when this is these hearings: is it constitu- Trade Alliance, was among those 


ГАТ exclusively for Filipino nation- who argued against the pact. 


Japan agency defends pact, cites benefits 


prepared the report, said Japan's 

aging population would require 

givers, as well as ensure market more foreign nurses and care- 
givers. 

Citing data from Japan's Min- 

istry of Health, Yoneyama said 

that, by 2014, Japan would need | state. 
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By Jocelyn R. Uy 


at least 1.56 million 
mures and care- 
givers. This means 
that Japan would 
need to recruit at 
least 400,000 more 


‘Adding pressure to 
therisingdemand for | alive. 
health workers are 
the rising job offers 
from industrial sec- 
tors, he said. 

In Japan, most 
care facilities for the 
aged are having diffi- 
culty hiring new em- 
ployees, he said. 

“To reduce the high 
tumover ratio in those 
facilities, the Japanese 
goverment is plan- 
ning to raise the salary 
of caregivers” he 
added. 

And even then if 
working conditions 
were improved, 
there may still be a 
shortage of care- 
givers, he said. 


mother. 


respirator to 


FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH 
Estrada refuses to give up on 24. 
his mother, 102-year-old Mary 

Ejercito, who is in a comatose Sept. 9 а few days before re- 


“My conscience 
take it so I've decided to leave 
everything in the hands of to allow him to stay in the 
God. My brothers and sisters hospital for at least three 
agree with me,” said Estrada days so he could spend тоге 
ina phone interview. 

The Sandiganbayan's Spe- 
cial Division yesterday grant- usual 10-hour court pass. 
ed the former President, who 
was convicted on two counts again request the antigraft 
of plunder last Sept. 12,a 10- court to allow him to visit his 
hour court pass to visit his mother at least twi 


This is his fourth visit since 
Doña Mary was confined at would allow me to sleep here 
the San Juan Medical Center 
on Aug. 10 due to pneumonia 
and hypertension. Her condi- happen to my mother,” he 
tion gradually deteriorated said. 

and she is now hooked up toa 
help her still hoping fora miracle. 


este d 


— 


m 


FORMER President Joseph Estrada visits his ailing mother, 
Mary Ejercito, at the San Juan Medical Center Monday, aures 


Erap on mom: I : 
leave everything ' 
in God's hands .. 


breathe. 8 


The first time Estrada visit- 
ed his mother was on Aug. 
He sought her blessing on 


ceiving the guilty verdict on 


The doctors have given his six-year-old plunder case. 
Estrada the authority to de- 
cide on his ailing mother’s other daylight pass on Sept. 
fate, but the deposed leader 29 after family physician Dr. 
yesterday remained firm on Lorenzo Hocson warned that 
his earlier decision: He won't Doña Mary's condition had 
people. pull the plug of the machines 
which are keeping his mother tion. 


The court granted him an- 


worsened due to an infec- 
The ousted leader, through 


cannot his lawyers, last week plead- 
ed before the antigraft court 


time with his mother. But the 
court only granted him the 


Estrada said he would 
a week 
given her unstable condition. 

“I hope the Sandiganbayan 
[in the hospital in my next 


visit] because anything can 


Estrada added that he was 


Gonzalez now back home, 
eyes return to DOJ post 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL GONZALEZ, 
who was discharged from the National Kid- 
ney and Transplant Institute yesterday after 
receiving a new kidney from his driver three 
‘weeks ago, said he intends to go back to the 
Department of Justice by December at the 
latest and has the President's backing. 

The 76-year-old Gonzalez was allowed 
to return home to recuperate and get his 
strength back following his transplant, and 
he seems to be well on his way to recovery, 
according to NKTI director Enrique Ona. 

Gonzalez himself said he was feeling bet- 
ter, although he has to be isolated at home 
to ensure he would not catch any illness. 
He said his visitors would have to wear a 
face mask when seeing him. 

“Tes exciting to have а new Ше... I'm 
looking forward to going back,” he said ina 

, 


phone interview. 

He added that he was ready to face even 
his detractors. 

Gonzalez said President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo shares the sentiment that it would be 
good for him to work, even though his fam- 
ily would rather have him rest. 

He said the President, who visited him at 
the NKTI before she left for the United 
States, believes that it would not be good 
for him to stop working considering his 
lifestyle before he underwent the trans- 
plant. “She thinks that if retire, due to my 
active lifestyle, it might not be good for 
me,” he said, 

He also said the President was keeping 
the position of Justice Secretary open for 
him despite overtures from people who 
want his job. Solicitor General Agnes De- 
vanadera is the acting justice secretary 
while Gonzalez is on leave. 
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. THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE —had over 1 billion people li- way, with one in three Chinese Among the region's 55 deve- 2000 with the aim of alleviating 
UN: Drive living in extreme poverty inthe ving on less than $1 day in living in poverty in 1990, com- loping countries, only half had poverty, disease and hunger 
Asia-Pacific region is likely to 1990, but that number has now pared to one in 10 today, there- made their data available, the around the world. 
be cut in half by 2015, but dropped to 641 million, accor- portsaid report said. The biggest failures, the re- 
VS poverty progress in other development ding to the latest estimates ina "But other countries were lag- Тһе region is also on course port said, were in reducing 
Zoals is uneven, according to joint report released yesterday ging behind, among them the to attain universal education child mortality, improving nu- 


experts. by the Asian Development Bank Philippines, India, Bangladesh, and achieve gender parity іп trition and maternal health and 


. A 
in Asia on The region—home to 60 per- and UN agencies. Pakistan and Sri Lanka, there. schools by 2015, the target set providing safe drinking water 
cent of the world’s population China made thebiggesthead- port showed. at a summit of global leaders in and sanitation facilities. АР 
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Who ! want to meet: 


People with the energy and enthusiasm for doing business. Experlenced 
as well as new entrepreneurs who strongly value time and money. People 
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no transaction fees when withdrawing from other banks' ATMs and no 
maintaining balance requirements. 


If you fit the bill, give me a call. Or better yet, visit my branch at Ground 
Floor, Insular Life Building, General Luna Street, lloilo City. 
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Facial Care Centre has proven their worth. To this day, they have remained the most trusted skin centre by 
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for anything less than she deserves. For skincare, Kris trusts only Facial Care. 
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RP stocks hit record high; peso closes 44.35 to $ 


From page Al needs more dollars to buy the 


same amount of pesos. 
the PSE research department. 


But the level yesterday was 385 Strong peso not BSP policy 
still the highest even if it was “A strong peso is not the BSP 
based on the old price weighted policy. Our policy has always 
index method before 1990. 7 been and will continue to be 


for a market-determined ex- 
Incredible breakout change rate, with occasional 
“It was an incredible break- scope for official action on our 
out,” said Jose Vistan of re- part to smoothen excessive 
search director at AB Capital volatilities in the exchange 
Securities. rate. This we do whether the 
“Te seemed like the local mar- rate is going up or going 
Ketreacted more favorably than down,” BSP Governor Amando 
е Dow did after the US jobs Tetangco Jr. said. 
data for September came out, A trader in Manila said the 
“That's because foreign funds 


BSP “started (intervening) at 
are coming into emerging mar- 44.50 and then down at 44.38, 
kets, It sent a message that the 


trying to temper the abrupt ap- 
coast is clear—with recession preciation of the peso [yester- 
concerns [in the US] not as bad t E day]." 


as originally thought," Vistan ^if they allow the 44.35 or 
said. ў 44.30 levels to be broken, we 
Brokerage firm Campos, 3 А а will see 44," he said, 

Lanuza and Co. Inc. noted that bruts Aa H ч Joseph Roxas, president of 
stock indices in Jakarta, Singa- Eagle Equities Inc, said the 
pore, Hong Kong, Shanghai and stock market was taking its cue 
Shenzhen also reached histori- from Wall Street after the latest. 
cal highs yesterday. (See story US jobs data pointed to revi- 
in Business, Page B1.) sions in August, 

Dealers said expectations “Instead of a decline, jobs ac- 
that brisk consumer spending tually grew in August and con- 
would keep Philippine econom- tinued to grow in September. 
ic growth at a heady pace also This sent the message that the 
lifted share prices. US was not headed for a reces- 

But they warned that with : sion," he said. 
the market up 18 percent since i$ The US economy added 
the middle of September, in- 110,000 jobs in September, 
vestors are likely to cash in stronger than the 100,000 that 
gains soon. Г analysts were projecting. 

Revised figures for August also 
Interest rate cut showed a gain of 89,000 jobs, a 

The BSP's fresh interest rate reversal from the earlier estimate 

cut coupled with an upbeat eco- 


son Monday, but ofa loss of 4,000 US jobs. 
nomic outlook drew in more the dollar headed lower after a solid US jobs report failed to dampen expectations for a further cut in the US interests rates. mues А recession in the world's 


foreign funds to the local stock largest economy and the coun- 
market, according to analysts. higher interest rates, often ex- the overnight borrowing and er-riskinvestmentslikestocks. the dollar along the way бис пуз biggest trade partner could 
А weak sentiment on the US pose the lenders to higher 7.75 percent for the overnight Remittances from overseas the trend wasstillforastrong send financial markets tum- 
dollar, anchored on expecta- creditrisks. lending—have dropped to their workers, which came in during peso. bling and global economies on a 
tions that the US Federal Re- “Because of the BSP cut inin- lowest levels in 15 years. the weekend, also contributed Ata forum with exporters last tailspin. 
serve might cut interest rates terest rates, there was room to Just when investors thought to the peso rally said Roland week, the BSP said the peso “We have been expecting 
some more, also provided sup- upgrade investors’ outlook on that valuations in the stock Avante, Chinatrust Commercial would remain strong against market weakness last week but 
port to the peso and to other the equity markets,” said Banco market were becoming expen- Bank Philippines treasurer. the US dollar, whether ех havebeen met only with market 
Asian currencies. de Ого-ЕРСІ Bank chief strate- sive, the BSP cut providedsome Тһе thin corporate demand porters like it or not, but disad- strength. At this point, the mar- 
The dollars recent weakness gist Jonathan Ravelas. more room for stock prices to зо for dollars also gave the peso а vantaged sectors could tap a ket must show a healthy correc- 
was sparked by.concerns about The BSP lastweek reduced its up, Ravelas said. strong momentum, Avante wide array of hedging tools to tion in order to show signs of 
how the subprime mortgage cri- benchmark interest rates by 25 E said. reduce their foreign exchange sustainability,” Campos, Lanuza 
sis would affect the US econo- percentage points, easing its Remittances, IPOs “The IPOs (initial public of- risks. and Со. seid 
my, which prompted the Feder- monetary policy for ће second А downtrend in interest ferings) slated in the next few Aside from the exporters ^ Philippine Long Distance 
al Reserve's half-point rate cut time this year, given a benign rates favors the stock market as months will even bring addi- whose earnings are reduced Telephone Co. led gainers, ris- 
on Sept. 18. inflation outlook and following іс encourages a shift in in- tional dollars and we might see whenever the dollar weakens, ing 5.3 percent to a new record 
Subprime loans refer to bor- the US Federal Reserve's earlier vestors' preference from а breach of 44:$1 even before families of overseas Filipino finish of P3,265. Rival Globe 
rowings by people with blem- 50-basis point cut. fixed-income instruments like October is over,” he said. workers and the tourism sector ‘Telecoms Inc. gained 3.1 per- 
ished or limited credit histo. The BSP benchmark bank deposits and bonds to Avante said there might be are among those adversely af- cent to P1,670. With reports 
ries. The loans, which carry rates—now at 5.75 percent for higher-yielding although high- some corrections favoring fected by a strong peso. One from AFR Reuters and AP 


Hackers attack Neda website ‘Desperate’ protests top 
= шту ere ee list of 27 online petitions 


‘The drug for erectile dysfunc- P200-million bribe by then through the front page. 
tion triggered jokes that the Commission on Elections Chair Santos declined to comment 
high growth rate registered by Benjamin Abalos Sr in ex- onthe defacement. From page Al of this program will not include ranks second to India as the top 
the country’s gross domestic change for his endorsement of Neda later dismissed reports this offensive scene,”hesaid. supplier of doctors fulfilling 
product (GDP) could be pow- the proposal of China's ZTE that its website had been gry comments circulated Despite the brief apology the demand in the United 
ered by Viagra. Corp. hacked and turned into a through e-mail, letters, phone from ABC and assurances that States, and outranks all other 
GDB the value of goods pro- Abalos denied the allegation pornographic site. calls and online petitions, the the network would remove the countries in supply of dentists 
duced and services rendered in of Neri, the director general of disparaging remark about controversial scene from future and nurses. 
the country, grew 7.5 percent Neda until July, but the former Abused Philippine medical schools, al- broadcasts and DVD editions, Rules and procedures may 
in the second quarter, ће high- resigned as Comelec chair on However, the agency admit- Бей made through a fictitious the INquiner reported that a have been changed, but there is 
est annual growth rate in 21 Oct. 1. ted an “abuse” of a certain area television character, raised a group of Filipino-American doc- stilla constant need to increase 
years. ТТЕ bagged the contract on where public postings were al- sense of irony from some ob- tors were planning to filea class the underserved populations in 
Clicking on the linksled toei- April 21, but President Macapa- lowed and unmoderated, al- servers. action suit against the network. America’s rural areas, as well as 
ther pornographic pictures ora gal-Arroyo was forced to cancel lowing someone to play a dirty “Filipino doctors with train- : the burgeoning urban areas, 
dead link that says the request the deal on Oct. 2 following the joke. ing from Philippine medical Largest audience plus the need to fill the supply 
could not be processed. allegations of bribery and over- Dai Pabellon, Neda assis- schools have for so long sup- The controversial scene had of medical and paramedical 
A Neda staff said the "Past pricing that also linked herhus- tant director general, said the plied health care throughout the character Susan, played by personnel in the war fronts of 
Events” page might not have band. abuse happened in the portion the US, without which the bulk actress Teri Hatcher, asking her Iraq and Afghanistan. 
been checked recently by IT The Supreme Court earlieris- ofthe website where the public and quality of medicalcarehere doctor: “OK, before we go any 
personnel because it was not sued a temporary restraining was allowed to freely post an- would not be easily main- further, can I check those diplo- Centers of excellence 
updated as often as the other order on the NBN project. nouncement of events. tained,” said Dr Alex Fangonil, mas? Because I would just like Аз to the question of quality 
pages. But he said his staff had al- immediate past president of the to make sure they are not from of Philippine medical schools, 
: Back to normal ready removed the indecentda- umbrella organization Associa- some med school in the Philip- according to the International 
Bribery offer Yesterday morning, Neda ta parked on the “Events” por- tion of Philippine Physicians in pines.” Medical Education Quarterly 
‘The hacking oftheNedaweb- Director General Augusto San- tion of the website. ‘America (Appa) and urologist Тһе Sept. 30 premiere show- Vol. 1, No. 2 Summer 2003, 
site came a week after the con- tos told the INQUIRER that he “It's something free and ev- in the metropolitan Washington ing of the fall drama-comedy se- “medical schools in the Philip- 
troversy surrounding the $329- would ask his staff about the erybody can use it. Even an ele- area. ries raked in an average of 19 pines have been the source of a 
million contract for the Nation- hacking. mentary student can post there “Ofcourse, there isstill preju- million viewers, the series’ large number of physicians who 
al Broadband Network project ^ Later in the afternoon, he because it’s very user-friendly,” dice out there,” he added, ac- largestever audience, topping соте to the United States for 
peaked, said the staffhad fixed the prob- Pabellon said. knowledging the comment as other television favorites witha graduate medical education 
On Sept. 26, Romulo Neri dis- lem. True enough, the events $ an insult. very wide margin, according to and the practice of medicine.” 
Automatic posting banned O the Nielsen report. The publication further 
Neda never thought of Harvard and the Filipino The comment impugning the notes: “Currently, there are 32 
Corrections screening the items posted by Of further interest, especially quality of medical schools in the Philippine medical schools list- 
A the public in the past, Pabellon to ABC and its search for dra- Philippines and, in effect, the ed in the International Medical 
IN THE ОСТ. 7 ISSUE, an obituary on Page Al5—"Conrado | said, because it was not com- matic diversity materials, is the abilities of Philippine-trained Education Directory (Imed), 30 
Dayrit, Dr. Coconut; 88"—misstated that the late Conrado | pelled to doso. Butnow,hesaid fact that Harvard University’s physicians practicing in the of which are operating and two 
Dayrit had five sons and one daughter. Dayrit had seven sons | the agency would no longer al- Medical School was first inte- United States, was viewed as of which are closed. Three of 
and one daughter, namely: Manuel, Conrado Ш, Fabian, Ed- | Jow automatic posting. grated іп 1937 by a Filipino, Dr. uninformed, derogatory or the currently operating medical 
aa rm "We trusted people because Fe del Mundo, who, asascholar racist by Filipino-American ad- schools have been identified by 
2 it’s for their own convenience. admitted to the prestigious vocacy organizations and indi- the Philippine Commission on 
IN THE OCT. 8 ISSUE, an article on Page A6—"Bro. Eddie | They could announce events medical school for some gradu- МА wall sa bythe Philip- Higher HER See of 
dares gov't not to suppress truth"—erroneously attributed to | there, but this was abused. ate courses, forgot to remind pine Embassy and its consular Excellence’ and one as a ‘Center 
Chief Justice Reynato Puno the quote : “Nasira na ang | some people can really be im- the then all-male department offices, and government offi- of Development’ based on their 
pagkakaisa ng Kongreso at ng Senado. But I believe hindi nila | mature,” he said. such irrelevancy as the fact that cials in the Philippines. track record, performance in 
Gudiciary) tayo pababayaan” ‘The statement was made by No- But he gave assurance of по she is female. x the licensure examination and 
жырла тыша. breach of security on the web- Јол Melegrito, communica- RPNo.2supplierof MDs excellent faculty.” 
ye fa * i site unlike the hacking that hit tions director of the National According to the American The Centers of Excellence are 
Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing government websites abroad, Federation of Filipino American Physicians Association (APA), at the University of the РИЙ 
to the Day Рей, Phiippine Daily guies, PDI Building, Chino Roces | including those in the United Associations (Naffaa), on Fri- based on Census 2005, there pines, University of Santo 
address: daydesk@inquirercom.ph. — $ States in the past. ‘day said that ABC had takenim- меге 19,000 Philippine-trained Tomas and the Cebu Institute of 
Complaints about lack of faimess or abjectiviy may be sent о loma | Asked whether Neda could mediate steps to wipe out the practicing physicians in the Medicine. The Center of Devel- 
Wd ED eig эү ene а track the culprit, Pabellon said offending scene from all DVD United States. opment is at Xavier University. 
umber is 897-8808 Local 342.” Р the matter was under investiga- editions and  rebroadcasts. А study made by APA also (The writer is based in Wash- 
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REVELATION BY POLL EXEC 


‘Voters’ list still has 3M flying voters’ 


By Beverly T. Natividad 


SOME THREE MILLION FLYING VOTERS 
still mar the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec) voters’ list with less than a 
month to go till the barangay and Sanggu- 
niang Kabataan (SK) polls, according to a 
ranking official of the Comelec. 

‘Amid debates in Congress on whether the 
village elections should be held at the end 
of the month, the Comelec official, spea- 
king on condition of anonymity, said the 
poll body had not been able to rid its voters’ 
list of flying voters due to time constraints. 

‘An analysis of voters data showed that 
there are about 3 million double and multi- 
ple registrants or flying voters in the list, the 
official said. This happens when voters 
transfer residences or when voters inten- 
tionally register in many precincts. 

“The truth is hindi na kami nakapag-de- 
activate ng mga registered voters [double 
and multiple registrants} kasi kulang na 
kami sa panahon (The truth is, we weren't 
able to deactivate registered voters be- 
cause we didn't have enough time),” the 
official said. 

He said records of the Comelec’s Election 
Barangay Affairs Department (Ebad) 
showed that there are around 51 million 
registered voters for the coming Oct. 29 
polls, a big discrepancy from the expected 
turnout for the barangay and SK elections. 

‘The official explained that the registered 
voters in the local and congressional elec- 
tions last May 2007 was pegged at 45 mil- 
lion. With 3 million new registrants, the ex- 
pected turnout for the barangay and SK 
polls should total only 48 million voters. 

‘Acting Comelec chair Resurreccion Borra 
neither confirmed nor denied the existence 
of flying voters in the present voters’ list, 
saying he did not want to "mislead the pub- 
lic with wrong information. 

In an interview with the INQUIRER yester- 
day, Borra said "nothing has been elevated 
to [his] level yet." 

He added that the Comelec's Information. 
and Technology department handles the list 
of voters. 

According to the IT department, their de. 
tailed records of voters, which consist of the 
backup list of all election officers, was just 
60 percent complete. 
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Fly from Manila to China for just 


“Shanghai, Xiamen, 
Guangzhou or 


Macau! 


3D / 2N Fun Tour packages with round trip fare for as low as: 


Php 4,748 Macau or Xiamen 
Php 5,788 Shanghai or Guangzhou 


Seat Sale Period: October 9 - 15, 2007 


Travel Period: November 1, 2007 - January 31, 2008 


Promo is non-refundable 


"International fuel and insurance surcharges for China routes range from USD 30 to USD 44. 


CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM 


Call (02) 70-20-888 ог visit the travel agent nearest you. 


“опе way taes/vice versa - Limited seats - Fares may not be available on all days and fights - Fares and packages are exclusive of 
applicable lees, taxes and surcharges. " v 2 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bldg. 1650 San Marcelino 
сог, General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Nolice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application/s for Allen Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
Company/Employer 


Мате of Foreign Position 


National/Citizenship 


PACIFIC GOODWILL BUSINESS 
CONSULTING INC. 

Unit 15-0 Ramon Magsaysay Center, 
1680 Roxas Ві, 

Malate, Manila 


Keun Uk Lim 
Korean 


Manager 


PACIFIC GOODWILL BUSINESS 
CONSULTING INC. 

Unit 15-0 Ramon Magsaysay Center, 
1680 Roxas Blvd.. 

Malale, Manila 


Ginyun Lee 
(мо Gu) 
Korean 


Assistant Manager 


WISEMEN TRAVEL & TOURS 
CONSULTANCY 

1234 Bambang St., 

Tondo, Manila 


Seung Ho Oh 


Operation Manager 
Korean 


CIRCUS BAKED DELIGHTS 
вв Eugenio St. 

Sarmiento Vilage, Tandang Sora, 
Quezon Су 


Frank Sylvain 
Меш 
French 


Sales Executive 


COACH INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS SIMPLIFICATION INC. 
8M Concho Gonzales Bldg. 

Ате St, Legaspi Vilage 

Makati Су 


James Peter 
Nicholis 
New Zealand 


Technical 
Consultant 


PHILIPPINE HSKENT INC. 
2815-8 Doang Hari St, 
‘United I Subd, 

Paranaque Cily 


Soojin Lee 


General Manager 
Korean 


INTERNATIONAL TRAINING & 
INNOVATION CONSULTING, INC. 
10IF IBM Plaza, Eastwood City, 
bis, Quezon City 


Angelica Dawn 
Driskelt 
American 


Corporate Business 
Trainer 


ТАВ! MINING CORPORATION 
Unit 1206 Security Bank Cente, 
5776 Ayala Ave. 

Макай Ciy 


Leyuan Liang 
Chinese 


Adminisraton 
Manager 


TARLI MINING CORPORATION 
Unt 1206 Security Bank Cente, 
5776 Ayala Ave., 

Makati Chy 


Jing Zhang 
Chinese 


Accounting 
Manager 


TARLII MINING CORPORATION 
Unit 1206 Security Bank Centr, 
6776 Ayala Ave., 

Makati Ciy 


Jie Mi 
Chinese 


Project Manager 


TARLII MINING CORPORATION 
Unit 1206 Secunty Bank Cente, 
6776 Ayala Ave. 

Makati City 


Commercial 
Manager 


LINK2SUPPORT, INC. 
SIF Techno Plaza One Bldg., 
Orchard Road, Eastwood, 
Libis, Quezon City 


Youngkug Son 
Korean 


Korean Product 
Support Spocialst 


BROOKSLAKE GARMENT 
MFG. CORP. 

Block C, #9 Porong Road, 
Brgy. Punturin, 

Valenzuela Cily 


Yan Zhang 
Chinese 


Finance Manager 
for Overseas 
Export 


EAGLE'S FORTUNE, 
INCORPORATED 

No. 625 Barcelona 51, 
Tondo, Manila 


Лао Wang 
Chinese 


Supervisor 


EAGLE'S FORTUNE, 
INCORPORATED 

No. 625 Barcelona St, 
Tondo, Manila 


Dongjng Cal 


Operation Manager 
Chinese 


KOMAX TRANS & TOURS INC. 
Roma Стра, In 

Dr. A. Santos Ave, 

Paranaque City 


Infwa You 
wife of Kim) 
Korean 


Tour Operator 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
ZUIF Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Макай City 


Qingzhu Meng 


Chinese-Language 
Chinese 


Sports Trader 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
ZW Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Avo., Makati City 


Chee Ной Teo 


Chinese-Language 
Malaysian 


Sports Trader 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
2UF Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Makati City 


Edy Susanto 


CChinese-Language 
Indonesian 


Sports Trader 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
ФП Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Макай City 


Siwan Тје 
Indonesian 


CChinese-Language 
Sports Trader 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
ФИР Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Makati City 


Nikko Novius 


CChinese-Language 
Indonesian 


Spots Trader 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
2MF Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Makati Chy 


Qlanhong Meng 
Chinese 


Chinose-Language 
Customer Service 
Oficer 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
"IF Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Makati Cty 


AWe 
Indonesian 


Chinese-Language 
Spots Trader 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL, LTD. 
Т\Р Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
Ayala Ave., Makati Chy 


Chia Mei Lee 
Malaysian 


Chinese-Language 
Customer Service 
Officer 


175 SCIENCE PHILS., INC. 
No. 3434.C C. Raymundo Ave., 
Rosario, Pasig Chy 


Huan Klen Keng 


Head Operations 
Malaysian 


Manager 


SHARP ( PHILS) 
‘CORPORATION 

Km. 23 West Service Rd., 
South Superhighway, 
Alabang, Muntinpa Cy 


Kaori Sugano 
Japanese 


Asst. Manager, 
PSiMarketing 
Division 


DREAMPHIL SERVICES 
INCORPORATED 

Unit 21K, Pearl of the Orlent Tower, 
1240 Roxas Blvd., 

Ermia, Manta 


General Project 
Manager 


DENCOM CONSULTANCY AND 
MANPOWER SERVICES 

Unit 3102 Ciyland Pasong Tamo Tower, 
2210 Don Chino Roces Ave.. 

Makati Chy 


Kazuhiko Sawano 
Japanese 


Japanese 
Producton Сотко! 
Specialist UPCS) 


EAGLE'S FORTUNE, 
INCORPORATED 
No. 625 Barcelona St 
Tondo, Manila 


Weihuang Cal 


онаша Manage 
Chinese " 


I you have any Informationtobjecton to the above-mentioned sppleatonis pase 
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FORMER first lady Imelda Marcos at her apartment in Makati: Ihave 
nothing to be ashamed of. 
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yoy hear better. 
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Imelda: No 
regrets, 
no shame 


By Karl Wilson 1986 and flown into exile with 
her husband and family she felt 
no bitterness. 

“1 remember it well,” she 


says. 


IMELDA MARCOS GLIDES 
across the highly polished 
wooden floor of her modest 
apartment with a carefully 
manicured hand outstretched, 
and apologizes for being late. 

At 78, the former first lady of 
the Philippines still carries her- 
self with the style and grace that 
once captivated world leaders 
from the Kremlin to the White 
House. 

The eyes sparkle and a quick 
scan of her face shows not a 
wrinkle or line despite her 
years. 

Imelda points out that the 
dress she is wearing is made 
from cloth that cost P150 and 
on her feet are a modest pair of 
slippers priced at around P200. 

"And no, I dont have a 
wardrobe full of shoes," she 
says, referring to the 1,000-plus 
pairs of shoes left behind when 
the Marcoses were forced into 
exile 21 years ago as a million 
people took to the streets de- 
manding an end to the excesses 
and calling for a new start. 

Imelda says she has no re- 
grets. 

“I know what people have 
said about the Marcoses and 
about the billions of dollars sup- 
posedly taken out of the coun- 
try,” she says. 

“But here we are 21 years on 
and where is it all? Not here,” 
she says, looking around a room 
filled with mementos of anoth- 
ertime and another place. 

Her 34th-floor apartment in 
Makati commands sweeping 
views of the city she once 
presided over as governor. 

On the walls of the cream- 
colored sitting room hang nu- 
merous paintings including a 
Picasso. Across the room sits а 
life-sized bust of her husband 
Ferdinand Marcos, who died 
while in exile in Hawaii in 
1989. Above it in a glass case 
are his medals collected during 
his years as a resistance fighter 
against the Japanese during 
World War II, some of which 
have been disputed. 

Famed photos of the first cou- 
ple with some of the world’s 
most powerful leaders of the 
late 20th century vie for space 
with books on art, architecture 
and the Philippines on the cof 
fee tables, chairs and piano. 


No betrayal 

“The US ambassador Stephen 
Bosworth called Ferdinand and 
asked if we were ready to leave. 
the palace. None of us was pre- 
pared. Two helicopters circled 
Malacafiang Park just across the 
river from the palace. It was 
night and they had no lights. 

"Did we feel betrayal? No. Fer- 
dinand believed in America. He 
believed in freedom, justice and 
democracy until the day he died." 

Imelda laughs at the sugges- 
tion she flew out with crates of 
gold, jewelry and art treasures. 

"I had my two daughters, 
Irene and Imee, milk and dia- 
pers for their children, All Mar- 
cos took was the flag and his 
proclamation as president. He 
was realistic.” 

“I have nothing to hide and I 
have nothing to be ashamed of," 
she said 

"Everything 1 did—whether it 
was building shelters for the poor, 
hospitals, roads or just trying to 
make places more beautiful by 
planting trees— did it for the Fil- 
pino people. Not for Imelda. 

‘To many of her critics, how- 
ever, she will always be associ- 
ated with a kleptocracy that 
bled the Philippines dry. 

Even the Presidential Com- 
mission on Good Government 
(PCGG) set up in 1986 to recov- 
er the hidden Marcos wealth 
cannot say with any degree of. 
certainty just how much was si- 
phoned off. Figures range from 
$2 billion to $10 billion. 

The late Науйее Yorac, a for- 
mer head of the PCGG, once 
told Agence France Presse in ап 
interview that no one really 
knows how much was taken. 
She said many of the case notes 
and files had "simply disap- 
peared" over the years. 

The most that has been re- 
covered in the 21 years the 
PCGG has been in existence was. 
during Yorac’s watch, when 
$683 million was found hidden 
in a Swiss bank account owned 
by Marcos. 

None of the so-called Marcos 
cronies lost anything and most 
of them have seen their busi- 
nesses flourish in the years since 
Marcos was thrown out—a fact 
that has not been lost on Imelda 
ог her three grown children, 
who are now asking for some of 
the money back. 

“You know, there were 901 
cases filed against the Mar- 
coses. Today we have less than 
80 left. Not one of them has 
been successful either here or 
abroad.” 

“Time will tell whether the 
Marcoses were crooks or not. 
My conscience is clear. None of 
the cases filed against me has 
stood up in court.” 

Imelda leans across a coffee 
table and retrieves а Christie's 
catalogue from 1992 relating to 
the sale of more than 180 paint- 
ings the Marcoses had collected 


and put on display 
in the national art 
gallery in Manila, 

“all of them, in- 
cluding some of the 
old masters, went 
for $5 million," she 
says. "Marcos' silver 
collection went the 
same year for the 
same price. I know 
one piece alone was 
worth that much. 

"The paintings 
and silver were giv- 
en away. So who are 
the thieves?” 

“Look at me. Am T 
dripping with dia- 
monds and gold? Of 
course not. That 
was all taken from 
me. I dress modestly 
and yes, I like shoes. 
What woman 
doesn’t? AFP 


Comparisons 

At the time, the US media 
drew comparisons with the as- 
sassinated John F Kennedy and 
his wife Jackie, dubbing the 
Marcoses the “Kennedys of 
Asia” 

Imelda smiles at the compari- 
son, saying: “You know Jackie 
and Iwere both born in 1929.” 

Asked if she would have 
changed anything, Imelda says: 
“Yes, I would have changed the 
country’s name. Why should 
this country carry the name ofa 
Spanish king who died of 
syphilis?” 

Even when she was bundled 
aboard a US military helicopter 
on that night back in February 
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By Nikko Dizon 


SANGLEY POINT, САМТЕ 
Gity—Bight months pregnant 
with their first child, Marilou 
Peralta said she lost “the center” 
of her life after her husband Ru- 
el, a Navy Seal, was killed along 
with three other comrades in an 
encounter with alleged Abu 
Sayyaf members in Lanjil Is- 
land, Basilan, last week. 

“My life revolved around him. 
He was the center of my life,” Per- 
alta, a 29-year-old teacher, tear- 
fully said in Filipino. 

The irony that the first time 
she and Ruel were at the La 
Naval Church at the Naval Base 
for their wedding last June was 
not lost on Marilou. 

“This is our second time at 
this church but he's there,” Mar- 
ilou said, looking at her hus- 
band's coffin. 

She promised Ruel she will 
take good care of his "junior" after 
an ultrasound test showed that 
they were having a baby boy. 

And one day, too, Marilou 
will certainly show their son a 
little gold medal awarded to his 
father, to remind him of his 


highest 


fense 


Teachers rap 
cop dispersal 


By Allison W. Lopez 


A GROUP OF TEACHERS YESTERDAY 
gave failing marks to Manila cops who al- 
legedly manhandled some of their mem- 
bers during a forced rally dispersal on 
World Teacher's Day last week. 

“I felt I was raped. I was really angry af- 
ter that incident... we didn't expect the po- 
lice to be so rude to us on World Teacher's 
Day itself,” said public-school teacher Jane 
Farinas, who cried while narrating how she 
and other educators were broken up by 
Station 5 police led by Supt. Rogelio "Jojo" 
Rosales. 

‘As evidenced by pictures and footage 
taken by mediamen, part of Farinas’ 
breasts were indecently exposed after a 
“tug-of-war” between cops and the Action. 
and Solidarity for the Empowerment of 
Teachers (Assert), which marked the 
World Teacher's Day with a protest at Plaza 
Salamanca along T.M. Kalaw and Taft Av- 
enue on Friday. 

Some 300 of its members from the Nation- 
al Capital Region and Central Luzon were 
forcibly dispersed while holding a program 
around noon despite an apparent endorse- 
ment from Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim to rally. 

Rosales, however, told the INQUIRER that 
it was the rallyists who became “physical” 
first. 
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‘Tuesday, October 9, 2007 

27th Week in Ordinary Time 
Denis and Companions / John Leonardi 
Ist Reading: Jon3:1-10 
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 

As Jesus and his disciples were on their 
way, he entered a village and a woman called 
Martha welcomed him to her house. She had 
a sister named Mary who sat down at the 
Lord's feet to listen to his words. Martha, 
meanwhile, was busy with all the serving and 
finally she said, “Lord, don’t you care that my 
sister has left me to do all the serving?" 

But the Lord answered, “Martha, Martha, 
you worry and are troubled about many 
things, whereas only one thing is needed. 
Mary has chosen the better part, and it will 
not be taken away from her." 

‘Commentary 

‘Again Jonah is told to go to Nineveh and this 
time he does. He walks for days crying out for 
them to repent, and they do! From the greatest 
to the least they begin to do penance and ask 
God's forgiveness. God sees their repentance 
and so he does not harm them. What if we all 
repented from the evil that we do—disrespect 
for others, leaving the homeless on the streets, 
‘not providing people with health care and nut 
trition, constructing bombs, nuclear weapons, 
and land mines to murder people? We are 
called to repent—not just a person here or 
there—but all of us in every church and syna- 
gogue and mosque and temple. 

Martha welcomes Jesus to her home and 
prepares to feed him, while her sister listens to 
‘Jesus’ word. She, like the lawyer in the previous 
story, wants Jesus to justify her actions and 
make her sister do the зате. But like the 
lawyer, Martha and all of us must learn that 
the better part is to accompany those who have 
been the victims of violence and to care for 
those who are broken and murdered. because 
they have spoken the truth—as the good 
Samaritan did to his enemy and as Jesus will 
do for all of us. 
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bravery and gallantry in fight- 
ing Abu Sayyaf terrorists as a 
member of the elite Navy Spe- 
cial Operations Group (Nav- 
sog), formerly the Special War- 
fare and Action Group (SWAG) 
and the equivalent of the US 
Navy Seals. 

The Navsog's Peralta, Jay So- 
guitan, Michael Abrio, and Joe 
Vincent Sistoza were yesterday 
posthumously 
Gold Cross Medal—the third 
military 
President Macapagal-Arroyo at 
noon at the church where their 
bodies lay in state. 

With the President were De- 
Secretary 
‘Teodoro, Armed Forces chief of 
staff, Gen. Hermogenes Esper- 
on Jr., and Navy chief, Vice Ad- 
miral Rogelio Calunsag. 

The fallen soldiers’ wives re- 
ceived their medals in their be- 
half, and gently laid the medals 
on their coffins. Sistoza's wife is 
also pregnant. 

‘Two-year-old Angel Abrio 
drank from her milk bottle as 
she stared at the President 
briefly speak to her mother, 
Rhea, by her father's coffin. 
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Slain Navy Seals honored with Gold Cross 


The President hi 
awarded the 
families of soldiers 
killed in action from 
P100,000 to 
P250,000, military 
spokesperson, Lt. 
Col. Bartolome 
Bacarro, said. 

The families of 
the four Navy seals 
each received 
P100,000 from Mrs. 
Arroyo yesterday, 
“with the balance of 
P150,000 to follow,” 
Васапо said in а 
text message. 

“The AFP has also 
been receiving do- 
nations from civil- 
ian intended for our 
casualties," he said 


award—by 


Gilberto. 
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The President also gave So- 
guitan's wife a brief hug. Ms Ar- 
royo herself pinned a medal 
and promoted Soguitan last 
January as part of the team that 
neutralized Abu Sayyaf leader, 
“Black Killer,” in Tawi-Tawi. 

A photo of the President pin- 
ning a medal on Soguitan was 
placed atop the soldier's coffin. 


creased financial assistance to 


The four Navy seals were 
killed last Oct. 1 in an en- 
counter with alleged bandits 
led by Abu Sayyaf “sub-leader” 
Abdulrajak Sadikal in Lanjil, an 
island in the northeast of main- 
land Basilan. 

The Navy last week described 
Sadikal’s group as “pirates and 
lawless elements.” 

Yesterday, it positively identi- 
fed the group as the Abu Sayyaf. 
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Sadikal's main link to the ter- 
rorist group was his, brother, 
Faisal, a known ASG member, 
said Vice Admiral Emilio 
Marayag, heads the Naval 
Forces in Western Mindanao. 
“In Basilan, it’s difficult to 


recognize the Abu Sayyaf from 
the non-Abu Sayyaf lawless ele- 55 
ments. We have an uncon- ii 
firmed report that Sadikals € 
group aided those who am- 
bushed the Marines last July 
10," Marayag said. 
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PRODEMOCRACY DIE-I 


Filipino protesters shout slogans during a “die-in” in front of the Burmese Embassy i 
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with prodemocracy activists who are the targets of military crackdown in Burma. 


B'laan women record dreams ... 


From page Al 


resplendent colors are dis- 
played and serve as temporary 
walls, Rose tells her story—the 
return of a wayfaring native 
among those displaced in a re- 
gion engulfed in a separatist 
маг 

It was close to evening, and 
Rose and the other women 
members of the Li Libon di 
Lansang (Women of Lansang) 
insisted on wearing their cere- 
monial clothes of intricately 
embroidered, sequined and 
appliqued cotton in order to 
honor the occasion of story- 
telling. 

In 2001, Rose became in- 
volved in conflict manage- 
ment and transformation sem- 
inars through the Mindanao 
Peace Movement. Her uncle, 
the clan chief Fulong Pepito 
Moranos, recruited her. 

Mediation is, for her, a way 
of giving back to her people a 
new-found energy апі 
strength after а hysterecto- 
my. 

Besides, she says it was her 
initiation into the respon: 
ties of being a clan leader. "Fu- 
long and the other leaders are 
now getting old, and so I real- 
ized it is our generation's turn 
to assume leadership," Rose 
says. 


Nothing left standing 

According to Rose, the hilly 
village of Lasang in Malapatan 
was deserted in the late 1970s 
after it became the battle- 
ground between the warring 
paramilitary cults, Ilaga and 
Black Shirts. “Nothing was left 
standing except the chapel of a 
Protestant mission,” she re- 
calls. 

The village was resettled on 
Christmas Eve of 1982, about 
25 years ago. 

But Rose only came back 13 
years ago. After her village was 
burned, her family stayed in the 
town center and she joined her 
uncle Pepito's household when 
Fulong's daughter died in her 
teens. 

She had gone to college in 
Davao for two years and later 
travelled across Mindanao. 

She became a migrant work- 
er, street smart and mellowed 
as she sought employment їп 
department stores and house- 


From page Al 

that was used as an office by 
Malacafiang and became home 
to Presidents Corazon Aquino 
and Fidel V Ramos after the 
ouster of Marcos in 1986 should 
be returned to Mendoza, 

It was the same house where, 
according to the late columnist 
Louie Beltran, Aquino hid un- 
der her bed while a coup was in 
progress in 1987—an accusa- 
tion she denied and for which 
the newsman was slapped a li- 
bel suit, later dismissed by the 
Court of Appeals. 

The high court ruled that the 
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holds in order to send her 
younger siblings to school and 
provide for the daily needs of 
her parents who were subsis- 
tence farmers. 

She married late, at the age of 
35, a few months after her fa- 
ther died. 

“I have been everywhere, in 
Davao, Bukidnon, Cagayan de 
Oro, and I meta lot of men and, 
ironically, I still found my lif 
time partner here in my own vil- 
lage,” Rose says. 

‘As the only unmarried daugh- 
ter, the filial duties of caregiving 
to old parents brought her back. 
“Iwas asked to return home and 
take care of my ailing father. 
And then my mother got sick, 
too,” she recalls. 


Recording dreams 

Rose takes great pride in her 
latest endeavor now, leading a 
“group of women whose hands 
record dream-stories through 
weaving mats of romblon and 
buri. 

“Every design is unique as 
each weaver dreams different 
designs. Some are like waves 
of the sea, others are like the 
skies full of stars while others 
look like the cornfields,” she 
says. 

She learned how to weave 
from her mother and grand- 


mother who also taught her 
how to conjure designs. 

Last year, Rose was inspired 
by a program for indigenous 
people initiatives by the local 
government. 

"I was urged to organize the 
group by someone from the 
governor's office. When I look 
back, I remember, we talked 
about it in snatches, whisper- 
ing to each other, at a wake,” 
she says. 


Preserving tradition 

Her group has just launched 
a project to revive and pre- 
serve the mat-weaving trad 
tion and craft among the vi 
lage women in Lansang. The 
weavers number 18, mostly 
old widows. Rose is the 
youngest at 46. 

“So few of the younger 
women are keen on taking up 
the craft as the mat takes too 
long to make, and those who 
can afford it go to college to 
become professionals,” she 
notes. 

Her group recently got a 
grant which allowed each 
weaver a fellowship allowance 
of P600 per month so they can 
concentrate on their unique de- 
sign and get all the necessary 
materials. A single mat (3 feet 
by 6 feet) takes at least a month 


in Makati City. The demonstration was held in solidarity 


to make. 

Rose looks at activistn, mean- 
ing her involvement in conflict 
mediation and management, as 
the other side of her public 
sphere asa leader. 


Conflict management 

“Lam new to activism, if you 
can call what I do now in con- 
flict management as such. It is 
a newly learned skill and it 
made me aware of the strug- 
gles of my own B'laan tribe 
and the importance of speak- 
ing out for our rights,” Rose 
says. 

She had earlier resisted the 
violence-prone activism of 
the youth of her age because 
she saw no hope in this. Mem- 
ories of her village burning 
persist. 

But this is different, she says. 
Conflict management espouses 
nonviolent change and open- 
ness to working with those who 
are not from the tribe but who 
are also indigenous peoples in 
Mindanao. 

*It is my turn now,” Rose 
says. "And 1 hope my daughter 
will continue what I am doing 
and even would be able to 
achieve more. We are telling 
her to become a lawyer. Imag- 
ine, she will be the first woman 
lawyer and she isa B'laan." 


B'LAAN elders in their native garb, More life stories are spread on their mats. memoro 


SC orders Malacañang to pay back rentals to 90-year-old woman 


Office of the President should 
pay rent of P20,000 per month 
since July 1975, plus 6-percent 
interest and attorney's fees, to 
Mendoza, the declared owner 
of the 4,924.6-square-meter 
property. 


Justice delayed 

The tribunal directed Mala- 
cahang “to pay its obligation 
with reasonable dispatch” so 
that "simple justice, while per- 
haps delayed, will have its day.” 

“Private respondent is in the 
twilight of her life, being now 
over 90 years of age. Any delay 


in the implementation of this 
disposition would be a bitter 
cut,” the tribunal said. 

It said the Arlegui property 
was seized by the Marcos mar- 
tial law regime and a new cer- 
tificate of title conjured without 
the owner legally canceling the 
original title. 

The Palace will comment af- 
ter reading the Supreme Court's 
decision, Press Secretary Igna- 
cio Bunye said last night. 


Mind-boggling 
In its ruling, the high tri- 
bunal nullified the decision of 


Р 


Manila Regional Trial Court 
Judge Vicente Hidalgo to 
award Mendoza P1.48 billion 
in rent and P143.6 million in 
just compensation, saying the 
amount was “mind-boggling” 
and excessive. 

The Supreme Court pointed 
out that the assessed value of 
the Arlegui property was P2.38 
million. 

It dismissed the solicitor gen- 
eral's contention that the Mani- 
1а court had erred when it tried 
Mendoza's case without giving 
the government the opportuni- 
ty to present its defense. 
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Abdulla’s spirit for com- 
munity service was kindled 
at the Sulu Trade School 
(now Hadji Butu School of 
Arts and Trade), where she 
taught teenagers to pickle 
food, sew handicrafts, cro- 
chet and stitch clothes for 16 
years. 

She was then 22 years old 
and a fresh graduate of the 
Centro Escolar University 
(CEU) with a degree in 
Home Economics. Later, she 
earned a master's degree in 
Home Economics and a doc- 
toral degree in Education 
from the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman, Que- 
zon City, and CEU. 

As part of the Sulu Trade 
Schools outreach рго- 
gram, Abdulla visited 
homes of poor people, 
dropped by the public 
plaza in her hometown, 
and gave cooking lessons 
to impoverished wives and 
mothers to boost livelihood 
opportunities. 

This was in the 1950s when 
Jolo was a peaceful town, she 
said, and had yet to worry 
about the Abu Sayyaf bandits, 
the armed Moro rebels or the 
tension between Moro sepa- 
ratists and the military. 


Rising from ranks 

Over time, Abdulla rose from 
the ranks and became presi- 
dent of the Sulu State College. 

Meanwhile, the violence in 
neighboring strife-torn dis- 
tricts pervaded — Abdulla's 
hometown. Suddenly, the sit- 
uation called for more than 
just outreach programs. 
Evacuees were seeking shel- 
ter in the schools of Jolo. 

“Now and then, people 
would leave their homes, go 
somewhere, and come back. 
It was really hard,” she said, 
recalling her own experience 
in 1974 when Jolo became 
embróiled in a shooting war 
with armed rebels. 

‘The commercial district was 
burned down. Abdulla and her 
family, along with other resi- 
dents, had to find shelter in a 
hospital and later in a school. 


Escape to Jolo 

“Because of escalating con- 
flicts, people from outlying 
communities and municipali- 
ties would flee to Jolo where 
there was electricity and 
drinking water,” Abdulla said. 

‘The modest town, flanked 
by restive Patikul and In- 
danan, gradually became 
crowded and the sidewalks 
teemed with hawkers, she 
said. 

“Before, you can walk the 
streets even at midnight. 
Now you can't. The stores 
dose at 5 p.m. Even drug- 
stores close early because 
they are scared of extortion- 
ists,” Abdulla said. 


The challenge 

‘The opportunity to address 
the mounting restlessness in 
her hometown came seven 
years after her retirement. 

In 2003, Abdulla was 
tapped to join the core group 
of the MWPA in Sulu whose 
mission was to gather and 
train women leaders in the 


Grandma has 
simple, real 
recipes for peace 


barangay, and help solve pet- 
ty disturbances, such as land 
conflicts, crimes and family 
troubles. 

She accepted the job, de- 
spite her weakening knees, 
numbing of hands and gray- 
ing hair. 

"Im the oldest in the 
group, but I accepted the job 
because I still think сап con- 
tribute to peace-building. I 
am glad not one of my six 
sons has reminded me that I 
am old and that I should be 
resting,” said the spunky 
grandmother of 20 grand- 
children. 


Secrets of peace 

Peace-building begins with 
simple acts like “never insult 
unlettered people so you 
don't earn their ire,” Abdulla 
said. 

A small misunderstanding 
must be settled as soon as 
possible, a little help from 
someone in authority would 
not hurt, and asking ques- 
tions should be encouraged, 
she added. 

After assembling the first 
group of peace advocates in 
Jolo in 2003, she set out for 
Indanan and Patikul to ex- 
pand the group's network. 

“We didn’t go there to stop 
the war. We went there to 
teach them how to prevent 
conflicts in the household 
level. Because if you leave 
that unsettled, it could esca- 
late until the whole commu- 
nity is involved," Abdulla 
said. 

With the culture of vendet- 
ta common among warring 
Moro clans, a simple spat 
could easily become a full 
blown feud or a “rido,” shé 
added. 


Peacekeeper 

After four years with the 
peace group, Abdulla has 
helped resolve a number of 
family crises—from a wi 
complaining about her hus- 
band’s infidelity to а husband 
objecting to his wife working 
outside the home. 

Her secret? Patience and a 
willingness to listen. 

After a shooting incident a 
couple of years ago near the 
mosque in the barangay, rela- 
tives of the victim came to her 
and asked if she could talk 
with the authorities into set- 
ting up an outpost to curb vio- 
ence in the area. 

Abdulla saw the mayor 
herself, who immediately re- 
sponded to the request. 


Age doesn’t matter 

‘When a boy was killed in 
Indanan after watching tele- 
vision in a neighbors home 
early this year, the council im- 
mediately wrote a resolution 
asking the authorities to in- 
vestigate. 

“Abdulla herself met with the 
brigade commander, believing 
this was the only way to ad- 
dress lawlessness in the area. 

These gestures may be pal- 
try in a troubled place, but 
Abdulla believes such actions 
will create ripples leading to 
a long-term peace someday. 

“To me, age doesn't matter 
if you want to do something. 
‘You don’t have to be young to 
serve,” she said. 


The high tribunal said the 
OSG had been declared in de- 
fault for its failure to participate 
during the trial. р 
“The petitioner may have in- 
deed been deprived of such 
hearing, but this does not mean 
that its right to due process had 
been violated,” it said. “The 
handling solicitors simply 
squandered the republic's op- 
portunity to be heard.” 


House vacated out of fear 
Mendoza filed a suit with the 

Manila RTC in 1999 to nullify 

the supposed deed of sale for 


her property in July 1975, 
which led to the issuance of a 
new transfer certificate of title 
(ТСТ) showing that it now be- 
Jonged to the government. 

She had said that in July 
1975, armed men, who identi- 
fied themselves as belonging 
to the Presidential Security 
Group, forcibly entered her 
house and ordered her to hand 
over the original TCT for the 
property. 

Out of fear, she added, she 
followed the order and vacated 
the property. With a report 
from Christine О. Avendaño 
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DENR can't stop Sibuyan mining firm 


By T] Burgonio 


A MINING CONSORTIUM, UNDER 
fire for the killing of an environmen- 
talist, could still cut down trees and 
mine ore in Sibuyan Island unless 
stopped by the Romblon governor, 
environment officials said yesterday. 

The fatal shooting of Councilor 
Armin Marin by a guard of the 
Sibuyan Nickel Properties Devel- 
opment Corp. (SNPDC) last 
Wednesday set off calls for the pull- 
out of the fitm and cancellation of 
its permit. 

Marin, 42, was leading a picket 
against mining in San Fernando 
town last Wednesday when he was 
shot and killed during a heated con- 
frontation with a guard named 
Mario Kingo. 


[We can’t stop their operation]," 
Environment Undersecretary 
Manuel Gerochi said in an inter- 
view, referring to the small-scale 
permit issued to the firm by then 
Romblon Gov. Perpetuo Ylagan. 
‘Only the provincial government 
could withdraw the permit, and if it 
did, it would have to pay expenses 
incurred by the firm, Gerochi said. 
“The local government should 
initiate а dialogue with the 
protesters. It should look into the 
core of the complaint of the 
protesters and whether they repre- 
sent the communities,” he said. 
Gerochi added that if the provin- 
cial government recalled the per- 
mit, the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) would also recall the per- 
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trees in San Fernando town. 

"We will also recall the permit be- 
cause the small-scale permit is the 
basis for the tree-cutting permit,” 
he said. 

For now, nothing is stopping the 
SNPDC from cutting down trees 
and mining ore in forest lands in 
Barangay España and Taclobo in 
‘San Fernando town which the 
DENR said were outside of the Mt. 
Guiting-Guiting Natural Park. 

The DENR, however, would 
closely monitor the cutting of trees 
specified in the permit, and the 
restoration of the site to its original 
state as spelled out in its environ- 
mental compliance certificate, Ge- 
rochi said. 

"АП we have to do is implement 
proper mitigation measures,” he 
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STUDENTS of the Pasig Elementary School 
join the nationwide Super Mega 


Toothbrushing event. RERO 


3M students 
brush their 


teeth to fame 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 


АТ EXACTLY 7 A.M. YESTERDAY, EDUCA- 
tion Secretary Jesli A. Lapus joined more 
than three million public elementary school 
students nationwide in setting a new Guin- 
ness world record for the “most people 
brushing their teeth at the same time in 
multiple venues.” 

The activity coincided with the launch- 
ing of the DepEd's “7 o'clock daily tooth 
brushing habit.” 

Over 10,000 public schools took part in 
the program, according to Director Thelma 
Santos of the DepEd’s Health and Nutrition 
Center (HNC). 

In February, the DepEd established a 
Guinness world record with more than 
42,000 students taking part in simultane- 
ous tooth brushing in different venues 
throughout the country. 

“That erased the old record set by 33,000 
students in Brazil," said Santos. Yesterday, 
the DepEd established a new record. 

The daily tooth brushing habit was 
meant to highlight the celebration of Oral 
Health Awareness Week in primary schools. 
‘The project was formally launched in the 
following schools: Pasig Elementary School 
їп Pasig City, Metro Manila (representing 
Luzon); Cebu City Central Elementary 
School (representing the Visayas) and the 
Ma-a Central Elementary School in Davao 
City (representing Mindanao). 


Alarming problem 

‘According to the 2006 National Oral 
Health Survey, a high 97.1 percent of 6- 
year-old pupils and 78.4 percent of 12-year 
olds in public elementary schools nation- 
wide had dental problems. 

“Much more alarming was the finding 
that almost 50 percent of the children were 
suffering from dentogenic infections char- 
acterized by ulceration, fistula and abscess 
that infect pain, cause extreme discomfort 
and even decreased capacity for children to 
learn," said the DepEd memo. 

Lapus said "the results of the dental survey 
illustrate how little we regard oral hygiene," 
referring to “the Filipino mindset that a visit to 
а dentist should not be for preventive consul- 
tation but asa last resort.” 

‘This year, the DepEd has allocated Р40.1 
million for medical-dental health and nurs- 
ing services. 

Tt is also working closely with the Depart- 
ment of Health in the deworming program 
which aims to reduce the prevalence of the 


disease to "levels below 30 percent" of 


schoolchildren. 

At least 67 percent of students in public 
elementary schools nationwide suffer from 
intestinal worm infestation, according to 
the DOH. 

Deworming in public schools is being 
conducted at least twice a year until 2010. 
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Protecting news sources 


N SEPT. 27, THE INQUIRER. REPORTED THAT 
О Romulo Neri, former director general of the Ма- 
tional Economic and Development Authority, was 
“on the verge" of disclosing what he knew about the $329- 
million National Broadband Network deal when Sen. Jok- 
er Arroyo intervened and said that Neri should be allowed 
to avail himself of a legal counsel of his choice. The story 
by Juliet Labog-Javellana was based 
on the account of four sources who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Arroyo called the report a complete falsehood and 
asked the Senate to investigate the senators and other of- 
ficials present at the executive session for violating the se- 
crecy rule on closed-door sessions. He also asked the Sen- 
ate to investigate the Inquirer for publishing the report. 
He and Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile said the Senate should cite 
Javellana for contempt unless she reveals her sources. 

The INQUIRER is standing by its story. We also believe that 
we cannot be compelled to reveal the identities of sources 
since the information was given in confidence and on con- 
dition of anonymity. Our stand has a strong basis in law. 
Republic Act No. 53, as amended, otherwise known as the 
Sotto Law, says that the publisher, editor, columnist or re- 
porter of any newspaper, magazine or periodical of gener- 
al circulation cannot be compelled to reveal the source of 
any news report or information which was given to him 
unless it is demanded by “the security of the State.” 

We do not believe that “the security of the State” is in- 
volved in the inquiry into the anomalous ZTE deal. What 
is involved primarily is the issue of corruption, as alleged 
by two witnesses in open hearings. Neri himself disclosed 
that he was offered P200 million by former Commission 
on Elections Chair Benjamin Abalos. Jose de Venecia III, 
son of the Speaker, said Abalos offered to give him $10 
million so he would withdraw his bid for the NBN project. 

In the executive session, Neri was on the verge of reveal- 
ing more about the project when, according to our four 
sources, Arroyo intervened and allowed Budget Secretary 
Rolando Andaya to join the session as Neri's legal counsel. 

Arroyo himself has said that the case against Javellana 
is “a borderline case.” He is apparently aware of the pro- 
tection given by the Sotto Law to journalists. The Senate 
committees investigating the case cannot compel Javel- 
lana to disclose the names of her sources, and the Senate 
cannot cite her for contempt if she refuses to identify 
them. 

It is not only the law that gives protection to journalists 
who quote anonymous sources in their stories; their pro- 
fessional code of ethics also gives them such protection. In 
journalism, the protection of sources is a cornerstone of 
press freedom. A journalist who violates the confidentiali- 
ty of his sources will soon see these sources drying up. 

Ideally, the sources of information in a news report 
should be identified. But this cannot be done all the time. 
‘There are times when a journalist has to agree to keep his 
source or sources anonymous for certain reasons. One 
reason is if the life of the person giving the information 
would be endangered. Another is if he would lose his job 
because of the information he is disclosing. There may be 
other reasons, and it is up to the reporter and his editor to 
decide whether to use the material given on condition of 
anonymity. 

Even now, Enrile is already proposing to amend or even 
repeal the Sotto Law. That certainly would be a reac- 
tionary move; it would remove one protection given to 
journalists in carrying out their work. Especially in these 
times when high government officials seek to hide anoma- 
lous multimillion-peso deals from public scrutiny, journal- 
ists will have to continue the practice of using information 
given by sources “on condition of anonymity.” Journalists 
are discerning people and they should be trusted to vet 
their sources very carefully before bestowing on them the 
mantle of “anonymity.” Also, there is the two-source rule: 
information given by one anonymous source has to be cor- 
roborated by another source. (In the case of the Javellana 
story, there were four sources.) 

If the Senate committee on ethics decides to conduct its 
inquiry, it should focus on the senators as well as the other 
people present at the executive session and not on the re- 
porter who wrote the story. Javellana was only doing her 
job. The four sources who talked to her were the ones who 
supposedly broke the confidentiality of the executive ses- 
sion. A “roll call” type of inquiry should produce some re- 
sults. 
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Darker than midnight 


“THE NIGHT CANNOT GET DARKER AFTER 
midnight" is an old Burmese proverb. But it did 
in 1988 and 1990, says Andrew Marshall in 
"The Trouser People: A Story of Burma in the 
Shadow of the Empire.” That was when the 
xenophobic junta unleashed the tatmadaw 
(armed forces) on citizens seeking democratic 
space. Some 3,000 people were killed. 

Burma's generals proved, this month, that 
even Stygian darkness can be deepened. Its 
soldiers smashed the People Power-style “Saf- 
fron Revolution” led by Buddhist monks. Al- 
ready beggared by junta misrüle, the country 
turned into a nation of eerie, empty monaster- 
ies and untallied disaparecidos. 

The "disappeared," British Broadcasting 
Corp. reports, range from 6,000 to 10,000. The 
Miranda rights of the accused don't exist їп а 
country where the military has been condi- 
tioned, over four decades, into believing that 
only they can save the nation. Filipino coup 
plotters share that delusion. 

‘The tatmadaw is “a tough, self-contained insti- 
tution, cemented by fear and privilege," The 
New York Times Seth Mydans writes. Budget for 
the military and ethnic militia is seven times 
what government spends for health. “Soldiers 
eam more than civilians, send their children to 
the best schools and have brighter career 
prospects than civilians. They also have opportu- 
nities to tap into the gray economy of graft.” 

Diplomats give credible estimates of the 
"disappeared." They exceed Philippine martial 
law arrests in September 1972. Desperate Ar- 
gentinean mothers stenciled the word "dis- 
parecidos" into today's vocabulary of terror. 
But Argentineans didn't vanish, in comparable 
numbers, in so short a time, as Burmese vic- 
tims did. 

“There's great concern over night-time 
raids, arbitrary arrests, mass relocations and 
beatings being committed by security and non- 
uniformed elements,” UN envoy Ibrahim Gam- 
bari stressed in his report to the Security Coun- 
cil. “The real death toll could be much higher." 


INA TALK WITH MEDIA WHILE SHE WAS IN 
India, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo said the fol- 
lowing: 

One, it is true that Neda chief Romulo Neri 
told her that Benjamin Abalos tried to bribe 
him with P200 million. She told Neri not to ac- 
cept the offer. 

‘Two, itis true that she wanted Neri not to di- 
vulge what she and Neri talked about on 
grounds of “executive privilege." "I want to 
discipline ту Cabinet member. They 
shouldn't be leaking out things that we talked 
about... In any part of the world, there's execu- 
tive privilege.” 

Three, setting up a national broadband net- 
work remains a priority of her, administration. 
“Tm the president, so I set the policy directions. 
Look at the telecom companjes. Technically 
‘what they do, to assist, how much should it cost? 
We have to look for a way to bring that down. 
We have this P3 billion communications bil..." 

What's wrong with this picture? 

The first is patent and was the fly in ће oint- 
ment in Neris testimony at the Senate a couple 
of weeks ago. What do you do when confronted 
bya bribe, particularly of this magnitude? Neri’s 
attitude to it was so smug it astounded a few sen- 
ators—though it is a testament to how low this 
country’s morals have sunk that most of them 
were not especially discombobulated by it. 

‘What applies to Neri applies tenfold to his 
(still, not my) president. СМА is right to say 
that as the highest official ofthe land, however 
self-proclaimed, she sets the policy directions. 
Now, what policy directions can you possibly 
be setting if your economic czar tells you your 
Comelec chief tried to bribe him big-time, and 
the sum, entirety and/or totality of your reac: 
tion is to say, Just reject it"? 

IfNer's reaction to his president not doing a 
thing about it is shocking, GMA's reaction to 
not do a thing about itis mind-boggling. Obvi- 
ously, GMA believed Neri because, by her own 
admission, she told him to reject the bribe. Yet 
she never summoned Abalos to give her one 
good reason he should not suffer the same fate. 
as Erap. She never called Jose de Venecia and 
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Our streets are “normal,” Burma's Ambas- 
sador Kyaw Tint Swe insisted to ward off a pos- 
sible Security Council decision this week. This 
is normalcy of the graveyard. Buddhist monks, 
in fact, disappeared from the streets. Concerti- 
na barbed wire strung around Shwedagon and 
Sule pagodas were only removed this week. 

This would be comparable to padiocking the 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Shrine and the 
mosque in Quiapo. Monasteries of Carmelites, 
Benedictines to Pink Sisters would be forcibly 
emptied. Filipinos will gag at this Orwellian 
image. 

Burma is probably one of the richest mem- 
bers of Asean in natural resources. It has, for 
example, three trillion cubic meters of natural 
gas, plus three billion barrels of oil. Yet misrule 
Saddles it with fuel shortages. The “Saffron 
Revolution” started in August, when the junta 
Jacked up fuel prices by 500 percent overnight. 

Health disparities are stark. The average 
Burmese's life expectancy is 60 years, com- 
pared to a Singaporean's 78, the United Na- 
tions Human Development Report reveals. In 
an agriculturally endowed but undeveloped 
land, chronic hunger shoves many to prema- 
ture graves. Of every 1,000 Burmese infants, 
106 will die before marking their fifth birthday. 
Next door Thailand has whittled that down to 
21. 

“Lack of money is the root of all evil,” 
George Bernard Shaw once said. And where 
the junta denies money shows how it “saves” 
the country. 

For health, Malaysia allocates almost five 
times what Burma spends, i.e., a miniscule 0.5 


Privilege 
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gave him leave to impeach Abalos. Hell, she 
never even asked Abalos to do pushups, which 
everyone complained was all Cory Aquino 
made her coup plotters do. 

You are the president and you think it the 
height of presidential virtue to ignore an un- 
conscionable crime? Even if GMA did not go on 
to order Neri to push through with the project 
anyway (which we will never know if we agree 
to her concept of executive privilege), her in- 
difference to Abalos” crime in, by, and of itself 
is damning—and impeachable. Here is a case 
where a sin of omission is graver than a sin of 
commission. Here is a case where silence is 
more deafening than loud noise. 

What is the policy direction here: Ies all 
right for one official to try to bribe another offi- 
cial so long as it’s not accepted? The truly stun- 
ning thing about GMA's revelation here is that 
she can't seem to see what's wrong with it. 

‘That brings us to "executive privilege.” At 
the very least, what's wrong with that picture 
is that if this kind of executive privilege is truly 
necessary, if not laudable, then GMA would 
not be around today to say so. Lest we forget, 
the reason she is there—the longest-serving 
president without ever having been voted 
president—is that one of Erap's buddies ratted 
on him. Chavit Singson might not have been а 
member of the official Cabinet, but he was 
most definitely a member of the unoffi- 
cial—and more powerful—one, the so-called 
"Midnight Cabinet.” Had he exercised the kind 
of discipline GMA proposes, or indeed had Er- 
ap demanded it, preventing Singson from 
telling the world what he knew on grounds of 
executive privilege, GMA would still be curry- 
ing Cory' favor to this day. Singson's testimo- 
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percent of its GDP (the Philippine budgets 1.4 
percent). Thus, 9 out of 10 Malaysian mothers 
have skilled medical personnel during deliv- 
егу. In Burma, only 5 out of 10 do. Of every 
100,000 Burmese mothers, 360 will die during 
child-bearing, compared to Malaysia's 31 

Education is a major trigger for develop- 
ment. But the Burmese junta blacks out data 
on what it spends for all levels of schooling. 
Universities have been shut down, and atten- 
dance in primary schools is sporadic. Darkness 
from ignorance is darker than midnight. 

“Governments dominated by the military 
are least likely to respond to the needs of the 
impoverished,” Nicole Ball of the Swedish In- 
stitute for International Affairs cautions. “The 
army merely ploughs the seas.” 

Burma's “triumphant” generals clone this 
sorry historical experience. This underscores 
the significance of what Philippine courts are 
doing to stomp the junta virus here, given a 
presidency that denies but acts as if it is held 
hostage by military power brokers. Magdalo 
mutineers, perennial coup plotters and even 
‘some in the “chain of command” delude them- 
selves that as “protectors of the state, they're a 
state unto themselves.” 

Through the writ of amparo, the Supreme 
Court would strip away the dodge used by the. 
military to escape accountability for dispareci- 
dos. The Court of Appeals is ratcheting pres- 
sure on AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes 
Esperon to obey a court order to make public 
the findings of a military investigation into the 
disappearance of activist Jonas Burgos. 

Waving away feeble excuses, Court of Ap- 
peals Justice Rosalinda Vicente asked: “Can 
General Esperon not tell the difference be- 
tween right and wrong?" Well, neither could 
Generals Than Shwe, Maung Aye and Soe 
Win. 

Writer Jose San Martin put it so well: "How 
poor the country that must suffer gloriously 
triumphant generals.” 

(E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com) 


пу later became the basis for the Sandigan- 
bayan to convict Erap. 

More than that, true enough “executive 
privilege” exists іп every part of the world, but 
it exists to protect secrets, not hide crimes. 
‘There's a difference. Psychiatrists and lawyers 
are bound to secrecy, too, but they are freed 
from it when their clients tell them about a 
murder they propose to commit. Then they are 
duty-bound to do everything in their power to 
prevent it from happening, including telling 
the proper authorities of it. Even priests are 
freed from the confessional when someone 
tells them he means to bomb a bus. The priest 
in any case does not limit his response to 
telling the penitent to recite 10 Our Fathers, 
Hail Mary's and Glory Be's, and go in peace. 

‘A public official's duty is not to his boss, it is 
to his country. A public officials obligation is 
not to his president, it is to his people. For him. 
to not tell his country and people his govern- 
mentis plotting to screw them, that is not pro- 
fessionalism, that is dereliction. That is not 
loyalty, that is treason. That is not executive 
privilege, that is (expletive) sacrilege. 

The last lends a sublime note of irony to all 
this. What is the whole broadband deal about? 
Itis about communication. It is about facilitat- 
ing communication. It is about making com- 
munication faster, more affordable, more read- 
ily accessible to everyone. Yet communication 
is the last thing this deal has given us. It hasn't 
facilitated communication, particularly be- 
tween government and the citizens, it has 
blocked communication, It has not made соп. 
munication faster, it has ground it to a hah 
has not made communication more afford- 
able, government cannot afford to communi- 
cate at all; it has not made communication 
readily available to everyone, it has put com- 
munication beyond reach of everyone. The 
NBN deal means to give us 21st-century means 
of communication using Dark-Ages, Inquisi 
tion-type, methods of excommunication. 

“Executive privilege?" You should be so 
lucky. Oras the Tagalog puts it more brilliantly, 
"Ano ka, sineswerti"? 
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Pacquiao might consider retiri 


1 DONT HAVE THE EXPERTISE OF RECAH 
‘Trinidad or Quinito Henson in boxing, especially 
since 1 only watch the fights of Manny Pacquiao 
and young Pinoy boxers who serve as front acts in 
big bouts. But it was obvious to this layman that 
in last Sunday's fight, Pacquiao was fighting way 
below par. Many of his deadly punches were not 
hitting their target, and Antonio Barrera himself 
acknowledged he didn't feel many of them. Lets. 
just say that Pacquiao fought far better fights in 
the past, including his memorable knock-out 
wins, whereas Barrera obviously prepared hard, 
although the Mexican's best wasn't good enough 
for the Pinoy champ even at his worst. 

There are stories about Pacquiao's late nights 
out in Los Angeles bars and an affair with a movie 
actress, etc. He has gotten all kinds of movie of- 
fers. If these are true, then our champ seems to 
lack the self-discipline that’s an absolute must 
among sports people. It might be good for him to 
consider retiring as a champ. 

Ву the way, Im not surprised that many viewers 
were irked by too many ads in the GMA-7 coverage. 
of the Las Vegas fight. There must have been any- 
"where from 12 to 15 between rounds, and there. 
ought to be some kind of regulation about this. 

Comments are being aired on who should 
be appointed as new Comelec chair, with vari- 
ous commentators stressing the urgent crite- 
ria needed for this constitutional position of 
credibility and  independent-mindedness. 
Election lawyers, such as the Presidents 
lawyer Romulo Macalintal and Sixto Bril- 
liantes, who handled FPJ and other opposition 
candidates, earlier batted for fellow election 
lawyer Leila de Lima, who handled cases for 
opposition candidates in the last elections. 
Others are pushing former Sen. Joey Lina, who. 
now heads the Manila Hotel. Another name 
bruited about is that of UE College of Law 
Dean Amado D. Valdez. These three personali- 
ties have solid reputations for independent- 
mindedness and can be expected to clean up 
the Comelec, 


32 MCKINLEY ST. IN FORBES PARK HAS LONG 
been an intriguing address. Intriguing not only 
because of its size, which spans several lots in this 
ritzy neighborhood, but also because of its owner, 
orrather, former owner. 

Rumors about the estate's owner had circulated 
even during its construction, though those in the 
know claimed the homeowner was someone con 
nected to Brunei royalty. Recently, ownership of the 
property changed hands, with a low-key local fami- 
ly purchasing it. The new owners have since deci 
ed to open the palatial home to public events, and 
зо great is the lingering mystique around the prop- 
erty that any event held there is sure to attract the 
curious and the trendy. 

"Teased that more than half of the guests at the 
launching of Travelife magazine probably came be- 
cause they wanted to see the house for themselves, 
editor in chief Liza Elarde laughed and said: "Thars 
the reason we decided to hold the launch here!” 

Guests who came expecting to see evidence of 

fabulous wealth and ostentation, however, were 
disappointed because the interiors were bare, save 
for touches provided by the Travelife team. We 
were told that the public rooms are deliberately 
kept empty, while the owners family members 
keep to themselves in a separate wing. But we did 
appreciate, aside from huge blown-up photos of 
the first issue, an improvised sculpture crafted from 
roll-away luggage, a most clever, witty homage to 
what the new magazine is all about—wanderlust, 
love for travel and adventure, a taste for the exotic. 
and unfamiliar. 
BUT for most of us from the Inquirer, or former- 
Jy from the Inquiten, our presence was really be- 
cause at the helm of the magazine is a “member 
ofthe family.” 

‘Travelife’s publisher is Christine О. Cunanan, 
daughter of Inquirer columnist Bel Cunanan, 
though we've known Christine since she was a 
teenager for in her younger days, she was a con- 
tributor and columnist in this paper as well. But 
these days, Christine, who is fluent in Japanese, 
lives in Japan with her Japanese husband, in- 


Breaking the code of confi 


IF YOU DONT INCLUDE LITO LAPID (THAT'S 
Sen. Manuel M. Lapid to you), only one senator 
of consequence has been avoiding the Senate 
hearings on the National Broadband Network 
and the ZTE deal. Last week, Sen. Edgardo An- 
gara called up from sunny Cebu to explain why. 

"The law firm he founded is the retained counsel 
of ZTE, he said, referring to Accra. "Since the issue 
is all about conflict of interest,” he said, perhaps it 
was best to give the hearings a wide berth. Besides, 
he added, there was so much work on the budget 
that needed to get done. 

‘The 2nd Inquire Briefing takes place tomor- 
row. Ifthe first get-together of CEOs, diplomats, 
opinion leaders and молаға columnists last July 
‘was any indication, the 2nd Briefing will be an- 
other slam-bang policyfest, with the discussion 
(like many a thrilling game in the recently con- 
cluded UAAP season) going into overtime. To- 
morrow' topic is something close to ће Ingum- 
sits heart: education. More specifically, how to 
make sense of current initiatives in education. 
Should be (wonky) fun. 

Aside from Sen. Joker Arroyo, another senator 
has also sought an investigation into the circum- 
stances of the executive session the Senate held late. 
оп Sept. 26. In fact, Sen. Panfilo Lacson filed his 
measure (Senate Resolution No. 164) ahead of Ar- 
тоуоз (SRN 165)—albeit on the same day, Oct. 2. 

‘A comparison of the two resolutions is not only 
instructive in the ways of the Senate; it is also re- 
vealing, in its accidental self-portrait of the two 
sponsoring senators. (You don't have to take my 
word for it. Both measures are available online, 
together with the Rules of the Senate, at 
senate govph.) 

Arroyo's precisely worded resolution takes aim at 
a wider target: “the violation of Rule XLVII and/or 
other rules of the Rules of the Senate on executive. 
sessions during the Sept. 26, 2007 proceedings.” 
Lacson's employs almost similar language, but is ac- 
tually much more limited: investigate the Sept. 26, 
2007 ‘executive session’ of the senarors where ап 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


OPINION 


POLITICAL 
Тірвітѕ Я 
Же 


Belinda -r 
Olivares-Cunanan ide 


Speaker Jose de Venecia tendered a luncheon 
yesterday for the Spanish parliamentary delegation. 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs for Asia and 
the Philippines, and it was a most meaningful gath- 
ering for him personally and for the country as well, 
now that President Macapagal-Arroyo is scheduled. 
to make a state visit to Madrid early this December. 
‘The head of the delegation, Juan Moscoso, revealed 
that the Spanish Parliament recently passed a law 
authorizing the conversion into equity of debts in- 
curred from Spain by Third World countries. It is 
the first parliament in Europe to allow such conver- 
sion, he said, and its up to the Spanish govemment. 
to find projects to which this law can apply. Hope- 
fully other governments in Europe and Asia will fol- 
low Spain's example and not just relieve Third 
‘World countries of debt burden, but use the repay- 
ments for development in those countries, 


Speaker de Venecia recalled that four years. 
ago he had discussed this idea of a debt-for-eq- 

ity swap with Spain's King Juan Carlos dur- 
ing a call on the monarch, and subsequently 
with members of the Spanish Parliament, and 
now it has become a reality. JDV recalled that 
the king especially liked the idea of financing 
the reconstruction of Intramuros. The visiting 
parliamentarians noted that a number of simi- 
Jar old Hispanic cities in its former colonies 
have been reconstructed by Spain. JDV then 
suggested to them and to Eugenio Gonzalez, 
president of Fundacion Intramuros, that the 
negotiations on the project to reconstruct the 
Walled City be finished in the next two 


At home in the worl 


Rina Jimenez-David 


dulging her travel bug by taking regular trips to 
Europe and more exotic places. It's only natural, 
1 suppose, for her to take on the challenge of 
putting out a glossy travel magazine, going 
head-on against more established titles. 

“One week a month” was Christine's reply 
when T asked how much time she devotes to the 
publication, though that's only the physical time 
she spends in Manila. The rest of the time, busi- 
ness matters are handled through the wonders 
of information technology. 

At the launch, Johnny Litton, assisted by 
Christine and Liza, presided over the raffle, at 
which plane tickets, hotel and resort accommo- 
dations, free dinners and luggage were at stake. 
"The publisher's mother was all over the grounds 
as well, looking after the guests, many of them 
bigwigs in politics, business, society, advertis- 
ing, and, of course, media. 

Gina de Venecia won a free dinner for two at 

Mandarin Oriental, and I thought, how apt, be- 
cause the Speaker and his wife could use the. 
time away from the limelight and forget all the 
vicissitudes of politics, including a tense face-off 
with Malacafiang. Still, Gina looked none the 
worse for wear, I thought, 
IN ITS maiden issue, Travelife brings the reader to 
such diverse locales as Provence, Namibia, Putra- 
jaya (in Malaysia), the Park Hyatt in Seoul, Laos (in 
an article by First Daughter Luli Arroyo), Kerala in 
Southern India, and even Cebu. 

Regular features include tips for the business 
traveler, from executives who find themselves criss- 
crossing the skies with numbing regularity and 
Who pi a vale on time-saving an ecency; new 


NEWSSTAND 


Jobn Nery 


uninvited guest allegedly hindered the testimony of 
а witness and the subsequent publication of what 
supposedly transpired in the said session." 

in the parade of "Whereas" clauses, Arroyo's SRN 
165 already establishes certain facts. 1. ‘Almost all 
the senators were present in that Executive Ses- 
sion." 2. "Budget Secretary [Rolando] Andaya and 
Deputy Secretary Manuel Gaite attended because 
Senator (Alan Peter] Cayetano, the Blue Ribbon 
Chair, said that Mr. [Romulo] Neri can bring his 
lawyers. Blue Ribbon Director-General Rodolfo 
Noel Quimbo was also present." And 3. "at the start 
of the executive session, Senate President [Manuel] 
Villar reiterated the long-standing rule that any- 
thing said in the meeting stays in the meeting, noth- 
ing can get out.” (Hmmm. Rather like Las Vegas.) 

Other clauses in SRN 165 are not as fact-driven. 
Arroyo posits motherhood statements (‘the Senate 
must conduct an inquiry ... otherwise, no one will 
believe the confidentiality and sacrosancmess of ex- 
ecutive sessions") or contentious assertions ("the 
Iugutx has been at the forefront of the campaign 
to compel Sec. Neri to reveal his confidential con- 
versations"—a claim that surely columnist Jarius 
Bondoc of the Star will contest). 

Lacson’s SRN 164, however, has a curiously 
phrased premise (I've fixed the annoying typos): 
"Whereas, according to newspaper reports, 
Budget Secretary Andaya who was not even in- 
vited in the supposed executive session entered 
the Senators’ Executive Lounge and represented 
himself as the legal counsel of Secretary Neri.” 

According to newspaper reports? Lacson’s use 
of the generic attribution makes us wonder 
whether he was even present at the executive 
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months. The agreement could then be signed 
when President Arroyo visits Madrid, 

1 learned from the visiting parliamentarians 
that Spain has about $50 billion worth of devel- 
‘opment projects in Latin America alone, but its 
‘exposure in Asia remains minuscule by compari- 
‘son. I queried Ambassador Luis Arias on this, and 
he replied that Spain has about 15 projects going 
оп in the Philippines, of which six are in Min- 
danao. These involve delivery of basic services 
such as clean potable water. It would be a nice 
gesture if Spain approved the Intramuros project. 


Cecile Alvarez and Пеатей that Albay Gov. Joey 
Salceda was in Manila last weekend to tie up loose. 
ends on the first-ever National Conference on Cli- 
mate Change Adaptation he's organizing in Legaspi 
from Oct. 22 to 24. We grabbed the chance to inter- 
view him as we hadn't done one with a local official 
їп a while. Let me write about Salceda's views con- 
cerning media speculations about GMA fate. Sal- 
ceda, who served as СМАз financial adviser and 
continues to be in touch with her, pooh-poohed any 
such talk outside of the impeachment process as 
highly unlikely. 

For one thing, he says, there's the economy which 
is doing so well, unlike during che last years of Ferdi- 
mand Marcos when GDP growth fel from 5 percent. 
toa negative 12 percent. Under GMA, says, Salceda, 
there have been 26 quarters of uninterrupted and ac- 
celerating economic growth, which corresponds to 
very favorable global conditions “that would carry 
everything upward in their path, even the garbage." 
"Bumebwelo na ang ekonomiya," he stressed, so that. 
the 7.5 GDP growth in the first quarter of this year 
needs only P55 billion in infrastructure investments 
to sustain it. He noted several impressive big-ticket 
foreign investments this year, and we need only 
about three or four more such items to carry the 
economy to 8 percent growth. By 2009, he says local 
businessmen, who know the market and follow the 
big foreign investments, wll come in and push itto 9 
perent grow, (New, бисей raks on the demand 
for Pinoys overseas and the educational fluke and 
cultural traits that sustain it). 
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emerging destinations, trendy travel gear and lug- 
заве; shopping and fashion guides; and foodie des- 
tinations. 

What 1 enjoyed most, however, was Christine's 
column "The Frequent Flyer" which closes every is- 
sue. For the first issue, she writes about a trip to 
Paris with a girlfriend whom she had met on a 
Black Sea cruise years before, In the week they 
spent in the City of Lights, the two of them used up 
the time “walking our shoes off” on the trail of his- 
toric heroines, from Marie Antoinette to Maria 
Callas and thence to the Duchess of Windsor. Chris- 
tíne's account of their attempts to enter the Wind- 
sors villa, which was one of the last places Princess 
Diana visited before her death, is hilarious. Indeed, 
the lengths to which tourists—even million-mil- 
ers—will go to indulge their fancies! 


INDEED, that is one of the bonuses of trav- 
el—the freedom not to be your usual self, to 
roam the world unfettered by convention, ex- 
pectations, and responsibilities that otherwise 
tie you down. 

While traveling, one is free to assume any 
identity: jaded jet-setter, innocent abroad, dili- 
gent scholar, even an imagined native of the land 
one is visiting. That is one of my hidden plea- 
sures: to peek into the windows of homes or of- 
fices on my way to the hotel or convention center 
and imagine myself sharing the lives of the peo- 
ple inside, working in the city, coming home to a 
different place and perhaps a different family? 

Of course, one’s imaginings come to a shud- 
dering halt once the trip is over and one comes 
home. About the most difficult part of any trip 
formeis the transition from traveling to settling 
in. One part of me yearns for the on-edge excite- 
ment of being among strangers, The other finds 
relief in finally sinking into the comforts of the 
familiar, the familiarity of a daily routine. 

‘And now, thanks to a magazine like Travelife, 
опе can at least take virtual trips around the 
world, indulging one's restless spirit even while 
enjoying all the comforts and consolations of 
home. 


dentiality 


session. What's going on here? Perhaps this is 
merely а non-lawyer's excessively cautious at- 
temptto insulate himself from legal sanction. 

But in the very next clause, Lacson raises a 
novel legal point: “the presence of Secretary An- 
daya in the said meeting even without a proper 
invitation from the Senate could render said ex- 
ecutive session academic.” Does an executive 
session, convoled expressly as such by the Sen- 
ate President, cease to be one when an improp- 
erly invited guest materializes inside the room? 
"That seems to me to give too much leverage to 
апу Eduardo, Leandro or Sergio from Mala- 
cafiang. 

‘The result is ironic: The non-lawyer's resolu- 
tion is more legalistic, and inadvertently opens a 
egal loophole. 

‘That, in part, is why Arroyo, ever the lawyer, 
asked Iouis Juliet Javellana to identify her 
sources not on legal but on moral grounds. 1 sympa- 
thize with Joker—"for me he will always be the 
man in robes, defending my father," I heard Sen. 
Benigno Aquino II gallantly say of him once. But 1 
believe he is wrong when he argues that “the IN- 
oume cannot maintain the moral high ground if it 
‘will not allow Ms Javellana to reveal her sources.” 

Stripped to its essence, Arroyo's argument from 
morality encourages journalists to right a wrong 
(the alleged leak in the Senate) by committing an- 
other wrong (breaking the journalistic privilege). 

Reduced to its essentials, Bondoc's parallel deci- 
sion to reveal some of the information Neri had told 
him in strictest confidence privileges his apprecia- 
tion of the public interest over his duty as a Joumal- 
ist. sympathize with him; it could not have been an 
easy decision. But esteemed colleague Ellen Torde- 
sillas defense of his decision—"If Bondoc's disclo- 
sure of Neri's confidential information leads to the 
downfall of Arroyo, well and good"—tells me what 
is wrong with it. What if it doesn’t lead to her down- 
fall? What then? The decision is "good" only be- 
cause of a reason extraneous to journalism. 


Email: jnery@inguiren:com.ph 


‘One day at a time’ 


‘THOSE WERE THE FIRST WORDS THAT AN UPPERCLASS- 
man told me on a cold summer night six years ago. It turned 
out to be one of the longest nights for me and it ushered in 
more grueling days that would change the course of my 
ife. 

Tt was the first day of training. I proudly marched on the 
filthy grounds of the field, only to be welcomed by a group 
of men yelling at the 
top of their voices: 
"Double-time! Raise 
your knees higher!” 
During that very 
long and humid а 
ternoon, my clothes 
were drenched in 
sweat, my face cov- 
ered with mud. I 
thought I was in hell 
and that there 
would be no end to 
my suffering. 

‘As we headed for our barracks that night, the cold breeze 
sent chills into my drenched body. With fear and hesitation, 
we slowly disappeared into the night with our squad lead- 
er 

Suddenly, we heard a deep and calm voice saying, "Un- 
cover.” It was our squad leader ordering us to take off our 
head gear. The moon was shining brightly in the starless 
sky. Then he said, “Say your prayers and make sure this 
night counts.” 

‘The night was not yet over. After dinner (during which I 
hardly touched my food), we changed into our sleeping 
uniforms. We were taught to fix our bed spic and span. Each 
of us was given a notebook, our only means of communicat- 
ing with our squad leader. 

1 remember my first entry in my “squad notes.” I wrote, 
“sir, Fourth Classman Sarile has low morale because he is 
hungry.” 

When our squad leader read it, he laughed. Then the bu- 
gle sounded taps to tell us to go to sleep. That was when he 
told us, "Take only one day at atime.” And he left. 

‘That night, I kept thinking about those words. How could 
those words provide relief to my hungry stomach and solve 
all my problems and my worries? 

Day after day, I struggled to cope up with the tough de- 
mands of the life of a cadet. 1 didn't count the days, but be- 
fore I knew it, I had become an upper-class man. 

In iny second year I thought my hardships were over. I 
completely forgot what our squad leader told us. My eyes 
were fixed on my graduation, and I forgot that I still had 
three more years to hurdle. Each day grew more insignifi- 
cant to me. | wanted time to go faster. I wanted to march on 
the stage. 1 was so engrossed by the thought of graduation 
that 1 forgot the problems of the moment—failing 
grades—and neglected my duties and responsibilities. 1 
was living such a fast-paced life that 1 thought nothing 
could stop me. 

But something did. A series of events made me realize 
that God was trying to slow me down. One day, 1 found my- 
self packing up my things and leaving the Academy. 

As 1 was sorting out my things, I came across a book that 1 
had left unread. It was covered with dust, its cover torn. It 
didn't cover any of the subjects we had to learn in the 
‘Academy, but it covered a whole lot of my life. 

1 was not much into reading books. Everything we did 


YouNc BLoop 
Yron Celison G. Sarile 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts om current issues? We 
welcome contributions from. the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


“had'to be done on schedule: eating, studying, even taking a 


bath. When we had free time, I would spend it playing my 
favorite sports or entertaining visitors. There was so much 
to study that I could not find time to read another book. I 
had no time to read devotional books, until I rediscovered 
this book and realized that because of the schedule we kept, 
it was the only kind I could read and finish from cover to 
cover. 

Ispent a year outside the Academy. The first few weeks 
were very hard for me. I would stay in my room, keep the 
lights off and sit in one corner contemplating what hap- 
pened to me and asking God where I had gone wrong. 

One day as I was looking into the boxes 1 had brought 
home, I saw the book again. Since I had nothing do, I 
opened it and turned it to the page corresponding with the 
date, The reading was about a man who kept playing for 
God even when he had only one string left on his violin. 

‘That started me on the habit of reading the page for ev- 
ery single day. I couldn't say if it was merely a coincidence, 
bur each time I had questions in my heart, the devotional 
reading answered it. 

I started to slow down. As I licked my wounds, I started 
to reconnect with God again. It was a slow but a meaningful 
process. I committed every single day of my life to God and 
made sure that it counts for Him. 

Tremembered the advice of our squad leader and under- 
stood what he was talking about. Then I noticed that I was 
getting more out of life by living it every day. I started to 
write my own journal so that I would have a record of the 
lessons 1 learned not just from the book but also from the 
people I met. 

When it was time for me to report back to the Academy, I 
knew that I had to do more than just graduate. 1 felt ready 
to finish what I had started. And I got more than what I 
asked for. 

Of course, I wasn't immune to problems. I faced even big- 
ger problems before I finally completed my course. But I 
knew that the closer you get to God, the more your faith 
will be put to a test by problems, David McCasland, one of 
the book's contributing authors, was challenged by а 
friend’s declaration that he wanted to follow the Lord with 
"daily rather than dramatic devotion.” Each of us has expe- 
rienced some great spiritual events in our lives, but our dai- 
ly choices to obey Christ best express our love for Him. 

If my life were a book, it would definitely be “Daily 
Bread.” Only a few people are lucky enough to be given a 
second chance, I am one of the lucky ones. I consider this 
life my second life and I don't want to let it go to waste 
again, My gratitude to God is great, and I do not know how I 
can ever repay His goodness. Maybe 1 can begin by serving 
others every day in every way I can. 


Yron Celison G. Sarile, 23, is an ensign in the Philippine Navy. 
He was assistant editor in chief of Corps Magazine, the official 
publication of the Philippine Military Academy. 
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Neri closing door 
on his redemption 


THE SENATE INVESTIGATION IN- 
to the NBN-ZTE contract once 
again highlights the need to re- 
mind all government workers that 
public office is a public trust. In. 
the case of Romulo Neri, his loyal- 
ty to duty should have trumped 
his loyalty to whoever appointed 
him Neda director-general 

While many hailed Neri for ex- 
posing Comelec Chairman Ben- 
jamin Abalos attempt to bribe him. 
and for identifying Enrique Razon 
as the powerful businessman be- 
hind his relief as Neda chief, I saw 
nothing in his testimony worthy of 
praise, It was clear that he was 
concerned less about the Filipino 
people being burdened with a 
P15-billion debt for 20 years than 
about his remaining in good 
graces with his boss and benefac- 
tor 

lagree that Neri was daring 
enough to reveal the details of the. 
alleged bribery attempt and defy 
those who threatened to cast 
doubt on his heretofore unsullied 
character and brilliant mind. But 
for all his much vaunted integrity, 
Neri was а big disappointment. 
Millions wanted to hear why a 
non-priority project was hastily 
approved for financing by govern- 
ment loan instead of by the pri- 
vate sector as he and President 
Macapagal-Arroyo had previously 
agreed. But invoking executive 
privilege, he refused to disclose 
‘what transpired from the time he 
informed the President of the 
bribery attempt until the NBN 
contract was signed and he was 
transferred to the Commission on 
Higher Education. 

The Senate hearing could have 
been Метїз trial as well. It put to 
the test not his intelligence or his 


competence but his forthright- 
mess. Half-truths often become 
bold lies when vital information is 
deliberately withheld, or facts are 
зо arranged as to lead listeners to 
a false conclusion. 

It is said that everyone has his 
own price. A man may be coerced, 
bought or flattered into doing 
what he would not do under ordi- 
nary circumstances. By his ac- 
count, Neri showed he could not 
be coerced by Enrique Razon or 
bought by Benjamin Abalos. But 
subtle flattery can open doors 
where brute force or tons of mon- 
ey would fail to afford even a 
peek. I think Neti was made to be- 
lieve that the President needed 
him in her Cabinet. 

То prop up its credibility and 
mask its rot, every oppressive and 
corrupt regime needs a few God- 
fearing, decent, honest, brilliant 
men and women of seemingly un- 
shakable character. Neri was a 
logical choice. It is unfortunate 
that he fell for an evil tendency 
that most of us relish but refuse to 
admit—self-exaltation. His high 
opinion of himself led him to be- 
lieve he can do a good job at 
CHEd where he is stretching his 
expertise too far. Now he thinks 
he is doing the right thing in pro- 
tecting the very people who in- 
sulted him while he was at the 
Neda, by keeping his silence. it is 
my hope and plea that Neri would 
wake up to what his scheming 
friends have been up to all along 
before he finally shuts the door 
оп his redemption. 

—ANTONIO NANTES GUEVARA, 

103 Flanders St., 
Santarosa Village 2, 
Barangay Don Jose, 

Sta. Rosa City, Laguna 4026 
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Odd explanation 


ACCORDING TO AN INQUIRER 
report, First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
Arroyo denied having pointed his 
finger at Joey de Venecia and hav- 
ing told him to "Back off!" (Iqu- 
та, 10/3/07) He claimed he didn't 
know De Venecia well enough to 
confront the latter during a chance 
encounter at the Wack Wack Golf. 
and Country Club. 

Yet in the same breath, he con- 
firmed that he warned De Venecia 
that the latter might be criminally 
liable under the anti-graft law. 

Odd. If De Venecia was indeed a 
stranger to the First Gentleman, 
why did President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's husband remind the young 
man of a potential conflict of 
terest? 

—ROBIN PIGUE, 
Sycamore Tower, 
Dansalan Gardens, 
Mandaluyong City 


IF you have any complaints, 
grievances or suggestions 
about the treatment of news | 
and photos by the Inquirer, 
you may write to the Readers’ 
‘Advocate, Philippine Daily In- 
quirer Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send. 
a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897- 
4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 
cate@ inquirer.com.pl 

Writers of letters to the edi- 
tor are requested to include 
their complete address and 
telephone or pager number or 
e-mail address jor verification | 
purposes. The Inquirer will 
пог publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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MEMBERS of the Freedom from Debt Coalition, wearing Benjamin Abalos and Jose Miguel Arroyo masks, 
introduce а new alphabet song regarding the controversial $329-million ZTE deal, 


memoro 


ZTE-NBN: a diversionary ploy by the administration? 


IS THE ZTE-NBN DEAL JUST AN- 
other extravaganza? Isuspect itis, 
staged by no less shan the Arroyo 
administration, and the opposi- 
tion and the public have once 
again been taken in. 

"Hasn'tanyone been wondering 
why all of a sudden the deal was 
out in the open, about the same 
time as Joseph Estrada's convic- 
tion? 

Hasn'tanyone been wondering 
why it took Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo only a few days to suspend 
the deal, so easily, as if she were 
just suspending classes in ele 
mentary schools due to a y- 
phoon? 

Hasn't anyone been wondering 
why of all the people it was Jose 
de Venecia IIl, the son of a very 
close ally of GMA, who had то ex 
pose the deal? 


Hasn't anyone been wondering 
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why in the Senate hearings on the 
NBN deal the top brass of the ex- 
ecutive department has been 
quite cooperative? 

Hasn't anyone been wondering 
why Comelec Chair Benjamin 
Abalos has been the fall guy in 
this deal? 

Tam not wondering. | believe 
that the Arroyo administration 
has a threefold agenda in this 
deal 

1, To make money. Thus the re- 
ported overpricing and bribery. 
Аз to how we can get to the bot- 
tom of these allegations, it is un- 
certain. What is now clear is that 
there's bad money in the deal; 

2. To divert public attention 
from the conviction of Estrada. 
And it seems the Arroyo admin- 
istration has achieved this ob- 
jective. Even the media can't 
seem to get enough of the ban 


ner stories; and 

3. To kick out Abalos. He has 
failed the Arroyo administration, 
As Comelec chair, he failed to 
contain the Garci scandal. Also, 
in the last elections, opposition 
candidates won over СМАУ bets. 

GMA has quite mastered the 
artof staging and directing lavish 
shows—take note of perfect tim- 
ing, blocking and acting. No won- 
der she remains the leading lady 
of the Philippine government de- 
spite all the scandals that have 
engulfed her presidency. 

With regard to De Venecia Ш, 
he is in safe hands. In fact, he is 
the one who has benefited the 
most from this deal. He is now the. 
star of the show, the idol, the 
hero. The next Speaker of the 
House? 

—VLYSSES GUEVARRA, 
ulysses.guevarta@yahoo.com 


ater sector privatization a failure 


MOST RECENTLY, LOCAL WATER 
Utilities Administration's Orlando 
Hondrade, former LWUA board 
chair Francisco Dumpit and 
Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage Services’ Lorenzo Jamo- 
та were sacked by Malacafiang for 
dishonesty, funds misappropria- 
tion and illegal advances. 

While we appreciate this unex- 
pected move of the Palace, we ask 
ourselves: Is corruption the only 
issue worth investigating? If we 
look 10 years back, these three did 
something far worse than the ir- 
regularities for which they were 
dismissed. 

The Freedom from Debt Coali- 
tion has conducted research to as- 
Sess the viability of water sector 
privatization. And in the past 10 
years, it has been watching the 
“progress” and “achievements” of 
MWSS privatization. All that the 


program has come up with are 
“unmet service obligations” and 
“failed hopes.” ‘The public may 
feel that there is now better ser- 
vice. But there's more to the laying 
of pipes than meets the суе. 
There's the 562-percent increase 
in Maynilad’s rates-and the 792- 
percent increase in Manila Water's 
rates since 1997, despite their 
promise not to increase their rates 
significantly in their first 10 years 
of operation. There's Maynilad's 
62-percent non-revenue water 
(NRW) in 2007, despite its target 
of only 16 percent. And there's the 
two utilities’ non-accountability; 
they are considered "mere agents 
and contractors” by the MWSS 
board of trustees. 
—ELA MARIANO, 
Blue Drop Campaign, 
Freedom from Debt Coalition, ela 
Gireedomfromdebtcoalition.org 


BIR clarifies ‘updates’ on Pall Mall 


THIS REFERS TO THE SEPT. 24 
column of Neal Cruz on his "up- 
date" on the tax classification of 
locally manufactured Pall Mall 
cigarettes. Allow us to put things 
in clear perspective: 

1. The leadership change at the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue had 
nothing to do with former BIR 
commissioner Mario Bufiag's insis- 
tence on his ruling “retaining the 
excise tax on imported Pall Mall for 
the locally manufactured Pall 
Mall.” Official records show that as 
of end-May the BIR had incurred a 
collection shortfall of P26 billion 
This further increased to P38.6 bil- 
lion by endJune. These figures 
represent the actual revenue per- 
formance of the BIR. 

2. it is true that the “Buñag 
memorandum to Teves dated June 
13" did not recommend a reversal 
of the former BIR commissioner's 
ruling: but, as Cruz himself point- 
ed out, it was a "report on the price 
survey conducted on Pall Mall 
cigarettes ro resolve the issue on its 
proper classification.” More accu- 
rately, Bufag's June 13, 2007 letter. 
clearly stated that "based on the re- 
sults of the Dec. 22, 2006 price sur- 
vey of Pall Mall and its variants, the 
average net retail price there- 
of—excluding the value-added 
and excise taxes—was P6.15 per 
pack with the applicable tax rate of 
P6.35 (now P6.74) per pack. 

3. The price survey was con- 
ducted by the BIR itself in compli- 
ance with Sec. 145 of the National 
Internal Revenue Code (NIRC), as 
amended, precisely to determine 
the tax classification of the locally 
manufactured Pall Май brands. 
This price survey is central to the 
whole issue of tax classification; 
there should be no attempt to put 
the significance of survey results in 
a diminished context It is the 


sense of the law that there can be 
no classification of a new brand of 
cigarettes without conducting a 
price survey. 

4. On taking issue with the 
“power of the finance undersecre- 
tary” to render the disputed ruling, 
Cruz may have in mind Sec. 4 of 
the МАС, which provides that the 
power to interpret the provisions 
of this Code and other tax laws 
shall be under the exclusive and 
original jurisdiction of the commis- 
sioner, subject to review by the sec- 
retary of finance. It is a settled judi- 
cial doctrine that when an under- 
secretary, in this instance the DOF 
undersecretary for Legal and Rev- 
enue Operations Group, signs “By 
authority of the Secretary” the 
same has the force and effect of a 
resolution signed by the secretary 
himself. 

5. In this light, a finance under- 
secretary has the “power to rule on 
the classification of cigarette 
brands" or "the power to reverse а 
ruling by the internal revenue 
commissioner" The review power 
ofthe secretary (or by an undersec- 
retary acting "By authority of the 
Secretary”) under Sec. 4 of the 
NIRC means that a ruling by the 
commissioner shall be presumed 
valid until overturned or modified 
by the secretary of finance (DOF 
Department Order No. 7-02). 

6. The disputed classification 
ruling was signed by the finance 
undersecretary, not by the secre- 
tary himself as Cruz would have 
wanted it, because, under the 
NIRC, that was within his authority 
as undersecretary for Legal and 
Revenue Operations Group. 

—GAUDENCIO A. MENDOZA JR., 

undersecretary, 
Legal and Revenue 
Operations Group, 
Department of Finance 
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Farmers kept landless 10 yrs 
after Bukidnon hunger strike 


By Ryan D. Rosauro 
Inquirer Mindanao 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—TEN YEARS AGO, HUNDREDS 
of Higaonon farmers went on hunger strike in Sumilao town 
in Bukidnon to demand the immediate redistribution of an 
estate owned by a powerful family. 


The emotion-lled protest, which 
dragged for several days, gave face to 
the harsh realities confronting tenants 
who dream of owning the land they till 
under the governments Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program (CARP). 

And the governments response 
proved to be the litmus test of how 
the CARP would fare when covering 
plantation estates and other large 
landholdings, atleast in Mindanao. 

‘Today, the same farmers will com- 
memorate those fateful days, many of 


them still landless and struggling to 
acquire possession of the 144-hectare 
Quisumbing Estate. At 4 a.m., they 
will begin a two-month-long march 
from Sumilao to Manila to dramatize 
their demand to be finally installed in 
the disputed estate. 


March 

“This will be all walk,” said Oliver 
Villa, media officer of the nongovern- 
ment Balaod Mindanaw which has 
been assisting the farmers. 


‘The protesters and their supporters are 
expected to arrive in this city tomorrow. 
‘They will march to Surigao and push for 
Manila via the PanPhilippine Highway. 
They are expected to arrive in Manila in 
time for the observance of Intemational 
Human Rights Day on Dec. 10. 

The controversial Sumilao Estate has 
been the subject of intense legal and po- 
litical battle between 167 farmer-benefi- 
aries and the Quisumbing family since 
1997 when it was placed under CARE 


sht for land 

Although the farmers have obtained 
certificates of land ownership awards 
(Cloas), the Quisumbing family was 
able to get approval for the estate's 
conversion from purely agricultural 
production to agri-industrial use. The 
conversion provided an avenue for 
eluding the program’s coverage. 


On Aug. 25, 1999, the Supreme Court 
ruled with finality on the land-use con- 
version. Under the CARP's implementing 
rules, the estate's owners have five years 
to implement the new land-use plan. 

But according to lawyer Jennifer 
Ramos of Balaod Mindanaw, the fam- 
ily has not done anything to actually 
convert the estate's usage for agri-in- 
dustrial purposes until the five-year 
period lapsed in 2004. 


No conversion 

This now entitles the farmer-beneficia- 
ries the right to demand implementation 
ofthe CARP coverage, Ramos explained. 

Resistance to land reform came in 
various forms. 

In Negros Occidental, a farmers’ 
group said an estate owned by the 
family of First Gentleman Mike Ar- 
royo was reclassified to evade CARP. 


JEEP STOP 


А Cordillera woman alights from a public utility jeep in Baguio City. Travel along the Halsema 
Highway has become hazardous as confirmed by Public Works Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane 
who said contractors there made the road "softer than hollow blocks." 


Uncollected Baguio trash 


revives 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer N. Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—THE 
citys policy to stop 
collecting unsegre- 
gated garbage has 
revived fears of a 
reemergence of an- 
Other meningococ- 
сепа crisis that 
brought Baguio to its 
knees two years ago. 

Because of the pol- 
icy the city has ехре- 
rienced a garbage cri- 
sis of sorts as uncol- 
lected trash littered S> 
alleys and streets not 
only in the down- 
town area but also in garbage. 
villages here. 

But Mayor Reinaldo Bautista Jr. said on 
Monday he would be “relentless” in pursu- 
ing his “no-segregation, no-collection” pro- 
gram after health officials assured him they 
had no data linking an unsanitary environ- 
ment to the fatal meningitis strain that hit 
Baguio residents in 2004 and 2005. 

‘The Baguio Community of Volunteers, a 
dic group composed of businessmen, 


VOLUNTEERS help pick up trash in Baguio City 
after officials refused to collect unsegregated 
VNCENTCABEIANQUREANOTIHONLUZON 


fears of meningo 


Japanese — residents 
and Baguio old 
timers, feared that the 
uncollected garbage 
left for a week in the 
downtown area may 
trigger a reemergence 
ofthe disease. 

On Saturday, they 
hauled off the trash 
themselves. 

On the same 
night, some of city's 
recycling operators 
also segregated and 
collected garbage 
that had piled up at 
the entrance of the 
city's public market. 

But the World 
Health Organiza- 
tion had not been 
able to determine what had ignited 
Baguio's meningococcemia outbreak, said 
Dr. Myrna Cabotaje, Cordillera director of 
the Department of Health. 

Tt was the first time this information was 
made public since panic triggered by the out- 
break weakened the local economy: Tourists 
and businessmen refused to travel to the sum- 
mer capital for fear of contracting the disease. 

E a 


RoUNDUP 
Vaccination target: 400,000 kids 


TACLOBAN CITY— Health regional officials plan to vaccinate some 
400,000 children aged 4 years and below in a month-long campaign 
starting Oct. 15. 

The vaccines will be available in barangay health centers, pub- 
lic plazas and markets, Dr. Eduardo Pedrosa, regional coordina- 
tor of the Department of Health's “Ligtas Tigdas” campaign, 
said 

Beneficiaries are children who are 9 months up to 4 years old, or 
those born from Oct. 15, 2003, to Jan. 15, 2007. 

їп 2003, the DOH gave anti-measles vaccine to 160,789 children. 

Joey A. Gabieta, Inquirer Visayas 


Bayan Muna exec turns self in 

BAGUIO CITY—A Bayan Muna official has surrendered to police after 
learning that a warrant of arrest would be served against him in connec- 
tion with an attack by communist rebels on soldiers in Bontoc, Mt. 
Province, in 2004. 

A police report, however, said Jose Cawiding, 42, was arrested on 
Abanao St. on Oct. 1 while he was on his way home after attending a 
meeting at the Baguio Justice Hall. 

Police have charged Cawiding, 42, Bayan Muna coordinator here, 
with eight counts of murder on suspicion that he was one of the New 
People's Army (NPA) rebels involved in the attack. 

Desiree Caluza, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


NPAs abduct village exec 


DAVAO CITY—Suspected New People's Army (NPA) rebels abducted а 
village official before they raided a military detachment in Montevista 
town in Compostela Valley on Sunday. 

‘Maj. Medel Aguilar, commander of the Sth Civil Relation Group of 
the Eastern Mindanao Command, said the rebels used a village offi- 
cial as their bait to gain entry to a military detachment in Barangay 
Kanigid in Montevista, before surprising the military and militia- 
men. 

“They resorted to treachery,” Aguilar said. 

Maj. Rodrigo Sosmefia, spokesperson of the Eastern Min- 
danao Command, identified the abducted village chair as a cer- 
tain Mahumas. 

Dennis Jay Santos and Jeffrey M. Tupas, Inquirer Mindanao 


Banana firms threaten to move out 

DAVAO CITY—Banana companies here dropped hints they will 
move their plantations to other parts of Mindanao should they final- 
ly lose the battle against the city government's ban on aerial spray- 
ing. 

Last week, Judge Renato Fuentes of the Regional Trial Court 
Branch 17 trashed the petition of the Pilipino Banana Growers 
and Exporters Association (PBGEA) to overthrow the ban, which 
they claimed was unconstitutional and detrimental to their busi- 
ness 

‘The ban was passed by the city council in March after a series of in- 
vestigations that confirmed the deterioration of health of those living 
near banana plantations. 

Judy Quiros with a report from Joselle Badilla, Inquirer Mindanao 


Panlilio forgives attacker 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Pampanga Gov. Eddie Panlilio has forgiven 
the man who tried to stab him as he was being interviewed by reporters 
at the provincial capitol's lobby on Monday. 

The suspect, Rafael "Doy" Enriquez, and his mother, Cathy, showed 
up at the governor's office at past 4 p.m., also on Monday, to apologize. 
‘They were accompanied by policemen who, after more than six hours 
of search, tracked down Enriquez in their house in Barangay Sta. Lucia 
here. 

"^I felt pity for him,” Panlilio, a Catholic priest on leave, said of En- 
riquez. The mother said her son was suffering from “schizophrenic dis- 
order.” 

“He was spurned by a girl he loved," she said of why her son has. 
been emotionally unstable for some months now. 

She said a private psychiatrist in Pilar, Bataan, has been attending to 
her son. Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


P1.4-M іп narra seized 


CAMP NAKAR, Lucena City—Government authorities confiscated a 
truckload of undocumented narra flitches worth P1.4 million in an anti- 
illegal logging operation in Pili, Camarines Sur on Monday, the 
spokesman of the Armed Forces Southern Luzon Command sald here 
Thursday. 

Army Maj. Randolph Cabangbang, citing a belated report, said Philip- 
pine Navy operatives, police and Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources personnel flagged down a 10-wheel truck with license 
plate CTW-528 at a checkpoint in Barangay San Jose along the Maharli- 
ka Highway. 

When searched, the truck ylelded 21.9 cubic meters (9,300 board 
feet) of narra flitches with an estimated market value at P1.4 million. 

Пей T. Mallari Jr., Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Have their eyes 
checked today. 
See your local 

ophthalmologist. 


Project of 
The Philippine 
Society 
of Pediatric 
Ophthalmology 
and Strabismus 


FREE EYE EXAMS 
for indigent children 
in the following 
articipating hospitals 
n October 11,2007: 


Metro Manila: 
*East Avenue Medical 
Center 
*Cardinal Santos Medical 
Center 
"University of Santo Tomas 
Hospital 
*St. Luke's Medical Center 
*UP-Philippine General 
Hospital 


lloilo: 
*Western Visayas 
Medical Center 
Cebu: 
*Chong Hua Hospital 
*Cebu Doctors Hospital 


Davao: 
*Daváo Doctors Hospital 


DANGER ZONE 


Land and rock slides along the Halsema Hig! 
Farmers lucky enough to hurdle these: 


their produce along the road rather than return home with them. 
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ау are a bane for Benguet vegetable traders, especially during this harvest season. 
would be making a killing at the La Trinidad Trading Post but those who were stranded leave 
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Gov orders engineer, 
board member to shed 
light on graft report 


By Felipe V. Celino 
Inquirer Visayas 


ROXAS CITY—FED UP WITH RE- 
ports of wrongdoing at the Capi- 
tol, Gov. Victor Tanco Sr. has or- 
dered at least two provincial offi- 
cials to explain their involvement 
in alleged irregularities. 

Tanco, in a memorandum is- 
sued on Friday, gave the acting 
head of the provincial engi- 
neer's office (PEO), Ernesto Ag- 
uko, three days to shed light on 
allegations that construction 
materials chargeable to the 
provincial government were de- 
livered to a private person. 

The governor issued а sepa- 
rate memorandum to provincial 
board member Vincent Fritz 
Cruz-Am to explain why a red- 
plate government vehicle issued 
to him was seen ata drive-in mo- 
tel in Пойо City on Sept. 23. 

Tanco, a former three-term 
vice governor, also vowed to in- 
vestigate how an employee of 
the Provincial Planning and De- 
velopment Office (PPDO) was 
still able to receive his salary 
while already out of the country. 


Military won't recognize Church peace 


LUCENA CITY—THERES NO 
such thing as peace zones in ar- 
eas that have become battle- 
fields of government soldiers 
and communist guerrillas, ac- 
cording to Southern Luzon's 
highest military official 

Lt. Gen. Rodolfo Obaniana, 
Southern Luzon Command 
(Solcom) chief, said the mili- 
tary would not recognize the 
peace zones declared by various 
groups to protect civilians from 
crossfire. 

“I do not believe in peace 
zone, I do not agree with that,” 
said Obaniana 

“We do not want to happen 
that the so-called рёасе zone 
area will eventually become a 


sanctuary of the NPA (New Peo- 
ple's Army)" he said during his 
first press conference with re- 
porters here last week. 


Legitimate army 

"We are the only legitimate 
armed forces so there should be 
no such thing as unilateral dec- 
laration of peace zones in any 
areas where we could not go or 
the NPA,” he said. 

“Can they assure us that the 
NPA will not go there without 
firearms? Does that mean that 
once inside the peace zone, we 
could no longer make arrest? 
‘That our hands are tied once we 
step inside the peace zone?” 
Obaniana asked. 


Ifugaos raise funds 
for murdered RP maid 


BAGUIO CITY—IFUGAO PEO- 
ple overseas have launched a 
fund drive to raise $15,000 to 
bring home the body of a 27- 
year-old Filipino maid who was 
found murdered in a Canadian 
suburb this week. 

Canadian newspaper accounts 
about the Oct. 1 death of Jocelyn 
Dulnuan of Barangay Namuldita 
in Hingyon, Ifugao, had been 
sketchy, except to state that her 
body was discovered by her Mis- 
sissauga City employer and that 
the police had confirmed that she 
“died from foul play" 

Anthony Basil, Cordillera 
case officer of the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administra- 
tion (Owwa), said Dulnuan’s 
case had been forwarded to For- 
eign Undersecretary Esteban 
Cornejos, who handles the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs’ mi- 
grant workers affairs desk. 


Undocumented 

Basil said the government 
was working out the repatria- 
tion of Dulnuan’s remains, after 
learning that the victim was an 


unprocessed overseas worker in 
Canada. 

Dulnuan was deployed to 
Hong Kong last year, Basil said, 
citing her welfare fund mem- 
bership records. "It is actually a 
trend. Overseas workers fly to 
Hong Kong and then seek Cana- 
dian entry soon after,” he said. 

She was employed in Missis- 
sauga by Vasdev Chanchlani, 
chief financial officer of the 
Toronto-based software devel- 
oper Sigma Global Solution. 
Chanchlani's wife Jayshree is a 
doctor in the city. 

Basil said the government 
would pursue the investigation, 
regardless of Dulnuan’s work 
circumstances. 


Red tape 

Toronto-based Imelda Be- 
langer, Dulnuan’s distant cousin, 
complained in an e-mail letter 
that Philippine red tape had 
barred embassy officials from 
handling her cousin's case. 

Belanger sought help online 
instead, claiming that the 
Philippine consulate there had 


Amputations, loss 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
The number of Filipinos Бот 
without legs or had limbs cut off 
due to diabetes and other reasons 
had reached about 1.2 million in 
2002 and it is at an “uphill trend,” 
according to a doctor from the 
Physicians for Peace (PFP). 
"There are no current statistics 
but we can infer from the number 
of patients undergoing amputa- 
tions in two of the governments 
biggest hospitals that [the num- 
ber is] rising,” said Dr. Josephine 
Bundoc, coordinator of the РЕР 


Daily amputations 

Bundoc's group and Gov. Ed- 
die Panlilio launched the "Walk- 
ing Free Pampanga” at the So- 
cial Action Center of Pampanga 
(Sacop) here on Saturday. 


Bundoc said the Philippine Gen- 
eral Hospital handles at least one 
amputation surgery daily while 
the Philippine Orthopedic Hospital 
deals with two cases daily. 

Data from the government- 
run Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines Medical Center (formerly 
V. Luna Hospital) and Veterans 
Memorial Medical Center, and 
private hospitals and clinics spe- 
cializing in amputations, were 
not immediately available. 

During Saturdays launch, 
129 amputees came for screen- 
ing to get free artificial limbs 
from funds being raised by the 
PFR provincial and local govem- 
ments, Kapampangan Develop- 
ment Foundation, Rotary Club 
and other civic organizations. 

Bundoc said the leading cause 


He cited his experiences with 
declared peace zones in Min- 
danao. 

"After sometime, that area al- 
ready became the sanctuary of 
the NPA, those armed and un- 
armed communist personali- 
ties,” said Obaniana, former 
chief of the militarys Eastern 
Mindanao Command. 


Dismay 

Bishop Rolado Tria Tirona, 
head of the Prelature of Infanta 
based in northern Quezon, and 
the Church-based multisectoral 
group Kapatirang Alay sa Kaun- 
laran ng Bayan or Kaakbay- 
Quezon, reacted with dismay 
Over Obaniana’s statements. 


“Tm sorry to hear that. But he 
has to understand and respect the 
people's deep longing for peace,” 
Tirona said in a phone interview. 

‘The bishop said peace zones 
were not just areas without 
armed conflicts, but also with 
people who are active in pro- 
moting nonviolence. 

Tirona said declaring areas as 
peace zones was not meant to 
bar soldiers from entering. 

"They could even go there for 
their R and R (rest and recre- 
ation)" said Tirona. 


Leave us alone 
“The people living inside the 


peace zone areas do not expect 
both parties (AFP and NPA) to 


understand the peace zone dec- 
laration,” said Kaakbay-Quezon 
ina statement. 

“What they (the villagers) ap- 
peal is for the armed protagonists 
to respect their sincere desire to 
live in peace,” it said. 

Ina pastoral letter he issued in 
March, Tirona called on the mili- 
tary and communist rebels to re- 
spect the peace zone declared by 
the Church, local government 
units of Infanta and General 
Nakar and different sectoral 
groups three years ago. 

The local government and resi- 
dents of Real have also recently 
‘declared their municipality a zone 
of peace to spare themselves from 
dashes between government 


JOCELYN Duinuan, 27, of Hingyon, Ifugao, in a photo posted in her Friendster account. Dulnuan, а. 
housekeeper, was found dead in the house of her employer in Mississauga in Ontario, Canada. covmeureonoro 


“been of no help at all.” 

“They said that she is not reg- 
istered [by] Owwa. So what 
‘would they do to OFWs who are 
not registered? Dump them in 
the river?” she said in her letter. 

“So at the moment, we are 


of leg on 


of amputation is diabetes and 
the resulting gangrene from 
wounds that do not heal. More 
than half of the patients on Sun- 
day cited the same cause. 

Some people are born with- 
out legs and this congenital 
problem is a result of, among 
other things, high level of expo- 
sure to pesticides, she said. 

The rest are caused by ассі- 
dents, tumors and infections. 

‘Bundoc said not all amputees 
are able to get artificial limbs or, if 
they get these at all, make do with 
heavy fake legs that are cheaper 


Cheaper limbs 

‘This was because the mod- 
ern artificial legs, which 
come with silicone lining and 
metal braces, cost at least 


depending on the good hearts 
of citizens to raise over $15,000 
to send the body home ... Lam 
asking help from the Filipino as- 
sociations and I just hope they 
will help,” she wrote. 

Response to her plea has 


been forthcoming. Filipino 
weblogs have announced a 
fund-raising event on Saturday 
for Dulnuan, which is spon- 
sored by the Filipino-Canadian 
community. Vincent Cabreza, 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


the rise, says doc 


P110,000 each, she said. 

Bundoc said the PFP and the 
Rotary Club help the PGH give 
those at P10,000 each through 
theaid of private donors. 

But even indigent patients 
could not afford that amount, 
she said. 

In the case of those who came 
to the launch, they have coped 
with the disability by using 
wooden or metal crutches or 
wheelchairs. 

Having one leg is fraught 
with taunting, as_8-year-old 
Roxanne Navarette found out. 

“My classmates call me pilay 
(lame),” said this girl who lost 
her leg when a van hit her three 
years ago. 

Her mother, Rosalita, said she 
has prodded her daughter to be 


thankful that she survived the 
accident. 


Life and limb 

Pablo Martin, an amputee 
and who leads the Amputees 
Support Group, said artificial 
limbs help him to resume pro- 
ductive lives. 

Martin, 54, and Virginia Re- 
cafia, 52, help in PFP's missions 
to “inspire amputees to go on. 

Panlilio said he hoped that 
“this effort of ours will be em- 
powering to you in the physical 
and spiritual sense.” 

Began in 2005, the PFPs 
“Walking Free Philippines" has 
helped 1,453 amputees, and 
more than 700 of them have re- 
ceived artificial legs. Tonette Ore- 
jas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Agulto, in his reply on Tuesday, 
said he himself was “surprised” to 
earn that the construction materi- 
als were delivered to the house of 
а Carmen Castillo at Sunshine Vil- 
lage in Banica, this city. He denied 
having any business or personal 
transaction with the woman, 

Castillo had earlier told local 
reporters that the materials 
were given to her by Agulto. 

Cruz-Am, for his part, said he 
did not know that his driver had 
brought the government-issued 
vehicle to the motel, where it 
was seen by Пойо-Баѕей re- 
porters. 

Tanco said he would thor- 
oughly consider the responses 
of the two officials before mak- 
ing his final decision. 

He directed provincial legal 
officer Jose Villanueva to recom- 
mend actions to be taken against 
erring officials and employees. 

The governor said he would 
consult the Civil Service Com- 
mission on what action to take 
against data comptroller 
Ronald Bulaquifia who failed to 
tender his resignation before 
going abroad. 


ZONES 


troops and communist rebels. 

Mt. Banahaw became a war 
zone in December 2005 when 
government soldiers and NPA 
rebels fought running gun bat- 
tles there. 

Civilians were among at least 
20 fatalities in the gunfights. 

Sariaya Councilor Alex Tolenti- 
no said settlers in mountain vil- 
lages had now turned to farming 
and wanted to be left in peace. 

"There's a real climate of 
peace in the mountain. Their 
farm harvest is bountiful. Let us 
all allow and respect their 
peaceful existence," Tolentino 
said in a phone interview. 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr., Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 


Police claim 
busting big 
cybersex gang 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA— 
Police arrested what it described 
as "one of the biggest cybersex 
operators ín Central Luzon" in 
simultaneous raids in Porac, 
Pampanga, on Thursday night. 

Senior Supt. Guillermo Loren- 
то Eleazar, Criminal Investiga- 
ton and Detecion Group 
(CIDG) regional director, said 
the suspects name was revealed 
to the provincial prosecutor but 
was not disclosed to reporters to 
keep up with a provision of the 
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 
2003 (Republic Act No. 9208). 

The raids on the suspects two 
houses in Barangay Sta. Cruz in 
Porac yielded 13 computers, 
three computer monitors, 11 
webcams, P85,580 and $1,000. 

‘Two women were rescued in 
the raids authorized through 
two search warrants issued by 
Judge Napoleon Sta. Romana of 
the regional trial court in Guim- 
ba, Nueva Ecija. 

They reported being paid P20 
per minute to perform porno- 
graphic acts online through 
wwwasianbabes.com. 

Eleazar said the suspects 
name had cropped up in previ- 
ous raids by the CIDG. His busi- 
ness partner, a woman, has re- 
mained at large. 

Before the raids in Porac, the 
CIDG had raided at least five cy- 
bersex shops, mostly in nearby 
Angeles City. Eight suspected 
operators were arrested. 

Eleazar said the local cyber- 
sex industry had changed 
modus operandi by scaling 
down activities Instead of 
maintaining a dozen or more 
prostituted women in one shop 
located in residential subdivi- 
sions in cities, the operators 
kept two women in their wings 
and relocated the shops outside 
of cities like Porac. 

“They managed to escape the 
suspicions of residents through 
that scheme,” Eleazar told the IN- 
quien, Tonette Orejas and Jun 
Malig, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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GMA says political noise won’t stop her from creating jobs 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— President 
Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday said no 
amount of political distractions would 
divert her from trying to improve the 
lives of ordinary Filipinos. 

Speaking in her native Kapampangan 
here, Ms Arroyo said: "No amount of po- 
litical noise can stop us from imple- 
menting our most important initiatives 
їп helping create more enterprises and 
increase earnings and create millions 
and millions of jobs for our people." 

She addressed some 5,000 people, 
mostly students, in the Pampanga leg 
of the Philippine Center for En- 
trepreneurship's "Go Negosyo.” 

“We will continue empowering our 
people so that they may be able to grab 
the opportunities that are being made 
aware by Go Negosyo,” Ms Arroyo said. 

‘Quoting the PCE's founding trustee, 
Jose Concepcion III, in his assessment 
of the economy, Ms Arroyo said the 
“current benign stable growth condi- 
tion can starta wave of entrepreneuri- 
al activities in the Philippines." 


11 awardees 

“We see signs of these happening 
not only in Pampanga but in several 
areas where we have promoted a new 
entrepreneurial class," she said. 


Ms Arroyo led other officials in giv- 
ing awards to 11 thriving enterprises 
in Pampanga. 

‘These are the Angeles University 
Foundation, Betis Crafts, Bank of 
Florida, Sasmuan Delicacies, Pampan- 
ga Sugar Development Co., Mekeni 
Meat Products, Pampanga's Best, 
Nepomuceno Group of Compani 
Razon’s Halo-Halo, Hausland Devel 
‘opment Corp. and the Savers Group of 
Companies. 

Ms Arroyo, Pampanga Gov. Eddie 
Panlilio, Concepcion and Presidential 
Management Staff Director General 
Сеге Remonde handed the awards. 

Ms Arroyo said the estimated four mil- 
lion entrepreneurs, including the 
awardees, had received P80 billion in mi- 
crofinancing loans in the last six years. 


Targeting OFWs 

The government has also released 
more than P100 million to 50,000 
smal] and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
since 2004, Ms Arroyo adding 
that the government has also cut red 
tape for business applications of 
SMEs. 

Go Negosyo should also focus on the 
overseas Filipino workers group in this 
new initiative, Ms Arroyo said. 

She said a “broad middle class” 
would be “one of the legacies” of her 
administration. 


Кы 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo speaks before students at the “Go Negosyo” awarding rites in the City of San Fernando in 


Pampanga. 
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Miriam sees Palace ploy in impeachment case 


From page Al 

їп love and politics and there is noth- 
ing the opposition can do about this,” 
Santiago said with a hearty laughter. 


Complaint without sense 

Sen. Francis Pangilinan also dis- 
missed Pulido's move as nothing but a 
maneuver to insulate Ms Arroyo from a 
more serious impeachment complaint 
since no two impeachment cases may 
be heard within the same year. 

"We will not agree to this kind of ma- 
neuver where anyone can just file а 
case with the House of Representatives 
even if the complaint has no sense,” 
Pangilinan said. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas П said that the 
Senate was already gearing up for the 
resumption of its probe into the con- 
troversial National Broadband Net- 
work (NBN) project awarded to Chi- 
na's ZTE Corp. 

Paced with a burgeoning scandal, 
Ms Arroyo has canceled the deal with 
ZTE. 


Affidavit will do 

Roxas said that if the Senate could 
not compel the President's husband, 
Jose Miguel Arroyo, to testify, it might 
be satisfied with a sworn statement 
from him. 

The senator said the hearings would 
not be a total waste, especially if Com- 
mission on Higher Education Chair Ro- 
mulo Neri would attend again. “His 
testimony is important and if he in- 
vokes executive privilege again, it will 
be our chance to bring the case to the 
Supreme Court.” 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


IS ROEL PULIDO THE NEW OLIVER 
Lozano? 

The man behind the latest im- 
peachment case against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo may have earned 
the unenviable tag, judging from the 
way congressmen have alternately 
questioned the motive behind his 
complaint. 

Pulido is not amused with the refer- 
ence to Lozano, author of two previous, 


ill-starred impeachment complaints 
against Ms Arroyo. Lozano's cases were 
condemned by the opposition for pre- 
venting minority congressmen from fil- 
ing a stronger complaint, which they 
believed would have had better 
chances of unseating Ms Arroyo. 

“The difference is that when he 
(Lozano) filed his complaint, he 
knew very well that the minority was 
preparing one already,” Pulido told 
the INQUIRER yesterday. “In my case, 
what did I preempt?” 


Lozano then, Pulido now? 


He said he took the initiative to 
hold Ms Arroyo accountable for her 
actions in connection with the $329- 
million National Broadband Network 
scandal. 

“Ies unfortunate that there's been 
a lot of talk regarding my motive," he 
said. "But this is not about me, this is 
about the President." 

Pulido said he was open to “im- 
proving" his two-page complaint and 
accommodate contributions from the 
minority bloc. 


J 


At the House of Representatives, 
congressmen yesterday confronted 
their colleague, Rep. Edgar San Luis, 
over his endorsement of Pulido's com- 
plaint. 

San Luis, the lone endorser of the 
complaint, took the floor only to be 
grilled by his fellow legislators. 


Reminder to San Luis 

“Are you prepared to tell me now 
thar in your heart of hearts, the Presi- 
dent is guilty, not only of a (simple) 
crime, but a crime so serious that it 
cries to the heavens?” Minority Leader 
Ronaldo Zamora asked the Laguna 
lawmaker during an interpellation. 

San Luis had delivered a privilege 
speech maintaining that he was not 
acting in behalf of Malacañang when 
he endorsed Pulido’s complaint. 


“Tm not picking a fight here,” he 
said in Filipino. “I am not campaigning 
for you to join me and endorse the 
complaint as well. I'm here to invite 
you to open the doors to the truth.” 
Zamora reminded San Luis, a neo- 
phyte lawmaker, about the conse- 
quence of an endorsement—a year- 
long immunity for Ms Arroyo against 
another, and possibly more serious, 
impeachment complaint. 


Disallowed by rules 

‘Under the rules, an impeachable of- 
ficial can be the subject of only one im- 
peachment complaint within a one- 
year period. The count starts when a 
case is filed and referred to the com- 
mittee on justice. 

Zamora and other opposition law- 
makers were apparently wary that a 


“weak” complaint would steal the 
thunder from a stronger complaint. 

This was what happened with the 
first impeachment case against Ms Ar- 
royo filed two years ago by Lozano, 
who beat the minority bloc to the 
draw. 

“We won't let the process get bas- 
tardized yet again,” Zamora said in a 
press conference. 

One opposition lawmaker said Puli- 
do's two-page complaint made the 
Lozano impeachment case appear far 
more legitimate. 


Locsin: ‘Frivolous, trivial’ 

"Ive never seen a complaint as 
frivolous, as trivial as this,” Makati 
Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. told San Luis 
during his interpellation. 

Locsin, a lawyer, picked the Pulido 


Bribery raps vs Palace mar impeach-GMA bid 


From page Al 

party-list group yesterday claimed a 
Malacafiang “functionary” had of- 
fered him P2 million to endorse the 
impeachment case against Ms Ar- 
тоуо, 

‘Opposition lawmakers said the pur- 
pose of the offer was to gain enough 
support for what they believed was a 
“weak” impeachment case against Ms 
Arroyo filed by private lawyer Roel 
Pulido—and thus prevent the filing of 
a more formidable complaint against 
the President later. 

The lawmakers said they were also 
approached to support the Pulido com- 
plaint but, like Beltran, they rebuffed 
the offer. 

Like Beltran, they also did not iden- 
tify who the supposed emissary was. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno 
dismissed what he called the “story- 
telling” of some House members, and 
said those making the latest bribe al- 
legations had a “credibility prob- 
lem." 

"Anybody can say anything. But 
why is just this being disclosed now? 
Why did they not immediately dis- 
close this?” Puno said in a phone in- 
terview. 

The alleged bribe offer came a little 
over two weeks after former Socioeco- 
nomic Planning Secretary Romulo Neri 
told a Senate inquiry that he had been 
offered P200 million to support the 
award of a government contract for 
the National Broadband Network pro- 
ject to China’s ZTE Corp. 

Former Commission on Elections 


Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. denied 
Neri's claim that the offer came from 
him but later resigned his post and 
threatened to sue Neri for libel. 


Initial offer was РІМ 

Beltran, one of the House members 
who had reported the smallest net 
worth, said he wanted to punch the 
supposed Palace emissary in the face. 

He revealed the offer when he spoke 
on the House floor and in media inter- 
views later 

He said the unidentified emissary 
initially dangled P1 million at him in 
exchange for his signing the Pulido 
complaint, and that the amount was 
later raised to P2 million. 

“It was as if he was bargaining with 
my principles,” said Beltran. 

The Pulido complaint was seen by 
the opposition as a ploy to “immu- 
nize” Ms Arroyo from a more sub- 
stantial impeachment case that may 
arise as Congress probes into the al- 
legedly anomalous $329-million ZTE 
contract. 

Ms Arroyo has scrapped the deal. 


3 emissaries 

“From what we gather, there are at 
least three persons who went around 
and asked for signatures,” House Mi- 
nority Leader Ronaldo Zamora told the 
INQUIRER. 

"Of (the six members of the minori- 
ty) who were asked to sign, some were 
also offered money ... The most impor- 
tant thing is our members flatly re- 
fused,” Zamora said. 


He said he and the rest of the mi- 
nority were gathering more informa- 
tion about the people who ap- 
proached the lawmakers, offering 
money in some cases, before identify- 
ing them. 

“We will come up with an announce- 
ment (of these identities) at the appro- 
priate time,” Zamora said. 

‘The opposition leader would not say 
if they were people from Malacafiang, 
or perhaps members of the House. 

“This is not the end of this,” he said. 


Often seen in House 

Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Ro- 
driguez on Saturday told the INquiRena 
Malacafiang “official” had asked him 
to sign Pulido's impeachment com- 
plaint. Yesterday, he said he was not of- 
fered any money. 

“[ suppose you know him. He is from 
Malacafiang but is often in the House,” 
Rodriguez said. "I сап" tell you his 
name because he approacled me in 
confidence.” 

Like Beltran, Rodriguez told the 
floor that he was approached by a per- 
son close to the Palace. 

A member of the House minority 
said the person who made the offer 
was a “party leader” of the administra- 
tion party Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino. 


‘Offer was a lump sum’ 

Two members of Kampi—party 
president Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Vil- 
lafuerte and Manila Rep. Amado 
Bagatsing—said over the weekend 


that Kampi didn't have anything to do 
with a supposed plan to "immunize" 
Ms Arroyo from a serious impeach- 
ment case. 

Laguna Rep. Dan Fernandez, a 
member of the administration-backed 
Partido Demokratiko-Sosyalista ng 
Pilipinas who chose to side with the 
opposition in the House, said he was 
also approached by a person close to 
Malacafiang. 

“The offer was a lump sum,” Fer- 
nandez said, refusing to go into the 
specifics. He added that there was a 
passing mention of building projects 
in his district. 

Another Laguna lawmaker, Justin 
Chipeco, said he and some others were 
also approached for their signatures. 

“I flatly rejected signing the com- 
plaint before talk involved money,” he 
said. 

Chipeco said impeachment com- 
plaints didn’t appear substantial 
enough to merit even a consideration 
for endorsement. 


Pursued from house 

Beltran said the person who made 
the offer first went to his house in San 
Jose del Monte City in Bulacan but 
missed him. In the afternoon, the per- 
son approached him at the session hall 
and “the offer was already P2 million.” 

Zamora said people should not lose 
sight of the issue—which was that 
there was an attempt to shield Ms Ar- 
royo from a solid impeachment com- 
plaint. 

He said the House minority had 


complaint apart and asked why, de- 
spite its seeming “frivolity,” it still won 
support from San Luis. 

San Luis maintained that he only 
wanted the public to know the truth 
about the $329-million NBN deal and 
whether Ms Arroyo had committed 
any wrongdoing. 

Locsin countered: “The honorable 
gentleman has endorsed this impeach- 
ment complaint in the hope that we 
shall lind out whether (the allegations 
are) true or not, not because he be- 
lieves these allegations are true. Is that 
correct?” 

San Luis meekly replied: “I'm not a 
judge who can easily come up with a 
decision. There should be a proper fo- 
rum to allow the truth to come out." 


Wrong committee 

In this case, Locsin said the Pulido 
complaint should be referred not to the: 
committee on justice, which would de- 
termine its sufficiency in form and sub- 
stance, but to the committee on good 
government, 

“If you are searching for truth about 
an alleged government anomaly, you 
should go to the committee on good 
government,” he told San Luis. 

Locsin lectured the Laguna repre- 
sentative on the consequences of his 
endorsement. 

“We must assume that by endorsing 
this complaint, he adopts each and ev- 
ery one of its allegations as sufficient 
to sustain a complaint against a consti- 
tutional officer,” Locsin said. 

San Luis took his seat and refused to 
accommodate further interpellation. 


been burned twice before for support- 
ing an impeachment complaint that 
was later dismissed because of the 
sheer number of majority congress- 
men 

‘An impeachment complaint en- 
dorsed by a congressman and referred 
to the House committee on justice pro- 
scribes the filing of another impeach- 
ment case against the same impeach- 
able official for the next 365 days. 

“We are just hoping for a gift from 
heaven that the complaint will not be 
referred (to the committee) or is with- 
drawn,” Zamora said. 


Sick of polities 

The Pulido complaint is the third im- 
peachment case filed against President 
Arroyo. The two others sprang from 
the so-called "Hello Garci” wiretap- 
ping scandal involving election cheat- 
ing. 

As far as Malacafiang is concerned, 
the new impeachment case is a “nonis- 
sue” and it will not get anywhere. 

“The latest impeachment saga is 
just another distraction that the 
President will ignore,” her 
spokesperson, Press Secretary Igna- 
cio Bunye, said. 

Bunye assailed Ms Arroyo's detrac- 
tors for trying to take the country 
three steps back "everytime the па- 
tion takes two steps forward on its 
path to economic growth and politi- 
cal stability." 

“The people of the nation are sick 
and tired of too much politics,” he 
sai 
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THE POWER TO LEAD 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE FIRST GRAFT COMPLAINT AGAINST 
Speaker Jose De Venecia and his son on 
their alleged links to the $329-million Na- 
tional Broadband Network deal was filed 
yesterday at the Office of the Ombudsman. 

Lawyer Roel Pulido accused the Speaker 
of six counts of violating the antigraft law 
when he concealed his son's financial inter- 
estin a telecommunications company—the 
Multi-Media Telephony Inc. (MTI)—that 
was granted a legislative franchise during 
his second termas House leader. 

The Speaker's son, Jose “Joey” de Venecia. 
Tii—owner of the MTT and the co-founder of 
the Amsterdam Holdings Inc. (AHI) —was al- 
зо charged with five counts of graft for repea- 
tedly applying for and obtaining a legislative 
franchise in violation of laws prohibiting rela- 
tives of the country’s high-ranking officials 
from intervening in any transaction or con- 
tract with the government. 


Political ploy 

The young De Venecia immediately dis- 
missed Pulido's charges as a "political ploy" 
In a phone interview with Inquirernet, 
Joey said he saw the hand of "higher ups" 
and his father's enemies in the case. 

The young De Venecia, sparked a contro- 
versy last month when he accused (then) 
Commission on Elections chair Benjamin 
Abalos of under-the-table dealings with the 
Chinese ZTE group that won the NBN con- 
tract; and the President's husband, Jose 
Miguel Arroyo, of being Abalos' backer. 

Pulido, former counsel for rebel soldiers 
accused in the so-called Oakwood mutiny, 
is the same complainant in the impeach- 
ment case filed in the House of Representa- 
tives last week against President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo in connection with the NBN 
deal. He also filed a separate complaint 
against the Speaker before the House com- 
mittee on ethics. 


Conflict of interest 

Та his complaint before the Ombudsman, 
Pulido alleged that violations were commit- 
ted when the young De Venecia obtained a 
legislative franchise for MTI in 1995, 
sought its affirmation, then obtained an 
amended franchise for MTI in 1997. 

Joey's submission of a proposal by AHI 
for the NBN project was the latest offense, 
Pulido said. 

In stressing the culpability of the Spea- 
ker, Pulido said De Venecia could not deny 
his knowledge of his son's interest in both 
MTI and AHI as the former had touted Joey 
as the “father of broadband in the Philip- 
pines and Southeast Asia.” 


Criminally liable 

Pulido said the Speaker should be held 
criminally liable “for his indispensable 
cooperation that allowed his son to ille- 
gally intervene in a government con- 
tract, particularly: 

for organizing a breakfast meeting be- 
tween Abalos and his son to discuss the 
deal; 

efor privately and publicly endorsing 
his son’s bid for the NBN project; 

efor arranging a meeting between 
‘Transportation Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza and his son so as to allow the former 
to endorse the business proposal to the 
latter. 

If convicted, the Speaker and his son 
could face 50 to 60 years years in prison, or 
10 years for each count, perpetual disquali- 
fication from public office, and confiscation 
or forfeiture of any prohibited interests, a 
press statement from the Pulido and Associ- 
ates Law Office said. 


Who else? 

Responding to the new charges, the 
young De Venecia said “This [Pulido] guy is 
being used by the higher ups to destroy the 
credibility of my father and me.” 

“This is just political for me. There is po- 
litical color here,” Joey said. 

Asked to identify the “higher ups" he was 
referring to, Joey pointed to the Speaker's 
enemies in the House. 

“Those who want to remove him as 
Speaker. Those who want to control the 
House. Sino pa ba (Who else)? But it’s up to 
my father kung lalabanan niya itong mga ito 
Gf he will fight these people)," he said. 
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THE MANILA Post Office in Liwasang Bonifacio is considered 
опе of the country's architectural icons. Done in the neoclassic 
style, the structure was completed in 1926 by Juan Arellano, 
опе of the founding fathers of architecture in the Philippines. 
The Manila Post Office was bombed by Americans in 
1945 in their attempt to liberate the city from the Japanese. 


It was rel 
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after World War Il. 


Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


‘Harmful chemicals in water supply’ 


Environment group Greenpeace says assessment part of continuing research 


BEST-SELLING COMBO 


UP Village, Quezon City. 


Alternative sites available 


Puzzled by the meaning of this signage? Patrons said homegrown kape (coffee) and 
freshly baked tinapay (bread) are the best sellers in this coffee shop on Matalino Street in 
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for Metro waste, says MMDA 


By Dj Yap and Kristine L. Alave 


METRO MANILA WILL NOT EXPERIENCE 
a garbage crisis despite the closure of the 
14-hectare landfill in Rodriguez, Rizal, the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Author- 
ity said yesterday. 

"It will not come to that. As-long as we 
have alternative sites for dumping waste, 
there will be no garbage crisis,” MMDA 
General Manager Robert Nacianceno said. 

He assured residents in the metropolis 
that the MMDA was on top of the situation, 
and that garbage collection would continue. 
for the time being. 

If worse comes to worst, "there will be 
probably a delay in collection for a day or 
two, There may be some discomfort, but 
we're confident that it will not be a major 
опе,” Nacianceno said. 

The 14-hectare landfill accommodates 
garbage produced by Metro Manila's 16 
cities and lone municipality. According to 
MMDA data, the metropolis produces 
about 8,000 cubic meters of garbage daily. 

“We're using several dumps, so if they re- 
ally bar us in Rodriguez, we can always di- 
vert to the other sites," he added. 

“But according to reports from our men, the 
dump trucks are not being tumed away in Ro- 
driguez, so we're staying put and watching the 
developments,” the MMDA official added. 


Garbage trucks 

Garbage trucks were still being allowed 
to dump waste yesterday in the town—not 
the old landfill—but the newer adjacent 
19-hectare facility, Nacianceno said. 

He added that as far as he knew, the town 
had allowed the use of the adjoining facility 
since last week after engineering and envi- 
ronmental consultants found that the 14- 
ha landfill was already "saturated and used 
up” and needed to be shut down, 

Asked if the new facility had the requisite 
environmental and municipal permits, Na- 
сіапсепо said: "We leave it to (the local 
government). It would be improper for the 
MMDA to preempt them or interfere, since 
it’s their operation." 


If problems arise from the current аг- 
rangement, he said the MMDA would look 
into alternative dumping grounds, such as 
the sanitary landfills in Obando, Bulacan or 
San Fernando, Pampanga, 

On Sunday, Rizal Gov, Casimiro Ynares II 
announced the closure of the 14-hectare land- 
fill, saying that further dumping of garbage in 
the area could trigger accidents and could 
pose a risk to lives and property in the vicinity. 


New landfills 

Ynares, meanwhile, said yesterday that 
Metro officials should find new landfills for 
their garbage as the new dump is for Rizal 
province's exclusive use. 

Не told the Inquirer over the phone that 
the provincial board had not allowed Metro 
Manila local governments to use the facility. 

However, if they cannot find a site to ac- 
commodate the metropolis’ waste, the MM- 
DA can ask the provincial board to open the 
new landfill to Metro trash, Ynares said. 

He also dismissed accusations by Rodriguez 
Mayor Pedro Cuerpo that the newer dump 
Jacked environment and municipal permits. 

While Ynares admitted that the new 
landfill has no Environmental Compliance 
Certificate, it does not prohibit the landfill 
from operating. The ECC, he pointed out, is 
not a permit, but a "planning tool." 

He said the Rodriguez landfill was or- 
dered shut by the province on Sept. 17, via 
aresolution. 

‘The order was supposed to take effect on 
Oct. 2, but was not implemented immedi- 
ately as the other parties like the MMDA 
and the Rodriguez town were not notified, 
the governor explained. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, mean- 
while, took the MMDA leadership to task 
for what he described as the “looming 
‘garbage crisis that threatens to bury Metro 
Manila in tons of uncollected garbage. 

He said the recent closure of the landfill 
in Rodriguez, Rizal, might adversely affect 
public health and the investment climate in 
Metro Manila, as local governments grap- 
ple with the problem of finding an appro- 
priate site for the waste 


By T] Burgonio 


SAMPLES OF TAP AND BOTTLED WATER TAKEN FROM 
some areas in Metro Manila and Bulacan province con- 
tain "volatile organic chemicals" and high levels of met- 
als, based on the results of a study conducted by environ- 


mental group Greenpeace. 


“Bottled water purchased їп 
Metro Manila contained higher 
than usual levels of zinc," it added. 
"It seems the Philippines is facing 
an inevitable water crisis," Green- 
peace campaigns director Von Her- 


- nandez said yesterday. "Despite the 


plethora of laws and regulations de- 
signed to protect our water sources, 
we feel this situation is expected to 
worsen.” 

The study, according to Hernan- 
dez, was part of their continuing re- 
search on the quality of water in the 
country 

Greenpeace toxics campaigner 
Beau Baconguis said they found 
harmful chemicals and above nor- 
mal levels of metals in tap water 
samples collected from Caloocan, 
Manila and Quezon City. 

These chemicals were tri- 
halomethanes, tricholorethene апа 


dichloropropene, she added. 

She explained that a groundwa- 
ter sample taken from an area close 
to the Payatas landfill in Quezon 
City contained trihalomethanes 
and an elevated zinc level. 

In Bulacan province, on the other 
hand, one of two tap water samples 
taken contained trihalomethanes 
and a relatively high level of zinc, 
Baconguis said. 

‘Trihalomethanes, according to the 
Internet, “are a group of four chemi- 
cals that are formed ... when chlorine 
and other disinfectants used to con- 
trol microbial contaminants in drink- 
ing water react with naturally occur- 
ring organic and inorganic matter" 

The chemicals have been shown to 
cause cancer in laboratory animals. 

‘Tricholorethene, on the hand, is а 
solvent used in factories which can 
cause dizziness and damage to the 


central nervous system when in- 
haled in large quantities. 

Dichloropropene is used mainly 
in farms to treat crops and can 
cause nausea, vomiting and irrita- 
tion of the skin, eyes and throat. 

According to Greenpeace, the 
chemicals could have come from in- 
dustrial plants. "In short, in many of 
the cases in which contaminants 
have been found in treated tap or 
bottled water, the river systems 
from which the raw water is drawn 
for these supplies do not appear to 
be the source of these contami- 
nants,” Baconguis said. 

The group collected samples in ar- 
eas where water is extracted for use 
by water utilities, and from surface 
water systems, piped networks and 
groundwater, It admitted, however, 


„that its study was not conclusive. 


Manila Water Co., which services 
the eastern section of the metropo- 
lis, said that it would look into the 
Greenpeace report. 

“We want to find out where it was 
tested,” Jeric Sevilla, corporate af- 
fairs head, said in an interview. 

Maynilad Water Services, which 
supplies water to the western zone 
of Metro Manila, could not be 
reached for comment. 


Step Up in life with the only housing loan that adjusts | 
ly amortization to your earning capacity. 
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With fixed payments that you can afford right now, 
there's no reason to wait for your dream home. 


Introducing 


BPI Family Savings Bank’s Step UP Housing Loan 


i 
‘We offer you affordable amortization plans with fixed loan payments for 15 and 20-year terms. 
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“oan Term: 15 Years 


‘Amount 
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* Computation based on a P1,000,000 loan amount on a fixed 20-year term 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING<space>name<space>message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressonline.com or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank 
or Express Banking Center near you. 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 
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Bullet-riddled van found in Sta. Cruz street 


By Allison W. Lopez 


RESIDENTS OF STA. CRUZ, MANILA. 
yesterday called up the police after 
seeing a van in the area which had 
bullet holes and blood stains on its 
seats. 

There was nobody inside the blue 
Nissan Vanette with license plate 
WEK 955 which was found parked 
at the corner of Quiricada and 
Almeda Streets. 

Police said no one saw whé left 
the vehicle in the area. 

They added that the van could 
have been used to carry out a crimi- 
nalact. 

Scene of the Crime Operatives of 
the Manila Police District were later 
called in to examine the vehicle. 


@ 


POLICEMAN examines an abandoned van on Quiricada Street n Sta. " 


Cruz, Manila. Residents called up the poli 


bullet marks and bloodstained seats. 


when they saw the vehicle had 
Ке 


Who were really involved in the NBN deal? 


‘THE INQUIRY INTO THE STINKING ~~ 


National Broadband Network (NBN) 
scandal seems to have hit a dead end 
with the principal witness, former 
Socioeconomic Secretary Romulo 
Neri, refusing to testify further on 
what he knows about the project. 

It seems his boss, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, has finally succeeded 
in having him clam up on the NBN 
deal. 

But the Senate blue ribbon com- 
mittee should not lose heart over Neri 
having cold feet, because he has told 
everything he knows to Philippine 
Star columnist Jarius Bondoc. 

The committee can have Bondoc 
testify on what Neri told him about 
the scandal 

Bondoc, a very responsible jour- 
nalist, has kept notes on his inter- 
views with Neri. 

1 understand Bondoc has also filed 
an affidavit about his conversations 
with the former chair of the National 
Economic and Development Authori- 
ty (Neda). 

The Senate can ask Bondoc for his 
notes and affidavit. 

Inhis Oct. 1, 2007 column, Bondoc 
quoted Neri as telling him that the 
culprits in the NBN scandal were 
“ZTE Corp., (businessman and presi- 


dental crony Ricky) Razon, (re- 
signed Comelec Chair Benjamin) 
Abalos and one more ..." 

The "one more" was allegedly the 
President herself. 

Bondoc wrote that "when I asked 
why his (Nerí's) Neda approved the 
ZTE proposal when he knew all along 
it was stinky” Neri was supposed to 
have told him: 

“GMA was pushing it, and its our 
job to process.” 

You still want to know who else, 
apart from Abalos, were allegedly in- 
volved in the scandal? Go over Bon- 
doc's Sept. 24 and Oct. 1 columns. Its 
all there. 

Even after getting elected to the 
Senate, supposedly a place of re- 
spected and sedate individuals, An- 
tonio Trillanes IV continues to be a 
juvenile, hotheaded braggart. 

When the military higher-ups 


didn't allow him to hold his com- 
mittee hearing inside his jail at the 
Marine headquarters in Fort Boni- 
facio, Trillanes allegedly went 
wild. 

He reportedly cursed the jail- 
guards and challenged them to a 
fight, particularly venting his ire on 
a Marine captain who was on duty 
atthe time. 

“Gusto mong magsumbong kay 

Commandant? Sige magsumbong 
ka! (If you want to report me to the 
Commandant, go ahead!)" Trillanes 
was reported to have told the cap- 
tain. 
The jailed VIP was referring to 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin Dolorfino, Ma- 
rine commandant, who has report- 
edly been accommodating to Tril- 
lanes in deference to his position as. 
senator. 

‘That was not the first time Tril- 
lanes was reported to be in a fight- 
ing mood. When he was in the jail 
of the Intelligence Service of the 
Armed Forces in Camp Aguinaldo, 
he would allegedly berate guards 
who were following orders not to 
allow visitors at certain hours. 

Ifthis young upstart acts the way 
he does in jail, imagine how he will 
conduct himself when he’s out. 


Nanny of missing Pasig girl 


charged with kidnapping 


By Tina G. Santos 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
tion yesterday filed charges against Marites 
Ontog, the nanny of Geraldine Palma, the 
7-year-old girl believed to had been kid- 
napped, raped and killed by her captors. 

Ontog, 36, along with John and Jane 
Does, was charged with violation of Article 
267 (qualified kidnapping) of the Revised 
Penal Code, in relation to Republic Act 7610 
(Special Protection of Children Against 
Child Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimina- 
tion Act) and RA 7659 (heinous crime) 

‘According to Amel Dalumpines, chief of 
the NBI Special Task Force, the cases 
stemmed from the complaint filed at the NBI 
by the victim's father, Gerald, who claimed 
that Ontog was the last person seen with his 
daughter before she went missing. 

In his sworn statement to the NBI, Palma 
said thatat around 11 a.m. on Aug. 11, On- 
tog took Geraldine to a tutorial school near 
their subdivision, Riverside Village, in 
Barangay Sta. Lucia, Pasig City. The two lat- 
er failed to come home. 

Palma claimed that after several hours, 
he received a phone call from an unidenti- 


$ 


ATA TAY 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


Arrest warrant out vs 
comedian Teri Onor 


fied man demanding a P10 million ransom 
for his daughter's release. 

Thinking that the man was joking, Palma 
said he ignored the call. He then received 
another call from an unidentified man at 
around 7 p.m. When he insisted on talking 
to Ontog, the caller said they had already 
killed her. 

On Aug. 13, Palma said they received an- 
other call from the kidnappers who asked 
for P245,000. He said it was agreed that the 
payoff would take place at the back of FTI 
Lower Bicutan at around 10 p.m. 

Palma, however, said that no one showed 
up in the area even though he waited until 
Зал. the next day. 

On Aug. 17, the body of a girl stuffed in- 
side a suitcase was found in Tondo, Manila 

The body was believed to be that of 
Geraldine after Palma and his wife, Felma, 
came forward and identified her as their 
daughter. 

Icwas buried and later exhumed after the 
police claimed that the body could be that 
of another girl who was also reported miss- 
ing. 

Forensic experts are now conducting a 
DNA test to determine the girl's identity. 


E METROBRIEES. i 
Permanent posts eyed 
SOME posts at the city govern- 
ment-run Pamantasan ng Lungsod 


ng Muntinlupa will soon be made 
permanent, according to Mayor 
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A METROPOLITAN TRIAL COURT (MTC) IN QUEZON 
City has issued an arrest warrant against Bataan 
province Vice Mayor Dexter Dominguez, also known as 
Teri Onor, after allegedly failing to show up in three dif- 
ferent hearings regarding two counts of estafa filed 
against him by a businesswoman. 

Maria Luisa Mariano, 46, a resident of Project 3 in 
Quezon City, had earlier charged Dominguez, a comedi- 
an and current vice mayor of Abucay, Bataan, of violat- 
ing Batas Pambansa Blg. 22 or the bouncing checks law. 

‘The arrest warrant was issued on Sept. 24 by acting 
presiding judge Catherine Manodon of the MTC 
Branch 43 who ordered a bail of P20,000 for the re- 
lease of the accused. 

Mariano accused Dominguez of allegedly borrowing 
from her a total of P1.68 million on different dates in 
March 2006. 

Mariano, who sells health products, said she met 
Dominguez through a common friend. After a couple of 
weeks, she said Dominguez started borrowing money 
from her reportedly to finance a perfume business he 
was about to launch. 

Dominguez apparently showed her the income he 
маз getting from his shows in several bars and restau- 
rantin the Metro where he performs, which enticed her 
to lend him the amount. Dominguez gave her 15 
checks that bounced, Mariano added. 


Aldrin San Pedro, He added thatthe 
City Council drafted a resolution 
about six months ago introducing 
20 t0 30 "plantilla" or permanent 
positions at the university. "m not 
sure if it has been approved already 
but the proposal would cover both 
top PLMun officials and deserving 
faculty,” San Pedro said. The 
PLMun is staffed by casual and 
part-time employees, from the uni- 
versity president down to the lowest 
ranked employee. "Before, it was 
very easy to take out any employee 
because they were on a casual or 
part-time status. But if we introduce 
permanent positions, there won't 
have to be mass revamps or re- 
movals with every change of ad- 
ministration,” San Pedro sald. He 
added that permanent positions 
would be offered to mostly teaching 
personnel, while the non-teaching 
and utility staf would be hired on а 
casual or part-time basis. 
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MOURNERS attend a funeral for two residents killed during ап 
overnight raid by US and Iraqi military forces in Baghdad's Sadr City 


on Oct. 8, 


31 Iraq says Blackwater 


deliberately killed 17 


BAGHDAD—IRAQ SAID ON SUNDAY SECURITY GUARDS FROM 
the US firm Blackwater “deliberately killed" 17 Iraqis in last 
month's shooting incident in Baghdad and that it would take legal 


Steps against them. 


Government spokesperson Ali al-Dab- 
bagh said an investigation set up by Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki found no evidence 
that the US security firm had come under 
fire during the incident. 

"What they committed is considered a 
crime of deliberate killing and they must be 
held accountable according to the law," 
Dabbagh said, adding the company itself 
could face legal action. 

Dabbagh's toll from the shooting was 
higher than the 11 deaths previously re- 
ported by Iraqi officials and the tone of his 
statement suggested Iraqi anger over the 
Sept. 16 still burns strongly. 

Blackwater, which employs 1,000 people 


in Iraq to protect US State Department offi- 
cials, has said its guards reacted lawfully to 
an attack on one of its convoys. 

Blackwater's founder, Erik Prince, said in 
remarks prepared for a Congressional hear- 
ing last week that his men came under 
small-arms fire, including from people 
‘wearing police uniforms, and "returned fire 
at threatening targets.” 

Dabbagh said there was “no evidence 
that the Blackwater convoy came under 
any direct or indirect fire, or that it was 
even hit by stones.” 

His statement was released on the same day 
a separate committee made up of US and Iraqi 
officials met for the first time to review the op- 


erations of foreign security firms in Iraq. 

А US embassy statement said the joint 
commission, headed by Iraq's defense min- 
ister and a senior US diplomat, will put for- 
ward proposals to ensure that security 
firms guarding US officials “do not endan- 
ger public safety" 

It did not say when the committee would 
complete its work. 

US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has 
ordered tighter controls on Blackwater includ- 
ing putting cameras on its convoys. The State. 
Department also plans to send diplomatic se- 
curity agents to accompany each convoy pro- 
tected by Blackwater guards. 

Iraq says there are more than 180 mainly 
US and European security companies in 
Iraq, with estimates of the number of private 
contractors ranging from 25,000 to 48,000. 

Many Iraqis resent their presence, seeing 
them as private armies which have shot and 
killed civilians with impunity. Reuters 


WoRIDBRIEFS 


Musharraf girds for court battle 
ISLAMABAD—Pakistani military ruler Pervez 
Musharraf girded Sunday for a Supreme Court 
battle over whether he can claim victory ina 
presidential vote, a confrontation which could 
further destabilize the country. The key US ally, at 
the center of international efforts to combat Is- 
lamic extremism, swept to an overwhelming ma- 
Jority in Saturday's controversial election after it 
was boycotted by almost the entire opposition. 
The country's top court is however weighing up 
the legality of the poll and whether Musharraf 
was allowed to stand while keeping his role as. 
army chief, ruling on Friday that the result cannot 
be confirmed until it decides. A judgement 
against the general, who grabbed power in a 
bloodless coup in 1999, could push Musharraf 
over the brink after months of political turmoil 
and make him declare martial law. AFP. 


Gunman kills 6 in US Midwest. 
CRANDON, Wisconsin—A young deputy sheriff 
‘shot dead his ex-sweetheart, two childhood 
friends and three other youths at a party in this 
small US Midwestern town before being shot 
dead by police. Friends of Tyler Peterson, 20, said 
he seemed normal when he was out with them 
оп Saturday night, but by Sunday afternoon he 
‘had been killed by a police sniper after apparently 
murdering six people. Sometime before 3 a.m. 

‘on Saturday, Peterson burst into his ex-girl- 
friend's house and opened fire, killing her and five 
others, authorities said, including two of his best 
childhood friends and a girl of just 14. AFP 


Darfur town burned down 
KHARTOUM—A Darfur town has been burned to 
the ground and its residents forced to flee, days af- 
ter 10 African Union troops were killed there in an 
attack, a joint United Nations/African Union mission 
said on Sunday. The report confirmed rebel state- 
ments to Reuters on Friday that the remote south- 
eastern settlement of Haskanita had been all but 
destroyed. But it did not repeat accusations from. 
insurgents that the Sudanese army was behind the 
destruction. More than 7,000 residents of Haskani- 
ta fied into the bush or to other towns after it was. 
torched, а spokesperson for the UN said, adding 
"that a huge aid operation would be needed to bring 
them food, shelter and water. The only buildings 
left standing were a mosque and a school. Reuters 


Vandals punch hole in Monet 
PARIS—Intruders broke into the Musee d'Orsay 
early Sunday and damaged a work by the Impres- 
sionist painter Claude Monet, the latest in a series 
of acts of vandalism and thefts at cultural sites in 
France. Christine Albanel, the minister of culture, 
said the intruders left a tear close to four inches 
long in the painting, "Le Pont d'Argenteuil,” ог 
“The Argenteuil Bridge,” from 1874. The break-in 
was “an attack against our memory and our her- 
itage,” Albane! told French radio France Info. She 
‘said the intruders, believed to be four men and a 
woman, appeared drunk and "left various bits of 
filth” before “one of them stuck a fist into the 
magnificent masterpiece by Monet." The alarms. 
sounded and museum personnel arrived quickly, 
but the intruders were able to flee, Albanel said. 
The painting can be restored, she said, МУТ 


Hong Kong choking in smog 
HONG KONG—Hong Kong's air pollution reached 
dangerous levels on Monday, reigniting concerns 
about public health and fears that the city could 
lose out on crucial foreign investment due to the 
thick smog. Across the southern Chinese territory, 
the Air Pollution Index on Monday passed the crit- 
ical 100 mark, the point at which the Environmen- 
tal Protection Department warns anyone with res- 
piratory or heart problems to stay home. At the 
weekend, the index reached 144. The high on 
Monday was 113. The poor air quality—which left 
the city's Victoria Harbour shrouded in haze—was 
recorded even though many factories in the 
neighboring Pearl River Delta in mainland China. 
have been closed for a week-long holiday. ААР 
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WHAT'S INSIDE 
e Vindication 
for Archers, 
pain for 
Warriors /A22 


By Recah Trinidad 


LAS VEGAS—MANNY PAC- 
quiao, who on Saturday earned 
his spurs as a finesse fighter, 
declared after a thanksgiving 
Mass here yesterday he was 
not yet moving up to the 135- 
ound lightweight class. 


Pacquiao likewise clarified that his proposed 
duel with WBC 130-b. champion Juan 
Manuel Marquez was still on. 

“No, hindi,” Pacquiao told team insider Her- 
mie Rivera, who tried to confirm reports ema- 
nating from Mandalay Bay Resort and Casi- 
по that the Filipino boxing star planned 
to turn full lightweight after his ordeal 
with the weighing scales before his 
second conquest of Marco Antonio 
Barrera Saturday night here. 

Even Pacquiao's lovely wife, 

Jinkee, who must have favored 
the move to go one division up, 
said there was nothing definife 
about the plan. 

“Puwede kong labanan si & — 
Marques, maski (I can fight {ЧЁ 
Marquez even at) 130 or 135 
pounds," Pacquiao said. n 

Team Pacquiao headed 22 
from here to Los Angeles in 
a convoy of cars yesterday aftemoon, 

He will meet with Top Rank big boss Bob 
Arum before flying for home Wednesday He's 
‘expected in Manila Friday morning. 

А host of other possibilities, including a bout 
against WBA super featherweight champion 
Edwin Valero in Macau, arose yesterday. 

It was also suggested Pacquiao could next 
clash with the winner of the world lightweight. 
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Pacquiao, after landing big shots which he 
failed to sustain in rounds four and five, went 
all out in the 11th round and caught his Mexi- 
can foe with a lethal combination to the head. 

Visibly shaken, Barrera let off a hefty right 
cross off a clinch, hitting Pacquiao flush on the 
face. The fight was halted as referee Tony 
Weeks slapped a point deduction. 


MANNY Pacquiao 
barely misses witha 
right straight against 
Mexican legend 
Marco Antonio 
Barrera Saturday. 


championship between Juan and Julio Diaz. 

Meanwhile, what obviously got overlooked 
by blood-thirsty fight fans at Mandalay was the 
elevation of Pacquiao as а finesse fighter based 
оп his smooth control against Barrera, who 
mainly tried to move away and survive. 

The fight did not develop into a full-scale 
easy points victory, battle due tothe refusal of Barrera to slug itout 
wmiconcowesover with Pacquiao. 


It is, undisputedly, the toughest pick-up out there, as proven by the recently concluded Fearless Ford 
‘of Luzon to the far-flung trails of Mindanao, the Fearless Ford Ranger pulled through without fail, 


From the slippery slopes 


alive/A23 


The fight lasted the full 12-round route. 
Pacquiao celebrated his second conquest of 
Barrera at the Planet Hollywood in Las Vegas. 
If they asked him, trainer Freddie Roach 
would have declared the big celebration was 
for the elevation of Pacquiao into a finesee 
fighter, as evidenced by the smooth control dis- 
played against the backpedalling Barrera. 


Ranger Extreme Drive. 


Conquering obstacles both on and off the road. With its best-in-class features powerful DuraTORQ 380 engine, proven 4x4 
Capability, and Anti-lock Braking System with Electronic Brakeforce Distribution, imagine what 11 make of everyday challenges. 


The Fearless Ford Ranger, leading the pack in braving roads less traveled. 


Pedes Test-drive one today or call 889-FORD (3673) for more information. 
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47 SEAG stars back in RP fold for Thailand Games 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


ОМУ 47 FROM THE VICTORIOUS 
group that captured a leading total of 112 
gold medals for the Philippines in 2005 
will be back for this year’s Southeast 
Asian Games campaign in Thailand this 
December. 

‘Swimmer Miguel Molina, diver Shiela 
Mae Perez, billiards’ Ronnie Alcano and 
Rubilen Amit and gymnast Roel Ramirez, 
all multievent winners, lead the list of re- 
turning champions from the list of 591 
athletes recommended by the SEAG Task 


Force for approval by the Philippine 
Olympic Committee. 

Molina, already a qualifier to the Bei- 
jing Olympics next year along with team- 
‘mates Ryan Arebejo and JB Walsh as well 
as tackwondo's Tshomlee Go, will try to 
match his three golden feats two years 
ago as the most successful RP campaigner 
for the home team, which won the SEAG 
overall championship for the first time. 

Perez also produced three golds, two of 
them in the individual springboard, while 
Alcano, Amit and Ramirez posted two 
victories each. 


Vindication 
for Archers, 


pain for Warriors Awe: 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THE UAAP BASKETBALL SEASON BROUGHT VINDICATION FOR FRANZ 
Pumaren's La Salle and heartaches for younger brother Dindo's Uni- 


versity of the East. 


Rebounding from a scandal with a 
championship, the Archers proved yet 
again that they/re tough when itreally 
mattered, 

“Experience was glaringly in our fa- 
vor; my players are veterans of many 
wars," Franz beamed after his Archers 
completed an upset sweep of the top- 
ranked Warriors to capture their sev- 
еп crown Sunday at the Big Dome. 

The Warriors almost had it all— 
overwhelming talent, sound program 
and a perfect 14-0 record in the elimi- 
nations. But the Warriors couldn't fin- 
ish what they started. 

“We're disappointed of course," said 
Dindo. “But this is just another lear- 
ing experience for us. The Finals is dif- 
ferent—the atmosphere, the pressure. 
We had a 20-day break (after clinching 


an outright Finals spot) and I think it 
affected our fluidity For La Salle, Ate- 
neo pushed it to beat its best (during 
the semifinals).” 

And the Archers did gain momen- 
tum at the right time after an unim- 
pressive start that included a blowout 
loss to the Warriors and back-to-back 
‘setbacks to the Eagles. 

“It was a roller-coaster season for 
us,” said Franz of his Archers, who rose 
from a one-year suspension resulting 
from a harrowing eligibility scandal. 

JV Casio, Cholo Villanueva and TY 
‘Tang—who all played in the Archers” 
previous title campaigns—primarily 
keyed the Archers’ successful run. 

“It was the first time for the UE War- 
riors and they looked so tight; we capi- 
talized on that,” said Franz. 


Magnolia, Air21 raise 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


‘THE 33RD SEASON OF THE PBA UNFURLS SUNDAY 
with new rules, bright fresh names seeing action and 
the league's oldest franchise seeing action under a new 
пате to open Philippine Cup hostilities at the Araneta 


Coliseum. 


Magnolia, the new name of San Miguel Beer, clashes 
with Air21 in the only game scheduled at 6:30 p.m.. 

owing techno-inspired opening rites at 4:30 as Asia's 
first play-for-pay league seeks another banner year just 


months after а failed international bid. 


"The team with the most PBA titles will now be 


knownas the Beverage Masters. 


GAME SUNDAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
430 pm.—Opening 
Ceremonies 
630p.m—Air21 
Vs Magnolia 


IS Manila, Nomads booters 
dominate 1st Mosman Cup 


AN EARÍYAFTERNOON DOWNPOUR 
failed to dampen the competitive spirit 
of nearly 800 children who vied for five 
team titles in the first-ever Mosman Cup 
last Saturday at the muddy Nomad 
Sports Club in Parafiaque. 

"Two football clubs and three schools 
won tiles, with International School of 
Manila beating Holistic Education Cen- 
ter in a shoot-out after regulation play 
ended in a deadlock for the 12-and-un- 
der title in the boys division. 


= TOM 
MEGA SALE 
on Oct. 24, 2007 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP 


The Nomads Junior FC edged Union. 
FC, 1-0, for the boys’ 10-and-under title. 

In girl’ play, Miriam College beat 
Saint Pedro Poveda for the 12-under 
crown while Holistic EC won the 10-un- 
der title over Saint Pedro Poveda. 

The mixed 8-and-under title was won 
by Union FC, 2-0, over Nomads JFC. 

Best players: irtemational Schools АЗ Segze- 
тох (Y2andey, Nomads’ Sean Chistanson (10un- 
ar), Miriam's Noua Amondo (gs 12-under) Hois- 
з Ice Cedro (gts 10-nder, and Unions Carence. 
толо (mied unde 


ГҮ Alcano, Reyes at forefront 
© of RP World Pool campaign 


Rejoining them are Danny 
Seigle and Dondon Hon- 
tiveros, who played for the RP 
five along with other PBA 
standouts in several events 
overseas that ended with a 
ninth-place finish in the Fiba 
Asia championship in Japan. 
А lavish press luncheon was held at the Westin 
Philippine Plaza yesterday where officals announced 
that the league expects to reach new highs this year. 

‘There will be a shorter three-point are starting this 
season, a new shape for the shaded lane and a relaxed 
application of the hand-check rule to speed up action. 


Athletics will be represented by 40 ath- 
letes led by Marestella Torres while bowl- 
ing will have defending champions Biboy 
Rivera, Markwin Tee and Liza Clutario. 

Olympics aspirant and Doha Asian 
Games champ Joan Tipon and Violito 
Payla will spearhead the 17-member box- 
ing team, golf will be led by Jayvie Agojo 
and Dottie Ardina, shooting will lean on 
Jethro Dionisio and Nathaniel “Tac” 

Padilla and tennis will again rely on 

ру FiAms Cecil Mamiit and Eric Taino. 
Wushu, the winningest sport in 

2005 with 11 golds, will parade 


JV CASIO (left) and Rico Maierhofer give coach Franz Pumaren a victory ride. 


ForDindo, the Finals only showed 
ts Warriors need more polishing. 
“We're putting things in perspec- 
tive,” he said. “We were frustrated but 
when we went out (of the coliseum), 
so many people still cheered for us. We 
realized that reaching the Finals is sul 
something we should be thankful for, 


PBA curtai 


"All of the 


Focus will 


things aroun 
The Bever 
Sta. Lucia 


ing core that 


MIRIAM College’s Beatrice Velasco slips in the muddy pitch in the girls’ 12-and- 
under finals of the Mosman Cup national six-a-side football tournament. 005.1070 


champions Willy Wang, Janice Hung and 5 Forty-five events will be contested in 


Mariane Mariano. 

The men’s basketball team will be 
headed by UAAP MVP Jervy Cruz, NCAA. 
stalwarts Pong Escobal and former pro 
Alex Crisano, while fencing will have 
2005 gold medalists Ramil Endriano, 
Emerson Segui and Joanna Franquinelli. 

A total of 448 athletes donned the RP 
colors during the 2003 Vietnam SEAG. 

“We are sending the most potent team 
pound for pound," said Task Force mem- 
ber and POC deputy secretary general 


a 


fans what they want, and that is thrilling action,” 
league chair Tony Chua said yesterday. 


who were picked in the draft. 

ielcoat snagged Fil-Am Joe Devance as No. 1 pick 
and the 6-foot-7 center will be depended upon to tum 
only seven games in both tournaments last season. 


Eman to their mix. 


ter signing guard Ryan Reyes to lead an under-achiev- 


Жап improvement from last year. We 
had the talent, but in terms of experi- 
ence, we're just not there yet.” 

‘And like any older brother, Franz 
had comforting words for Dindo. 

“Tthink they will mature quickly and 
they can use this series as an experi- 
ence for them next year” 


ns Sunday 


innovations are geared toward giving the 


also be on the much-ballyhooed rookies 


id for the sophomore franchise that won. 
rage Masters added 60009 Samigue 
could achieve what itis equipped to do af- 


has one of the leagues highest payrolls. 


DOUBLE WORLD CHAMPION RONATO AL- 
cano and Hall of Famer Efren "Bata" Reyes 
head 10 other Filipino stars seeing action in 
the main draw of the 2007 World Poo! Cham- 
pionships slated Nov. 3 to 11 at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 

Joining Alcano, the reigning World Pool As- 
sociation 9-ball and 8-ball tilt, and Reyes, 
the 1999 WPC (Cardiff) champion, are 2004 
WPC (Taiwan) champion Alex Pagulayan, 
2002 WPC (Cardiff) runner-up Francisco Bus- 
tamante, 2007 BCA Enjoypool.com winner 
Dennis Orcollo, national titleholder Lee Van 
Сопета, Marlon Manalo, Antonio Lining, 
Ramil Gallego, Rodolfo Luat, Jeffrey de Luna 
and Joven Bustamante, 

“There's intense pressure if you're the cur- 
rent WPC champion, but ГІ just do my best,” 
said Alcano in Filipino. "Tm hoping that a Fil- 


ipino will again win the crown." 

The 34-year-old Alcano beat Germany's Ralf 
Souquet in the WPC Manila finals last year. 

Luke Riches, media director of the events 
international organizer Matchroom Sport, said 
the 12 Filipinos will automatically enter the 
group stage of the 128-man main draw. 

he Filipinos are out to secure a record 
fourth world championship, according to Yen 
Makabenta, president of Raya Sports, the local 
promoter and organizer of the tournament. 

“With this roster of players, we believe we 
have a good chance of repeating this year” 
said Makabenta, also chair of the Billiards and 
‘Snooker Congress of the Philippines (BSCP). 

The United States has the most number of 
qualified players for the WPC with 15. Itis fol- 
lowed by the Philippines with 12 and Chinese 
‘Taipei with eight. 


the SEA Games, slated Dec. 6-15, with the 
Philippines seeing action in 43 sports. 

PSC commissioner Richie Garcia, also 
co-chair ofthe Task Force, said 56 athletes 
will shoulder their transportation and ac- 
commodation expenses as they failed to 
meet requirements set by the Task Force. 

These are the athletes from rugby, fut- 
sal, polo and the women's basketball 
team. 

“The list can be changed or even be 
lessened but definitely there won't be any 
addition,” Garcia told the Ingumer. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Top Rank signs up two top 
fighters from Mindanao 
By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 
LAS VEGAS—BOB ARUM'S TOP RANK 
has added two bright prospects from Min- 
danao to its stable, signing them up to 
three-year promotional contracts. 

The agreement stipulates that each 
fighter will be given tour fights a year. 

Undefeated featherweight Glenn Gonza- 
les (6 wins, 1 draw, with 4 KOs) and un- 
beaten bantamweight Jundy Maraon (10 
wins, 1 draw with 8 KOs) will now fight 
under the Top Rank banner after an agree- 
ment was reached between the promo- 
tions outfit's Todd duBoef, who represent- 
ed Bob Arum and Manny Pacquiao, and 
Vice Gov. Emmanuel Piñol at the Man- 
dalay Bay Resort and Casino yesterday. 

Pifiol said the contract would be sub- 
mitted to him on Wednesday, and the two 
boxers’ visa requirements would be ar- 
ranged so they could fight next month. 


World poker tourney set 
AN,EXPECTED MINIMUM CASH PRIZE 
of $35,000 is at stake in the World Cham- 
pionship No Limit Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 
"Tournament on Oct. 27 and 28, according 
to host Pacific Poker Palace (PPP). 

Ben dela Cruz of PPP said buy-in for the 
world championship is US$500 and that 
satellite games for the event will be held 
every Friday. 

The Philippine-based PPP, with the co- 
operation of Pagcor, is holding the world 
championship without a foreign partner 
tor the first time. It held the Asian Pacific 
Poker Tour recently. 

The firm will hold tournaments every 
‘Saturday before the world championship. 
A P250,000 is set on Oct. 13 with a 
P100,000 coming up next on Oct. 20. 


93 tiffs at Big Dome today 
COCKFIGHT ENTHUSIASTS CONVERGE 
at the Araneta Coliseum as the Luzon 
Gamecock Breeders Association (LGBA) 
T-stag derby series gets under way today. 

The 3-stag elimination round (93 
fights), set to start at 11 a.m., is backed by 
B-Meg Derby Ace. Another round sizzles 
on Thursday. 

Second-leg qualifiers from the elimina- 
tions held at Lucky Sports Complex last 
Oct. 4 are required to compete at the Big 
Dome on Oct. 16 or 18, according to LG- 
BA president Rene "Boy" Diaz. 


RGBA finals up at ‘Garden’ 
‘THE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND OF THE 
Rizal Gamecock Breeders Association 
(RGBA) 5-stag derby circuit kicks off Oct. 
12and 15 at the Pasig Square Garden. 

According to RGBA president Joey Sy, 
more than 80 participants have already 
signed up for the 2-stag eliminations on 
Friday. The 3-stag finals is on Monday. 

Ramon Talavera, LJ Sumulong and Boy 
Torres topped the first leg last Sept. 14 
while Eimer Nepomuceno ruled the sec- 
‘ond leg on Sept. 28. 


Four pace Vigba Stagwars 
FOUR OUT OF 47 ENTRIES EMERGED. 
unscathed with three wins in the first elim- 
ination leg of the Vizcaya Ifugao Gamefowl 
Breeders Association (Vigba) Stagwars at 
the Bayombong Sports Complex recentiy. 

D' Colores of Francis Domingsil, Flying 
А-4 of Vigba president Moises Almuete, 
Jr, V&F Rem Gamefarm Ill of Randy 
Moreno and RS Masigasig of Аптап 
Parungao thus took the early lead in the. 
race for the coveted Breeder of the Year 
and Stagfighter of the Year awards in the 
derby sponsored by Thunderbird Stag De- 
veloper and Thundebird Enertone. 


Race tonm 
—Bullsh — wf 
Dram ese Д 


теше (1), Bat- 
BY TOP CHOICE 


ag Bul! 
Aam Mo Na 
Yan (2), Deputy rparon Hand (3) 

Race 2—(Panta/QrTrij}—Angie Red (8), American 
‘Inggo (4), Golden Harry (7). Noble Scholar (1) 
imperi Mania (3) 

Race 3—(Qr/11 Summit Force (3), Madel Line 
(2), Hurry Princes (1), Pristine Water (8) 

Race 4—(OrVTi)—Hot Wind (7), Solo Singer (1). 
'ingoong (б), Master Professor (3) 

Race—(Qr/Trj- Ravorofhemonih (4), Dbde Dash 
(2), Run Lie DWind (1), Beuax Yeux (3) 

Race 6-— Orr —-Waner Take Al (3). Mister Cool 
(6), Summer Rain (3), Princess dama (4) 
Race 7—(Penta/OrvTn)-—Frehousa/Cash Mc Call 
(7, Sovereign Dancer (6), Asimegots- 

Siriko (2) 

Race 8—{Super Gri) Sex Eyes (5), Sunline 
(8). Ping Jordan (3), Court House (2), Luck Of 
"Tha ish (4 Last Hazm (7) 
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Red Sox sweep 
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rivals; Yankees 
keep bid alive 


ANAHEIM, — CALIFORNIA—THE 
Boston Red Sox swept into Ameri- 
can League Championship Series 
on Sunday, while the New York 
Yankees kept alive their hopes of 
Joining them there. 

David Ortiz and Manny Ramirez hit 
back-to-back homers and veteran ace 
Curt Schilling tossed seven scoreless 
innings as the Red Sox beat the Angels 
of Anaheim, 9-1, to complete a 3-0 vic- 
tory in the best-of-five AL first-round 
series. 

The Yankees, Boston's bitter AL East 
rivals, went into their game at Yankee 
Stadium facing elimination at the 
hands of the Cleveland Indians. 

But the Yankees pulled through. 
Johnny Damon hit a three-run home 
run with one out in the bottom of the 
fifth inning and the Yankees overcame 
an early deficit en route to an 8-4 vic- 
tory that narrowed the gap in the se- 
ries to 2-1. 

Rookie Phil Hughes allowed two 
hits in 3 2/3 innings of relief after 


leave with a strained left hamstring, 
and New York tacked on three runs in 
the sixth to put the game out of reach. 

“To come in the way he did, he 
looked like a seasoned pro,” Yankees 
manager Joe Torre said of Hughes. 
"And when you finally took the ball 
from him, when you looked into his 
eye, (this) wasn’t a surprise to him." 
Before the Yankees even had a chance 
to get settled at Yankee Stadium on 
Sunday afternoon, rumors about 
Torres job security were swirling 

A report in the Bergen Record in 
New Jersey had comments from own- 
er George Steinbrenner that indicated 
Torre's 12-year tenure was going to 
end with a third straight loss in the di- 
vision series. 

The Yankees could yet make a first- 
round exit. They host game four on 
Monday, when they will attempt to 
send the series back to Jacobs Field. 

For four innings it looked like Torre 
was managing his final game as the 
Yankees struggled against Jake West- 


ble plays through the first three in- 
nings and faced a 3-1 deficit. 

Captain Derek Jeter bounced into 
double plays in the first and third , 
while Jorge Posada hit into one in the 
second. 

In the fifth, the Yankees’ fortunes 
began to change as they put together 
four consecutive one-out hits. None of 
those hits were on the ground as West- 
brook began to struggle with his com- 
mand, and the Yankees cut their 
deficit to one when Melky Cabrera 
lined a single to left-center. 

Two pitches later, the Yankees 
grabbed the lead when Damon hit a 2- 
O pitch from Westbrook over the right 
field fence for a three-run homer anda 
5:3 advantage. 

The two run lead would have been. 
plenty for Hughes and fellow relievers 
Joba Chamberlain and Mariano 
Rivera, but the Yankees scored three in 
the sixth when Robinson Cano singled 
to center and Trot Nixon overran the 
ball, allowing Alex Rodriguez, Posada 


starter Roger Clemens was forced to 


Pettersen pips 
Ochoa in Long 
Drugs playoff 


DANVILLE, CALIFORNIA—NORWAY'S 
Suzann Pettersen sank a birdie putt on the 
second playoff hole to outlast world No. 1 
Lorena Ochoa and win the Longs Drugs 
Challenge on Sunday. 

Pettersen, who along with Ochoa is the only 
‘multiple winner on the LPGA Tour this sea- 
son, posted her third win of the 
‘campaign and eamed $165,000. 

Both players birdies the first fe 
playoff hole, and Mexico's Ochoa 
missed from 20 feet on the second extra 
hole. 

"That set up Pettersen, who sank a six-footer 
for the win, She said she was relieved to get 
the round over before it was too dark to con- 
tinue. 

Pettersen, the overnight leader, struggled on 
‘Sunday, bogeying two of her first three holes. 
She had one birdie on the front nine but start- 
ed her back nine with three consecutive bo- 
geys to drop from the lead. 

‘She rebounded with birdies at Nos. 12, 15 

and 16 for a one-over-par 73 and a four-round 
total of 11-under 277. 
4. It was enough to force a playoff with Ochoa, 
who had started the day two shots back in 
third place, taken the lead, and finally settled 
for a one-under 71 that included a bogey at 
No. 11 and a double-bogey on the par-three 
12%. 

Juli Inkster fired a 70 to finish third at seven- 
under. Canada's Lorie Kane shot a 77 for 282, 
tied for fourth with Natalie Gulbis (66). AFP. 


Intervillage golf 


brook’ sinker. They hit into three dou- 


and Hideki Matsui to score. 


AFP 


SHANGHAL—FERNANDO ALON- 
зо has history on his side, even ifthe 
Spaniard suspects McLaren team 
bosses are against him in his battle 
to win a third Formula One champi- 
onship in a row. 

Teammate Lewis Hamilton re- 
mains the title favorite despite a Chi- 
nese Grand Prix that dealt the 22- 
year-old rookie his first retirement of 
the season after leading from pole 
position. 

The Briton’s agonizing slip, while 
limping back on уют tires, into the 
gravel trap at the pit lane entry trans- 
formed what had looked like a cruise 
to the championship into a three- 


Сала хад 


way fight down to the 
wire. 

Hamilton will now 
head for the final race in 
Brazil on Oct. 21 with 
107 points to Alonso's 
103 and 100 for Ferrari's 
Kimi Raikkonen. 

"you can't go through 
life without making mis- 
takes, I'm over it. I know 
the team is working very 
hard to make sure we can 
bounce back in Brazil,” said Hamil- 
ton, who can still become the first 
rookie champion as well as the 
youngest. 
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“But dont мюпу 
there's still one race to go 
in Brazil, I can still do it.” 
Alonso, who finished 
second on Sunday be- 
hind Raikkonen, sound- 
ей less optimistic about 
his chances after an an- 
gry weekend in which he 
aimed some heavy criti- 
cism at his team. 
“Hopefully 1 can do a 
good race (in Brazil) but 
for the championship, I still need 
something really dramatic if I want 
to win. With a normal race, it wll be 
impossible,” he said. Reuters 


SUZANN Pettersen sinks the winning putt. a? 


POC executives question 
choice of SEAG outfitter 


THE WINNING BID OF BOXING 
equipment manufacturer Ever- 
last as official outfitter of Team 
Philippines to the Southeast 
Asian Games did not sit well 
with some officials of the Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee. 

A high-ranking POC official 
has accused his colleagues of in- 
fluencing the outcome of the 
bidding process after the Philip- 
pine Sports Commission award- 
ed the outfitting concession to 
Everlast despite coming up with 
the highest offer. 


“The POC wrote a letter to 
the PSC recommending Ever- 
last to become the official out- 
fitter of the Philippine team to 
the SEA Games,” said the POC 
official who requested 
anonymity. “In a bidding pro- 
cess, that move is downright 
unethical.” 

According to the same 
source, Grant had the lowest 
bid followed by Accel. Everlast 
was ranked last after presenting 
the most pricey proposal. 

June Navarro 


RUGBY WORLD CUP 


England battles France 


MARSEILLE, FRANCE— 
England is braced for a 
battle up 
and defensively 


monumental 
front 
against France 
two sides meet 


by World Cup semifinal in 
Paris on Saturday. 
England saw off Aus- 
tralia, 12-10, in a shock win. 
in their quarterfinal, thanks 
largely to the front five out- 
playing an underpowered 
Wallaby scrum, and the 
backrow’s domination of 


SUDDEN DEATH: Three-time 
MotoGP winner Norifumi Abe, 
32, of Japan was killed ina street 
crash when his motorbike 
collided with a truck making an 


illegal U-turn on Oct. 8 asp broken play. 


France made an incredi= 
ble 178 tackles in their up- 
set 20-18 win over touma- 
ment favorites Мен 
Zealand in their first knock- 
out game, relying on a blan- 
ket defense to fight back 
from a 13-3 deficit and nul 
lify what was reputed to be 
the best attacking side in 
world rugby. 

England scrum coach 
Graham Rowntree said the 
pack would have its work 
cut out against the French 
outfit. AFP 


when the 
in the rug- 


up at Sherwood 


DEFENDING CHAMPION AYALA ALA- 
bang heads seven teams seeing action in 
the first round of the South qualifying tour- 
nament of the MyPhone Presents The 16th 
Intervillage Golf Tournament Series today 
at the Sherwood Hills Golf and Country 
Club in Cavite. 

The other entries are 2006 runner-up 
Hillsborough, Better Living- Don Bosco-Lev- 
itown, BF Homes Parafiaque, BFRV Las 
Piñas, Magallanes, Pilar and Tahanan. 

The second round is set Oct. 23 at the 
Canlubang Golf and Country Club. 

The top teams in the Intervillage South 
and North qualifying will advance to the 
two-round Grand Intervillage Champi- 
onship slated Nov. 13 at the Summit Point 
Golf and Country Club and Nov. 19 at the 
Mount Malarayat Golf and Country Club. 

The Stableford format is being used in 
the series which culminates with the Grand 
Intervillage Championship on Nov. 13 at 
the Summit Point Golf and Country Club 
and Nov. 19 at the Mount Malarayat Golf. 
and Country Club. 

Solid Group, represented by COO Jason 
Lim, has agreed to sponsor the annual 
event organized by Videocom headed by 
Vince Villafuerte. 

“The Intervillage is looking forward to a 
fruitful partnership with MyPhone and Sol- 
id Group. Everybody is eager to get the 
event underway,” said Villafuerte. 


MVP comes to the rescue of amateur boxing. 


THE CASH-STRAPPED AMATEUR 
Boxing Association of the Philip- 
pines is bristling with newfound 
confidence after PLDT-Smart chair 


Manuel М Pangilinan recently 
agreed to fund the country’s quest 
for the elusive Olympic gold by the 
national boxers to the tune of P18.4 
million. 

"This is the first time that we are 
supporting boxing and we will never 
waver” said Pangilinan during a recent 
interview. “The immediate goal is Bei- 
jing (host of next year’s Olympic 
Games), but there's also 2012 in Lon- 
don," added the business tycoon, who 
is also known as MVP 

For his part, boxing association pres- 
ident Manny T. Lopez said the entry of 
MVP will surely go a long way in inspir- 
ing the men and women boxers to do 
their best. 

“The Аар is keen on winning that 
first Olympic gold and we feel that now 
is the ripe time to accomplish that 
goal" 

Lopez stressed that MVP even 
told him to get not justone but two 
ог more Cuban coaches to help 
train and prepare the boxers for 


their Olympic campaign. 
Pangilinan is much respected and 

well admired not only as a business- 

man but also as a generous patron of 


MVP is the moving spirit behind 
the unprecedented popularity of 
badminton in the Philippines. He is 
also into basketball, being the presi- 
dent of the Samahang Basketbol ng 
Pilipinas and is the owner of the Talk 
N Text team in the PBA. He is an avid 
supporter of both the San Beda Red 
lions, recent NCAA back-to-back 
champions, and the Ateneo Blue Ea- 
gles in the UAAP He is also an ardent 
supporter of taekwondo. 

‘The Abap is the most bemedalled 
National Sports Association since 1924 


when the Philippines first took part in 
the modem Olympic Games. 

In 1932 in Los Angeles, Cely Vil- 
lanueva started the string of Olympic 
successes when he won the bronze 
medal. Thirty-two years later, his son, 
Anthony Villanueva, won the country's 
first silver medal in the 1964 Tokyo 
Games with Abap under the exemplary 
leadership of the late sportsman-busi- 
nessman Eugenio Puyat. 

In the 1988 Seoul Olympics, Leopol- 
do Serantes won a bronze during the 
term of former Philippine Sports Com- 
mission chair and Manila Mayor Mel 
Lopez. Another bronze was won by 
Roel Velasco in 1992 in Barcelona. 

Then in 1996 in Atlanta, with Mel's 
son, Manny Lopez, succeeding his fa- 
ther as Abap president, Mansuero 
“Onyok” Velasco duplicated Villanue- 
va'ssilver-medal victory. 

While the Philippines has yet to win 
an Olympic gold since 1924, our neigh- 
bors in the region like Thailand, In- 
donesia and Hong Kong have won gold 
medals in boxing, badminton and 
windsurfing, respectively. 

Still, the younger Lopez exuded con- 
fidence, stressing that our boxers are 


among the best in the region at pre- 
sent. “Their participation in matches 
abroad, notably in Cuba—the world's 
hotbed of amateur boxing—will cer- 
tainly enhance their chances of win- 
ning that much-coveted, long overdue 
gold in the Olympics.” 

From the least expected to the 
most expected: Underdog La Salle 
winning the 70th UAAP men's varsi- 
ty title, beating highly favored Uni- 
versity of the East twice in a row at 
the Big Dome in Cubao and boxing 
icon Manny Pacquiao, the heavy fa- 
vorite, outsmarting Mexican idol 
Marco Antonio Barrera in 12 rounds 
at the Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las Ve- 
gas Sunday ... Five International 
Dance Sport Federation (IDSF) li- 
censed adjudicators from Europe 
and Asia are coming over to judge 
the 11th National Championships- 
‘Alaxan FR Cup under the auspices of 
the Dance Sport Council of the 
Philippines. Set for Saturday at the 
Philsports Arena, DSCP president 
Becky Garcia said some 128 dance 
athletes are competing in the 
yearend event. 
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0 zaps English GM, grabs solo lead 


SO: Good gift for me. 


45 points—IM Wesley So (RP); 4.0—GM Maxim 
Rodshtein (гав), GM Ivan Popov (Russia), GM Georg. 
Meier (Germany), GM Daniel Stelwagen (Netherlands). 
GM Ahmad Adley (Egypt), IM Hrant Melkumyan (US): 
35-—6M Wang Hao (China), GM Dmitry Andreikin (Rus- 
Siaj, GM Victor Laznicka (Czech Republic), GM Deepan 
Chakkravarthy (india, GM Bassem Amin (Egypt), GM 
David Howell (England), IM Evgeny Romanov (Russi), 
IM Gopal Narayanan (Inda). IM Avetik Grigoryan (Arme 
nia), Jayaram Ashwin (Armenia), Pablo Garcia (Spain) 


FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL MASTER 
Wesley So toppled Grandmaster David 
Howell of England in the fifth round Sun- 

е day to grab фе solo lead in the World Ju- 
niors and Girls Championships at the Pet- 

rosian Chess House in Yerevan, Armenia. 


The 13th-seed So, who tums 14 Tuesday, 
raised his total to 4.5 points in the tough, 13- 
round Swiss system tournament among play- 
ers 20 years old and under. 

In the sixth round on Tuesday, So will han- 
dle black against No. 9 German GM Georg 
Meier, who settled for a draw Sunday with No. 
3 GM Maxim Rodshtein of Israel after 27 
moves of a Caro Kann Defense. 

Rodshtein and Meier were at 4.0 points, the 
same output of GM Ivan Popov of Russia, GM 
Daniel Stellwagen of the Netherlands, GM 
Ahmed Adley of Egypt, and IM Hrant 
Melkumyan of the United States. 


Whatever happens next, 
you'll see it live. 


• Real live TV broadcasts 
• Brilliant screen with up to 16 million color 


• Superb stereo so 


und 


Handling white, So showed his mastery of 
the Four Knights Game (Scotch Game transpo- 
sition) to gain a pawn and positional advan- 
tage after Howell blundered in the 14th move. 
‘The Englishman resigned 23 moves later. 

“This isa good gift,” said So in an e-mail sent 
through his father William. "There's a long 
fight ahead but this is a good start." 

‘A high school sophomore at St. Francis Col- 
lege in Bacoor, So is bidding to become the 
country's second GM in less than four weeks 
under the term of NCFP president Prospero 
"Burch" Pichay. 

Late last month, Darwin Laylo completed 
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his GM requirements at the Sixth Asian Indi- 
vidual Chess Championship in Mandaue City. 

Other fifth round matches saw Stellwagen 
trounce GM Arman Pashikian of Armenia, 
Popov nip Dzurabek Khamrakulov of Armenia. 
and Adley crush English GM Jones Gawain. 

In the girls’ 20-and-under play, Woman IM 
Vera Nebolsina of Russia beat overnight co- 
leader WEM Sarah Hoolt of Germany for her 
fifth victory in as many rounds. 

Filipino WNM Aices Salvador scored her 
second win against WEM Ruth Lovece of Ar- 
gentina for 2.0 points. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


THREE-OF-THREE: Jean Stefano Marcelo en 
route toa masterful sweep of the three races in 
the Boomland leg of the Super Karting Series. 


Karter of Year 
title in bag 
for Marcelo 


JEAN STEFANO MARCELO CLINCHED THE 
Shell Helix Karter of the Year tide with still one 
leg left following a masterful sweep of Sun- 
days seventh stage at the Boomland Kart 
"Track of the CCP Complex in Pasay City. 

Ie was an amazing achievement for the 15. 
year-old Marcelo, who captured the coveted 
plum on his first year in the Seniors division of 
the 2007 Karting Super Series. 

Marcelo added the top karter award to his 
Cebu ROK Open crown and the Formula 125 
championship. 

“This is a fitting reward for all the struggles, 
controversies and hardwork the whole Marce- 
10 Racing Team went through this season, and 
this tide will put all other questions to rest,” 
said Stefano, a third-generation member of the. 
famous Marcelo racing clan. 

Marcelo topped Sundays three races in 
style. He posted the fastest lap time of 29.122. 
seconds in ruling Race 1 over Mike Casimiro, 
then beat Bobby Domingo by 6.127 seconds in 
Race 2. He nailed the sweep by checking in 
5.645 seconds ahead of Domingo in Race 3. 

Marcelo, who also leads the Asian Karting 
Open series after topping the Philippine and 
Indonesian legs, leaves today with the 10-man 
Philippine delegation to the ROK World Cup 
(See related story ori A22) set Oct. 11-14 at 
the South Garda karting track in Lonato, Italy. 

“ raced on the same track during the Italian 
Championship last year” he said. "Ies tough 
going up against the world's best, but we'll do 
our best." 

The son of jetski champion John Marcelo 
said his target is to make it to the top 30 in a 
field of 160 in the ROK Senior division. 


Asian Under-14 
tennis: 3 bets 
head Pinoy bid 


THE COUNTRY'S FINEST JUNIOR PLAY- 
ers compete against Asia's cream of the 
crop in the Asian 14and-Under Series 
starting today at the Rizal Memorial Ten- 
nis Center. 

Kyle Cordero, Jose Lorenzo Ferrer and 
Shanine Olivares, all veterans of the 
world and Asian championships, head 
the RP campaign in the tournament spon- 
sored by the Australian Open and sane- 
tioned by the Asian Tennis Federation. 

Ferrer and Olivarez saw action in the 
World Juniors Championships held last 
Aprilin India. 

Championships will be disputed in the 
boys and girls singles and doubles. 

Tournament director Loida Mallare 
said players in the singles competition 
must have personally signed in yesterday 
at the Philippine Tennis Association office. 
Doubles entries will be accepted today. 

‘Apart from Cordero, Ferrer and Oli- 
varez, the other bright stars in the RP. 
challenge are Juan Cansino, Louise Lopez 
andJoana Рола, Mare Anthony Reyes | 
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Weak ae to boost regional currencies 


ASIAN STOCKS HIT RECORD HIGHS YESTERDAY AND 
the dollar headed lower after a solid US jobs report failed to 
dampen expectations for a further cut in US interest rates. 


By late morning trade, MSCI's mea- 
sure of Asia Pacific stocks excluding 
Japan had risen 1.4 percent to 555.40 
points, after hitting a record 556.43 
earlier in the session. 

"The end of the year is looking 
quite good. The US macroeconomic 
indicators are looking better than ex- 
pected and sectors depending on Chi- 
па good growth should continue to 
see momentum," said Kim Jeong- 


hwan, a strategist at Woori Invest- 
ment and Securities. 

MSCTs All Country World Index al- 
so brushed a fresh peak as indexes 
around Asia notched up record highs. 

‘Australian shares rose 0.7 per- 
cent, after earlier hitting a lifetime 
high, with US-focused firms such 
as James Hardie Industries gaining 
on renewed optimism about the 
‘American economy, while firmer 


base metal prices boosted mining 
firms. 

China’s stock market also rose to a 
record after reopening following a 
week-long holiday break, with fi- 
nancial shares leading the charge, 
while Singapore's Straits Times In- 
dex rose 1.3 percent to a new all- 
time high. 

Taiwan's benchmark index was up 
1 percent at a two-month closing high 
and Hong Kong's Hang Seng rose 2.1 
percent. Seoul shares ended 0.8-per- 
cent higher after eatlier hitting an all- 
time high. 

But the US dollar remained under 


pressure. Solid US employment data 
on Friday did little to convince in- 
vestors the US economy is growing 
fast enough to keep the Federal Re- 
serve from cutting interest rates 
again. 

"The dollar was tested again yester- 
day as analysts concluded the US jobs 
market was still weakening and the 
Fed Reserve could cut rates again be- 
fore yearend. 

“People are very cautious about the 
US dollars direction at the moment," 
said Ellison Chu of Standard Bank 
London in Hong Kong. 


ASIAN/B4 


6-month, 1-year treasury bill rates ease further 


By Doris C, Dumlao 


THE BENCHMARK LOCAL INTEREST 
rate based on the 91-day treasury bill 
hardly moved at the government's 
auction yesterday as the market be- 
lieved the rates have bottomed, deal- 
erssaid. 

The market has previously factored 
in the quarter-percentage-point cut in 
short-term interest rates sanctioned by 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas last 


week, but with excess cash floating in 
the financial system, yields of longer 
term treasury bills eased further. 
During the Bureau of Treasury's 
auction yesterday, the 91-day trea- 
sury bill rate, used by banks as a 
benchmark in pricing loans, averaged 
at 3.758 percent from 3.759 percent 
during the last auction on Sept 24. 
On the other hand, the 182-day rate 
averaged 4.812 percent, down from 
4,832 percent, while the average rate 


for the one-year bills dropped to 5.628 
percent from 5.643 percent. 

“The market has (considered) most 
of the news and it's somehow seeing 
the floor. They see that interest rates 
have hit the bottom,” said Jonathan 
Ravelas, chief strategist at Banco de 
Oro-EPCIBank. 

The view that interest rates had lit- 
tle room to ease further, he said, was 
reflected in the secondary trading of 
longer term government securities, 


particularly the five-year treasury 
bonds. 

“So my outlook is that the rates will 
move sideways from now until such 
time that concerns on inflationary 
pressures arise,” Ravelas said. 

The government awarded only 
P4.49 billion out of the P6 billion 
worth of offer. There was partial re- 
jection of bids in the 91-day bills, al- 
lowing the government to temper an 
increase in interest rates. 
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It is not so much where we stand but in what direction we are moving. 


‘Moving 500,000 vehicles through the years has brought Toyota Motor Philippines 
to unprecedented heights. But that is not the only thing we take pride in. We have always 
stood by our commitment to make people's lives better through innovation, technology 
and social responsibility. It is our promise that forthe next 500,000 vehicles we чий be 
sel nthe same 


and the millions more after that, we wil be giving the same pass 


commitment to take our customers with us as we move forward to the future. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas has placed about $14 bil- 
lion of its offshore investments in 
the custody of American banking 
giants JP Morgan Chase and 
Citibank as of end-June this year. 

In a recent report to the BSP's 
policymaking board, the central 
bank’s asset portfolio handled by 
the two banks has also expanded 
by about 31 percent from a year 
ago. 

The BSP's earnings from its off- 
shore investments, aside from its 
fresh dollar purchases at the spot 
foreign exchange market, were 
cited as among the factors that 
contributed to the buildup in the 
country's gross international re- 
serves (GIR). 

The BSP reported as of last Fri- 
day that its foreign reserves had 
expanded to $30.7 billion by end- 
September, $200 million higher 
than the end-August level, due to 
the resurgence of foreign "hot 
money” inflows that allowed the 


BSP to resume heavy purchases of 
dollars to temper ће рево? sharp 
rise. 

Based on the BSP report, JP 
Morgan has a global custody of 
about $10.5 billion of the central 
bank's portfolio as of end-June, 
up by about 40 percent a year 
ago. 

Funds placed with Citibank had. 
likewise increased by about 11.5 
percent to $3.5 billion as of the 
same period from a year ago. 

In the first eight months of the 
year, the BSP generated $4.5 bil- 
lion in investment income 
against only $2.5 billion a year 
ago, contributing to the increase 
in reserves even when there was a 
net outflow of hot money or port- 
folio investments in local stocks 
and bonds in the month of Au- 
gust. 

Portfolio investments бот 
abroad—also called as hot money 
due to their volatile na- 
ture—flowed back to the local 
stock and bond markets in 
September, following the higher- 
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2 US banks get custody of BSP's offshore assets 


$14B entrusted to JP Morgan Chase, Citibank 


than-expected 50 basis point cut 
by the US Federal Reserve on its 
benchmark interest rate. 

The GIR is a key indicator of a 
country's ability to cover the for- 
eign exchange requirements of 
the economy. It consists of the 
BSP's gross foreign currency hold- 
ings, gold reserves, foreign i 
vestments and special drawing 
rights from multilateral institu- 
tions like the International Mone- 
tary Fund. 

The country's strong foreign re- 
serve buildup since the start of 
the year has been supported by 
remittances from overseas Fil- 
ipino workers, foreign direct in- 
vestment and portfolio invest- 
ments. 

‘These inflows have allowed the 
BSP to become a heavy buyer of 
dollars at the Philippine Dealing 
System. 

Building up its GIR is also one 
way of curbing the peso’s appreci- 
ation against the US dollar, given 
the bearish trend for the green- 
back. 


Telecom agency collects P1.98B in fees 


By Riza T. Olchondra. 


THE NATIONAL TELECOMMUNI- 
cations Commission (NTC) yester- 
day reported that it collected ad- 
ministrative fees totaling P1.98 bil- 
lion as of end-September. 
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The NTC said that, much of its 
revenue came from spectrum user's 
fees (SUF) and supervision and reg- 
ulatory fees (SRF) 

There were also payments from 
the issuance of licenses and permits 
from  telecommunications and 
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broadcast companies serving TY, ra- 
dio and cable audiences. 

The collection beat its selfim- 
posed P1.8-billion target for the pe- 
iod. 

But it is still a long way from the 
full-year collection target of P2.309. 
billion. 

"The commis- 
sion is expecting to 
collect some P200 
million more by 
yearend, thereby 
raising the project- 
ed achievable tar- 
get to P2.180 bil- 
lion" the NTC 
said. 

NTC chief Ruel V 
Canobas earlier 
said that the NTC 
may not meet its 
P2.309-billion tar- 
get for the year, 
Which is 10 percent 
higher than last 
years target of 
2.125 billion. 
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Affordable, 


HERE IS A SIMPLE MULTIPLE CHOICE 
test, 

‘One, the Senate is trying to rush its ver- 
sion of a priority measure in Congress in- 
formally known as "cheaper medicine bill.” 

‘Two, some of our fearless senators are still 
pushing for marathon hearings on the na- 
tional broadband network (NBN) project. 

‘Which of the two do you think will give a 

more lasting benefit to the guys down here 
in my barangay? 
THE SENATE version of the cheaper 
medicine bill is officially known as “An Act 
to Provide for Quality Affordable 
Medicine.” 

Its main sponsor is Sen. Manuel "Mar" 
Roxas Ш, chair of the Senate committee on 
trade and commerce, who actually started 
to champion the cause of lower priced 
medicine way back when he was still trade 
and industry secretary. 

The cost of medicine in this country, gen- 
erally, is one of the highest in the world, 
second only perhaps to its cost in the 
world’s richest country, the United States. 

‘Thus, taking a cue from Mar Roxas many 
years later, Congress now wants a law to 
force down the prices, mainly by allowing 
more importation of cheaper medicine, 
thereby creating competition against the 
multinational drug companies here. 

In short, Congress wants to force the is- 
sue. Finallyl 

But everybody already knew that, except 
perhaps the senators who are fixated with 
the NBN contract between our DOTC and 
China's ZTE, which resulted in those 
marathon hearings eating up roughly 90 
percent of the Senate's working time, 

Buhay ka pa! 

ANYWAY, the operative words in the title of 
the Senate version of the bill are “quality” 
and “affordable.” 

According to our contacts in the pharma- 
ceutical industry, the Roxas bill is more ac- 
ceptable to the multinational companies, 
precisely because of the equal importance 
it puts on “quality” and “price” of the 
medicine. 

You see, to the guys down here in my 
barangay, the problem with imported 
medicine is this: What company do you sue 
in case it kills or maims people, or perhaps 
turns them—your kids, for instance—into. 
vegetables? 

Thats why the Roxas bill wants safe- 
guards in the quality of even—what word 
did it use again—well, “affordable” 
medicine. 

Note that the Roxas bill avoided the term 

"cheap." Indeed, it connotes something in- 
пог. 
WHAT DO you know! The House of Repre- 
sentatives version is unabashedly called the 
"cheaper medicine bill,” authored by Лоо 
Rep. Ferjenel Biron, who is also a doctor by 
profession. 

Biron is the congressman who has been 
attacking the multinational firm Pfizer. You 
know, maker of Viagra. 

Pfizer is also the company that sued the. 
government firm Philippine International 
‘Trading Corp. over the antihypertension 
drug called Norvasc, claiming that the local 
firm infringed on Pfizer's patent on the 
medicine, 

Anyway, Biron is the same guy who cre- 


medicine, please 


not cheap, 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. Banal Ш ev 


ated a scene during the hearings in the 
House. He actually sent out of the 
room—and at the top of his voice, at 
that—a certain Karen Villanueva, appar- 
ently for the offense of being an executive 
of Pfizer, although at that time Villanueva 
‘was no longer working for Pfizer. 

‘Thus, the question among our sources in 
the industry is: Why is Biron singling out 
Pfizer? 

OF course, it does not help Biron that, 
based on his own of account, his family is 
also into the pharmaceutical business, both 
as manufacturer and distributor. 
MEANWHILE, in the Senate hearing on the 
ТТЕ contract, some of our brave senators 
are still fumbling for statements that can 
link the Lola at the Palace and, of course 
First Gentleman Miguel Arroyo, to the con- 
troversy. 

Enter Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, 
who claims that telephone companies 
themselves were behind the “corrupt me- 
dia blitz” against the NBN project. 

Well, a recent study made by the IT re- 
search firm Ovum, which has offices in the 
United States, Europe and Asia, noted that 
the Philippines has one of the fastest grow- 
ing broadband business. 

As if on cue, PLDT and Globe came out 
publicly that they can handle the broad- 
band services needed by the government. 

In short, why bother with the NBN pro- 
ject? 

But to the guys down here in my baran- 
gay the NBN project will only deny billions 
‘upon billions of pesos worth of businesses 
to those two companies. 

Never mind that the private broadband. 
operators do not have the so-called last 
mile connectivity, which should only reach 
the most remote barangay in the poorest 
province in ће country. 

Why is that? Because such a service is 

пог... well, profitable! Get it? 
ON FRIDAY, Oct. 12, the Airbus A380 test 
aircraft that is on a “route proving flight" 
across the Pacific Ocean, will land at the 
Diosdado Macapagal International Airport 
(DMIA). 

The A380 test flight will leave Airbus 
headquarters in Toulouse, France for a 
joumey that will take it to Dubai, UAE; 
Melbourne, Australia; and on to Manila. 

Now, named after the father of the Lola 
at the Palace, DMIA is the premier gateway 
designate of this cute administration. 

Anyway at 79 feet tall, the A380 is about 
as tall as an eightstory building. With a 
wingspan of nearly 262 feet, itis almost the 
size of a football field, The double-deck air- 
craft can thus accommodate 800 passen- 
gers. 

Really it isso far the largest passenger jet 
ever built on this planet. 

And so the world may now know that 
DMIA can actually accommodate the new 
generation of large aircraft such as the 
‘A380, See, all is not lost in this country! 


RP reported to be faring 
well in attaining UN goals 


THE PHILIPPINES HAS SCORED WELL IN 12 
out of 21 key human development indicators 
under the United Nation's Millenium Devel- 
‘opment Goals (MDGs), based on the Asian 
Development Bank's latest review. 

А report released yesterday by the ADB, 
which tracked progress in attaining the MDG 
goals in Asia-Pacific, showed that the region 
as a whole was forging ahead on many of the 
MDG benchmarks. But the report noted that 
there was “uneven” progress within coun- 
tries, and many of the less developed coun- 
tries stil needed global support to plug some 
of the development gaps. 

"We are at the halfway mark towards the 
target date of 2015, and have a historic op- 
portunity to change the lives of millions living 
in abject poverty” said Shiladitya Chatterjee, 
head of ADB's poverty unit, 

‘The MDGs relate to poverty, nutrition, edu- 
cation, gender equality, infant mortality, ma- 
ternal health, prevention of HIV and other 
diseases, water access, sanitation and envi- 
ronmental protection. 

The report noted that the Philippines was 
now halfway through its target of reducing 
people trapped in extreme poverty—or those 
eaming $1 a day or less—as the rate has 
eased to 14.8 percent as of 2004 from 19.8 
percent in 1999, 

“Itis moving slowly towards the target, but 


* 


will come very close to it by 2015,” it said. 

“The Philippines has reduced poverty at the 
national level, but did so more rapidly for 
households, where the head had completed 
at least primary education. Hence, in 2003, 
three out of five people lived in a household 
where the head had the lowest education lev- 
el, a higher proportion than at the beginning 
of 1990s,” according to the report. 

The Philippines was cited as an "early 
achiever” in 8 of the 21 indicators—increas- 
ing the completion rate in primary school, 
promoting gender equality in primary, sec- 
ondary and tertiary levels of education, re- 
ducing tuberculosis prevalence rate, increas- 
ing protected environmental areas and con- 
sumption of ozone-depleting substances. 

‘An early achiever means that the county. 
has now achieved the targets for 2015. 

Tt was noted to be "on track” in other areas; 
Reduction of mortality of infants and HIV preva- 
Тепсе, and improvement of urban sanitation. 

However, slow progress was noted in the. 
reduction of $1-a day poverty, reduction of 
underweight children, improving water ас. 
cess in rural areas and improving sanitation i}: 
rural areas. 

"The country performed worstin the fellows! 
ing areas: Increasing enrollment in primary: 
school, increasing the number of children 
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Clearly, we're moving f rward - 
and flying high. . 


Despite its entry into the Amended and Restated Rehabilitation Plan in 1999, the nation's flag 
carrier has showed outstanding improvement, beating fatal market threats and accomplishing 
‘one of the greatest turnaround stories the industry has ever known. 

With great pride and honor, Philippine Airlines ends its recuperation period. The remarkable 
team efforts of the PAL management and 7,500 workforce have prope led the organization to 
rise above turbulent times; and still clearly emerge as No.1 in the country's airline industry. 


And so with all our countrymen, we look forward to much brighter days ahead as we celebrate 
1 this momentous achievement. S ER 


Md Philippine Airlines 
Clearly No.1 


www philippinedirlines.com 


Widest Network * Largest Fleet * Most Passengers Flown * Highest Total Sales Revenue * IATA Operational Safety Audit Certified 
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Bernanke does it wi 


AN OLD MAN LEANS ON HIS CANE 
and says to his wife, "Do you remem- 
ber the first time we made love 50 
years ago? We went behind this very 
building where you leaned against the. 
fence and we made love.” “Yes,” she 
said, "I remember it very well.” “OK,” 

+, he says, lets take a stroll and see if we 
сап do it again for old time's sake.” 
"Oh, you old devil, hat sounds crazy 
atyourage but lets try" 

А police officer nearby hears 
their conversation and chuckling to 
himself thinks, "I have got to see 
these two old-timers having sex 
against a fence, just in case he has a 
heart attack,” so he follows them. 

The elderly couple walks slowly, 
leaning on each other for support, 
aided by walking sticks. Finally, they 
reach the fence and partially un- 
dress. As she leans against the fence, 
the old man moves in. Suddenly, 
they erupt into the most furious sex 
the policeman has ever seen. This 
goes on for 10 minutes with both 
making loud noises, moaning and 
screaming. Finally they both col- 
lapse, panting on the ground. 

"The policeman is amazed. He thinks 
he has learned something about life 
and old age that he didn't know. 

After half an hour of lying on the 
ground recovering, the old couple 
struggle to their feet and put their 
clothes back on. 

The policeman is truly amazed, I 
have to ask them what their secret 
is. So, as the couple passes, he says 
to them. “Excuse me but that was 
fantastic. You must have had a won- 
derful sex life together. Is there 
some secret to this?" 

Gasping, the old man replies. “50 
years ago, there wasn't an electric 
fence 

Iam feeling quite pleased with my- 
self, Last week, I wrote that the 
monthly job-creation figures were 
notoriously unreliable and could well 
be revised by up to 70,000. Well, it 
was revised from negative 4,000 to 
plus 89,000, an error of 93,000! I 
suppose the Department of Labor 
cannot collate the data in such a short 
time, as it has to be sourced from 50 
states stretching 3,000 miles from 

* West and East. Given the correct data, 
гу, 1 doubt whether BERNANKE would 
have cut bya half point. 

2, This month, I predicted 50,000 to 


2 ‘Abigail L. Но 

2 LISTED FIRM CHEMREZ TECH- 
2% nologies Inc. registered a 572-per- 
21. centsurge in after-tax net income to 
2 P353 million in the first nine 
ТЕ months of the year from only P52 
5 million in the same period last year. 
=: Ina disclosure to the Philippine 
7^ Stock Exchange, the company said 
its consolidated gross revenues 
7: jumped 60 percent to P2.74 billion. 
as of end-September from P1.71 

billion last year. 
Itattributed the revenue and profit 
increase to the stronger economy, the 


LISTED ICT FIRM IPVG CORP SAID 
yesterday that it has moved to start 

2. a joint venture with an India-based 
company to offer treasury out- 
sourced services. 

IPVG said it signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement with Credence 
Analytics (India) Pvt. Ltd. in India, 

Under which both parties have 


agreed to form a special purpose 
joint venture for an undisclosed 


Asian stock ... 


From page BI 


1 Chu, 


14.75 percent. 


The dollar index, a gauge of the curren- 
17: суз value against a basket of major curren- 
7 cies, was at 78.32, above last week's record 
} low of 77.66 but down from 78.819 hit af- 


2 ter the jobs data. 


Oil prices fell, extending the previous 
session's losses, as investors turned their 
focus to a slowdown in the US economy 
after hurricane concerns in the Atlantic 


% 


‘BE ‘in Globex electronic trading. 


abated. 


Gold tiptoed lower to $740.40/741.20, 
barely changed from $741.10/741.90 in 
Reuters 


New York on Friday. 


“This week is very crucial, especially 
comments from the РОМС this week,” said 


22. The Federal Open Market Committee on 
52 Tuesday will issue the minutes of its Sept. 
2518 meeting, at which it slashed the fed 

“funds rate by a half percentage point to 


US crude fell 47 cents to $80.75 a barrel 


Mr. BEARBULL 


Ron Nathan 


100,000. The actual figure was 
110,000 so I give myself 9 out of 10. 
Next month, this figure could well be 
anywhere from zero to 200,000 
though I doubt if the margin of error 
will be so huge this time around. To 
maintain the economy on track, the 
number of jobs created has to be 
150,000 to 200,000 and that looks 
unlikely, so the economy does look to 
be slowing down gradually but not 
going into a recession. BERNANKE 
must be sore at being misled so badly 
but given the figures, he had no 
choice but to cut. Whether he will cut 
again on Oct. 30 is a moot point. 

‘Of course, Wall Street responded in 
no uncertain fashion and the DOW is 
over 14,000 again. The analysts, who 
got it all wrong last time, predicting 
growth of 6.6 percent when it was 
111 percent, will get it all wrong 
again. For the current quarter, they 
predict growth of only 2.7 percent but 
Iam sure it will be much higher. The 
banks have slashed their third-quarter 
profits dramatically to allow for sub- 
prime losses but we should look at in- 
dustrials and tech stocks, the latter a 
mixed bag. In about 3 weeks, we 
should be able to calculate earnings 
growth, year on year, as at least 75 
percent of the S&P 500 index stocks 
should have announced their results. 
Ву Oct. 30, BERNANKE will have the 
annual growth rate of companies plus 
a revised figure for August. 

Both FED chairmen have been 
asked how they decide when to 
raise or lower interest rates. 
Greenspan decided by instinct, 
based on decades of experience. He 
was regarded as a demigod and no 
President or even team member 
would query his judgment. When 
9/11 happened, he slashed interest 
rates to а nominal 1 percent and 
within 3 months, the market had ге- 
covered. People equate wisdom 
with age and who am I to disagree? 

BERNANKE is not so well placed. 
He is a generation younger and was 
appointed by President Bush. 


appreciating peso and the continued 
development of environment-friend- 
ly products in the country. 

For the third quarter alone, 
Chemrez chief finance officer Fran- 
cis Caluag said the company 
chalked up P154.8 million in prof- 
its, up from P117 million in the 
same period a year ago. 

"Consumer spending, at- 
tributable in large part to strength- 
ening inflows from overseas Fil- 
ipinos, translated to increased sales 
of intermediate raw materials to i 
dustrial customers who are primari- 
ly engaged in food service and pro- 


amount. The joint venture will offer 
“treasury outsourced services” to 
banking and financial institutions. 
"The purpose of the transaction is 
for the mutual benefit of the parties in. 
expanding its businesses in the Busi- 
ness Process Outsourcing (BPO) and 
Knowledge Process Outsourcing 
(KPO) industry in the Philippines and 
in India. With the combination of the 
strengths and expertise of both parties, 
they intend to advance the industry 
арі contribute to establish the Philip- 
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BERNANKE contacted many other 
people whose advice he respects be- 
fore cutting 50 basis points. He told 
reporters that he does it with mod- 
els, complex mathematical models. 
Nobody doubts his intelligence and 
capability to do the job, itis just that 
Greenspan is a hard act to follow. 
One thing pleased me very much 
and that is how the whole world 
‘worked in conjunction to avoid the 
subprime turmoil from getting out of 
hand. Europe, the UX, the U.S. Japan 
and Australia all released large 
amounts of liquidity into their 
economies and bailed out, or took over 
companies, which were vital to the na- 
tional interest. IF only they could work 
together on carbon emissions and 
global warming, we might yet save the 
from extinction by 2100. 
China's stock market was closed 
last week for a holiday but the HANG 
SENG rose by up to 800 points a day, 
through 25,000, 26,000, 27,000. At 
this rate, we are likely to see 30,000 
before long. The forecast of growth 
at 11.6 percent sent BHP and metal 
prices soaring and gold hit a 27-year 
high of $750 an ounce. However, it 
still has a lot of catching up to do. It 
was $850 in 1980 when I doubled 
my money in 17 days, buying South 
African gold shares when the metal 
broke the critical $420 resistance lev- 
el and selling at the top (pure luck). 
AllAsian and Europe markets fol- 
lowed the DOW and Asian curren- 
cies strengthened again the weak 
dollar. Despite a 25-basis point cut 
by our central bank, the peso has 
appreciated to 44.43 to a dollar. HS- 
BC sees the peso at 40 and BNP 
PARIBAS, Frances largest bank, 
sees the peso at 42 this year, 37 next. 
year and 30 by 2010. Heaven for- 
bid, but we are usually at par with 
the baht, which is currently 34. 
ABALOS resigned after NERI told 
the Senate that he had offered him 
a P200-million bribe. 1 am abalos to 
understand how he was appointed 
to a government position. 
‘Campbell's recalled 72,300 cans 
of Chunky Baked Potato with Ched- 
dar and Bacon bits. Unfortunately, 
some soup contained bits of plastic. 
All they had to do was to modify the 
label to read cheddar, bacon and 
plastic bits. It has been withdrawn 
from the soupermarket. 
nathan.ronald@gmail.com 


Chemrez profit rises by 572% 


cessing, consumer appliances, 
home furnishings, construction, 
soap and detergent, and consumer 
care products,” he said. 

Apart from being the country's 
biggest producer of biodiesel, 
Chemrez also manufactures indus- 
trial products such as water-based 
solvents, paints and resins. 

Only five months into the imple- 
mentation of the Biofuels Act of 
2006, biodiesel and other oleo- 
chemical products already account- 
ed for 35 percent of consolidated 
revenues and 53 percent of gross 
profits. 


pines as not just a call center hub but a 
high-value BPO hub, and eventually 
tap the global banking and financial 
sector” РУС said in a disclosure to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange. 

‘Under the MOA, the parties will 
form a joint-venture company in the 
Philippines with to provide treasury 
outsourced services to banking and 
financial institutions. 

Initially available only in the Philip- 
pines and in India, the goal is to ex- 
pand the service globally, PVG said. 
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neighbors, the Philippines at- to the MDG assessment Jast tries that scored poorly in the 
tained a more positive rating year, when the country was development indicators. 
inthisyearsreportcompared cited as among eight coun- Doris C. Dumlao- 
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reaching grade 5, increasing for- 
est cover and reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions. 
Compared to other Southeast 
economies, the Philippines 


also scored well in 12 out of 21 
indicators, but lagged behind 


had 16 positive points each, and 
‘Vietnam, which had 14 positive. 


маз at par with Indonesia, which 


For FAST & EASY payroll processing use 


Other MSI Products: 
MSI Daily Time Recording (отк) 
MST Personnel Info.System (PIS) 


СЕ: 
ө; бәни ; 9245: 


Saber tns 


YOUNGBLOOD 


Edited by Jorge V. Aruta and Ruel S. De Vera 
P395 bookpaper PISO newsprin 


Now available from National Book Store and PowerBooks. 


Co-published by 


But though it lagged behind its 


evolves check-out 
ALL-IN-ONE LCD PCI STO P and our 
ade LCD Monitor _. 
Ё Space Saving 
[f Low Power Consumpti 


& Zero Noise and Low Heat 
Е Complete Connectivity 


SPECIAL OFFER! 
Buy 3 EVOLVE All-in-One PC, and get a FREE! 


LES 
мистар „лост 
МОЕ Brin see E 
amen, UO pet 


ШШ) maxon per company 


NOW ACCEPTING IPO SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 


REMIT 


CED GLOBAL REMITTANCE 
Local Small Investor Program (LSIP) 


Visit the COL Processing Centers: 
Oct.5-10,10am-Spm 
& Oct. 11, 10am-12nn 
Herman Miller Showroom of CC, 
Ground Floor; Citibank Tower, 
Valero corner Villar: 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 


Oct.8-10, 9am-5pm 


Cebu: Boardroom 
Cebu Marriott Hotel, 
Cardinal Rosales Avenue, 


Cebu Business Park 


For easy application process, please bring 
2valid IDs with your photo, your TIN, 
and a current billing statement. 


Cut-off date is on Oct. 11, 12nn. 


Open an account today! CITISEC@NLINE 


‚ Сай (02) 6-333-777 ог это Ек Кл О ORO 
isit neiti 1 nd oril online broker: 
visit www.cit кесте he уара 


YF COL Training Center, 
PSE Centre Exchange Road, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


DITO КА MABUBLULOK. 


Lahat ng pirata ng software kulong. Pati ikaw. 


Mmssoustions: 


ih Pay Sofware 8 


Prat Sow S Payroll Sofware, 


Т employant, 


wi Payrol Sh 
mn Payr [pus 


50 employees 


OFFER 
ted peta mee On | 
= дна TRA Render 


Er cat render 


тушу. 
TOR SALES NOLES CONG] Ч 
MUGTARD guia sso in nat 
nc Rr IE CAE 
алатот, , salesQgmeeedsystems сот? 


The Optical Media Board (OMB) embarks on this campaigh 
in support of the Intellectual Property Rights Month this 
October. The OMB is tasked to regulate the manufacture 
of optical media in ай its forms and impose fines and 
penalties for its illegal reproduction. 

For more information, visit www omb.gov.ph 
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SM group to consolidate all 
property interests under one unit 


Shoemart Inc. seen holding IPO 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


LISTED HOLDING FIRM SM INVESTMENTS 
Corp. said it would merge all its property in- 
terests under Shoemart Inc., an investment 
‘company of the Sy family. 

INQUIRER sources said the SM Group could 
be making this move in preparation for the 
initial public offering of Shoemart Inc., 
which was an option open to the SM group. 

‘The sources, however, stressed that a de- 
cision on this has yet to be made and that it 
was still too early to conclude that Shoe- 
mart Inc. would be undertaking an IPO. 

In a disclosure, SM Investment said the 
consolidation of its property businesses un- 
der Shoemart would be implemented 
through a share swap arrangement. 

Under an agreement approved by the 
boards of SM Investments and Shoemart, 
the former will transfer its entire holdings 
in residential arm SM Development Corp. 
(SMDC) to Shoemart. 

SM Investments owns 1.82 billion shares or 
48.64 percent of SMDC, while Shoemart con- 
trols 15.6 percent of SMDC as of Sept. 30, data 
from the Philippine Stock Exchange showed. 
‘Sticemart will end up owning SMDC. 

In exchange for its stake in SMDC, SM In- 
vestments will receive new Shoemart shares. 

The percentage ownership has yet to be 


determined pending valuations to be ap- 
proved by regulators. 

In a disclosure, SM Investments said it 
had engaged Macquarie Securities (Asia) 
Pte. Ltd. as the financial adviser for the deal. 

‘Once the consolidation is completed, Shoe- 
mart will be taking over the property develop- 
‘ment companies of the SM Group and their 
projects—which include residential, commer- 
cial, tourism and hotel development ventures. 

‘Two months ago, SM Investments started 
simplifying its corporate structure by desig- 
nating Shoemart as the “main company for 
the property development efforts” of its en- 
tire group. 

The move was approved by SM Invest- 
ment's board as part of the reorganization 
ofthe firm's corporate structure. 

Last August, SM Investments said it was 
planning to swap the 1.52 billion SMDC 
shares it was holding for 385,000 Shoemart 
shares. Sources said this would have result- 
ed in SM Investments owning about 67 per- 
cent of Shoemart which, in turn, would ac- 
quire 70 percent of SMDC. 

However, this plan did not materialize and 
SM Investments said it would, instead, swap its 
1.82 billion SMDC shares for Shoemart shares. 

SM Investments said in August that 
‘Shoemart would raise its capital stock to P1 
billion from P500 million. 


FORMER ILOILO AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT 
Megaworld chair and president Andrew Tan (left) shakes hands 
with Finance Secretary Margarito Teves to seal the P1 .2-billion. 
‘cash purchase of the former lloilo airport from the government. 
Megaworld is allocating P1.5 billion for the initial cost of 
developing the 54.5-hectare property into a fully integrated 
township project with commercial, business process outsourcing 
(ВРО) and residential faciliti 
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Coconut exports down 28.4% 


“EXPORTS OF MAJOR COCONUT 
products slipped by 28.4 percent 
in the first eight months of the 
year, data from the United Co- 
conut Association of the Philip- 


pines showed. 


,. Coconut exports as of August 
{reached 1.01 million metric tons 
copra terms, down from 1.41 


million metric J 


the same perio 


In August, lone, Ucap data 
£ showed that exports hit 146, 721 MT 
3 in copra terms, down by 10.1 percent 
from last years 163,241 MT. This 
was also 4.2 percent lower than the 
+ July exports of coconut products of 


1 153262 MT. 


The oleochemicals sub-sector 


14,851 МТ. 


jons recorded іп 
last year. 
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the publication of the most 
influential niche magazines today, 
is in immediate need of: 


Qualifications: 

+ A graduate of a 4-year communications 
‘course (or elated degree) from UP, UST, 
‘Ateneo, La Salle or UABP. 

* Between 23 10 32 years old, 

* Equipped with exceptional communication 
‘sks in both written and spoken English and 
Filipino. 

* Organized, resourcelul and creative. 

* Wiling to work overtime 

* Preferably with experience in digital 
content production and distribution. 


Qualifications: 

* Course (or related degree) from a 
reputable school such as UP, UST, La Salle, 
‘Ateneo or UABP. 

* Equipped with exceptional communica- 
tion skills in итеп and spoken English and 
Filipino; computer rate; has adequate 
presentation skis, 

* Leadership and management skiis are а 
must. 

* One-two years experience in magazine 
production required, 

* Organized, resourceful, confident and 
create. 

* Able to work under minimal supervision; 
wiling to work overtime. 

WEB ADMINISTRATOR 
ASSISTANT/ENCODER 
Qualifications: 

* Knoriodgeable in HTML 

* Knowiodgeable in PHP (programming 
language) 

* Knowledgeable in Linux-based systems 
(server-side programming) 

* Must be able to insiall and update online 
PHP programs such as Wordpress (blog 
software) and PHPBB (forum software) 


* Coliege graduate of a computer andior 
designing course. Pretorably with publication. 
layout background, 

* Exceptional designing skiis 

Organized, resourceld, creative 

* Wing to work overtime and thrives under 
pressure, 


recorded a 136.7-percent increase 
to 16,469 MT during the month 
from year ао 6,958 MT. 
However, exports of desiccated 
coconut dropped by 37.5 percent 
to 9,289 MT from year ago's 


Coconut oil lifting was slashed 
by 13.1 percent to 73,011 MT 
from last year's 83,993 MT, while 
that of copra meal was down by 
3.8 percent to 15,618 MT from 
last year’s 16,243 MT. 

For August, the US was the 
biggest export market for Philip- 
pine coconut oil, cornering 51.5 
percent of the total trade. 

Exports reaching the European 
market amounted to 23,295 met- 


ric tons, or 31.9 percent of the 
country’s total coconut products 
shipments for August. 

Other major markets for co- 
conut oil during the period were 
Japan, China and Malaysia. 

For the full January-August 
export figures, Ucap said co- 
conut oil exports were estimat- 
ed to have reached 508,817 MT 
(down 32.6 percent from last 
years 754,964 МТ); copra 
meal, 230,861 MT (down 19.6 
percent from 287,174 MT); des- 
iccated coconut, 84,023 MT 
(down 9.6 percent from 92,972 
MT), and oleochemicals, 75,954 
metric tons (up 4.3 percent from 
72,844MT).  AmyR. Remo 


Qualification 

* College Graduate, Major in Marketing, 
‘Advertsing, or Mass Communication with atleast 
2 years product development 

‘experience. 

* Knowledge on market research, 4Ps of 
marketing-product, price, promotion and 
placement strategies. 

* Must possess skills on business planning and 
writing, analysis, planning and organizing, moni- 
toring, project management, leadership, presenta- 
боп and negotiation. 


Quelifications: 

* College Graduate, Major in Marketing, 
‘Advertising, or Mass Communication. 

* Knowledge on marketing concepts. 

* Proficiency in basic computer operations (Word, 
Excel, Powerpoint) 

* Knowledge of basic design software 
applications an advantage. (Photoshop, InDesign) 
* Excellent communication, presentation, writing, 
interpersonal, analytical, planning, and 
‘organization skis, 


‘Qualifications: 

* Atleast College Level, preferably with 
background in Marketing, Sales or any 

Business course. 

* Highly motivated, a team player, with good com- 
‘munication, negotiation and presentation skits, 
thrives under pressure and can work with minimal 


supervision. 
* Applicants must be wiling о work in Макай City 
and do field work. 

* Prelerably has atleast 1 year experience in 
Corporate Sales/AdverlitingfPublicaon. 


CIRCULATION MANAGER 
Qualifications: 

* College Graduate Major in Management, 
Economics or Marketing. 

* Preferably with at least five (5) years 
'exporienco in Circulation with three (3) years 
managerial experience. 

* Knowledge in product, price, distribuion and 
promotion strategies. 

* Proficiency in basic computer operations 
(Word, Excel, Powerpoint. 

* Excellent communication, presentation, writing, 


Interested applicants m 
of the ff: prod classifiedsGinquirer.com.ph 
inguirer.com bh, spanliliotinquirer.com ph, j 
lications. ph. hrd@hip.ph or bring 
) 2x2 photos; Transcript of Records 
nit 330, Mile Long Building Amor 
Corner Javier Streets, Makati City, from Monda 
Friday, 9.00 a.m.1o 12:00 p.m. 


Tel Nos.: 759-2284, 759-2024, 840-0196, 813-6848. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2007 


NW Palawan 
drilling starts 


By Abigail L. Ho. 


AFTER MONTHS OF WAITING FOR AN 
available drilling rig, Galoc Production Co. 
(GPC)—operator of Service Contract 
14C—has finally started drilling activities 
in its contract area in offshore Northwest 
Palawan. 

According to a Department of Energy bul- 
letin, the consortium started drilling last Sun- 
day, following the arrival in the country of the 
Energy Searcher drill ship last Friday. 

‘The company will drill a pilot hole that will 
enable the consortium to determine the geo- 
logical properties of the reservoir in the 
southern part of the contract area. 

This would aid GPC in the planning and de- 
sign of succeeding production wells. Drilling 
of the pilot hole and two horizontal wells 
would take 82 days to complete, with the pro- 
duction test to take another 180 days, accord- 
ing to the drilling bulletin. 

The targeted structure has estimated re- 
coverable reserve of about 16 million bar- 
rels. The initial phase of development i 
volves an investment of about $86 million." 

GPC country manager Kay Palma earlier 
said the $86-million investment covered 
the funding requirement from 2005 up to 
the first drawing of oil from the field. 

About 77 percent of this would come from 
GPC, she said. The balance would be shoul- 
dered by Australia's Nido Petroleum Ltd., 
"which has a 22.28-percent stake in the project. 

GPC owns $8.29 percent of SC 14. Other 
shareholders are Philodrill Corp., Oriental 
Petroleum and Minerals, Linapacan Oil, 
Gas and Power, Forum Energy, Alcorn Gold 
Resources and PetroEnergy Resources. 


RP-China farm deals still on 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Agriculture ex- 
pects to push 
through with all the 
controversial RP- 
China farm agree- 
ments by next year. 

However, it said it 
would have to 
amend the mecha- 
nisms for their im- 
plementation. 

"The projects are 
not canceled, at 
least for the agricul- 
ture side, but we 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 
Noice hry uen mat ne lonngconpanevepayes have ted wih ts Regen Ово 


have to engage in 
consultations,” said 
Agriculture Secre- 
tary Arthur C. Yap. 

Yap told reporters 
that he would be 
calling for consulta- 
tions with all farm- 
ers and stakehold- 
ers by end-October 
to December. 

Yap said there 
were too many ques- 
tons and fears 
raised by these 
stakeholders, partic- 
ularly on land and 
investment issues. 


Republic of ine Phippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Regional Office No. IV-A 


Â эн rr nn gy Paran, Calana у 


Telefax Nos. (049) 545-0292 


October 09, 2007 


арра lor Anen Enplogmet Perms: 


He said the DA 
would need time to 
evaluate the findings 
of the technical com- 
mittee, resulting in 
delays in these pro- 
jeas implementation. 

Yap earlier sus- 
pended two farm 
deals—with Jilin Fu 
Hua Agricultural Sci- 
ence and Technology 
Development Со. 
and the Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous 
Region Govern- 
ment—while е 
Senate was inquiring 


into the controversial 
broadband deal with 
ZTE Corp. of China. 

In his recent trip 
to China, Yap said 
the Chinese govern- 
ment did not even 
bring up the issue of 
suspension. 

"The ^ Chinese 
companies and gov- 
‘ernment also under- 
stand that we're on- 
ly being transparent 
and that we have to 
expand consulta- 
tions with our stake- 
holders," he said. 

Even with the 
scrapping of the 
broadband deal, Yap 
said President’ Ar- 
royo was still confi- 
dent that "develop- 
ment assistance will 
continue to flow into 
the Philippines.” 

“That's where we 


Name and address of 
CompenyEmployer 


Name ol Foreign 
Naomi CHaenstip 


are coming in be- 
cause agriculture 
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has needs for devel- 
opment assistance,” 
Yap stressed. 
According to Yap, 
the General Santos 
fish port expansion 
was buit through 
Chinese ODA, and 
that the Banahao 
pump irrigation pro- 
ject in Ilocos was put 
wp through a Chi- 
nese funding as well. 


тее Ads 
HDD Equpaent 
Enpneenng Scu 


Goss Manger 


Prose Tec 
Proton Teri. 


Fri Manages 


Republic of th 
Professional Regul 


е Philippines 
lation Commission 


2 Manila 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Professional Regulation Commission, with address at P. Paredes cor. N. Reyes St. (formerly 
Morayta 51), Sampaloc, Manila, hereby invites prospective bidders to apply for eligibity and to bid for: 


ems to Bid for 
December 2007 
requirements 


Approved Budget 
forthe Contract 


Daten 
Pre-bla Ce 


Non- 
Refundable Feo 


DateNenue of 
Submission and 
Opening of Bids 


етше of 
conference 


Printing and Supply 

of Nurses censure 

Examination (NLE) 
Test Bookiets 


PA45200000 
aP O53)page 


АИО; 
PRC Соп 
2nd Floor, 


Ocobor 16,2007 


October 29, 2007 
А1008. 
PRC Conference Rm. 
nd Foor, Main Bi. 


am. 4,000.00 
fronce Rm. 


Man Bldg. 


‘Only bidders registered withthe Electronic Procurement Service for procurement of goods and services 


shall be allowed to participate in the bidding process. Bidders may obtain th 
Tequirements for procurement of goods and services at the Office of the ВАС Sec 


Мап Blág. staring on. 


‘October 9, 2007. 


ist of the registration 
лапа, 2nd floor, PRC. 


Bid forms and the Terms of Reference (TOR) may be obtained at cost by interested bidders staring on 
October 9. 2007 from the Office of the BAC Secretaria. 


‘The PRC Bids and Awards Committee shall screen the eligibility of prospective bidders based on their 
‘compliance with the eligbilly requirements on a pass/fail basis, evaluate, and post-qually bids to determine 
whether the bidder concerned complies with and Is responsive to all the requirements and condillons for 


йу. 


All particulars relative to the registration, eligibility, bidding, evaluation of bids, and awards of contract 
shall be governed by the applicable provisions of Republic Act No. 9184, otherwise known as the 
"Government Procurement Reform Act (GPRA), and йз Implementing Rules and Regulations. 


‘The Commission reserves the right to verify the veracity of any information or authenticity of any 
document submitted in the course of bidding and to undertake ocular Inspection of offices and facilities of 


bidders. It Ikewise reserves the right to reject any ог ай bids, wal 
accept ihe offer most advantageous to the PRC. It shall not a 


iny defect or formality therein, and to 
i ary responsibilty whatsoever о 


‘compensate or indemnify the bidders for any expense incurred in the preparation of tha bid, nor does it 
‘guarantee thal an award wil be made, 


Very truly yours, 


(50) LEONOR T. ROSERO 
Chairperson 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2007 


———A—————————Á— 


4 Cur Dearly Beloved 
JOHN WILLIAM RICE 
(June 9, 1953 - October 5, 2007) 
will be cremated on October 13, 2007 
at the Heritage Memorial Park Crematorium 
after the 1:00 p.m. Mass 
at the Arlington Memorial Chapel, 
Pasig City. 


NRADO S. DAYRIT, M.D. , 


Loving Husband, Father, Grandfather, i 
and Great-Grandfather 


v After 88 years of a life full of loving relationships, professional 


LU 
A absent ie DR. CONRADO achievements, and faithful obedience to God, Daddy passed on 
ner “ading” S. DAYRIT to eternal life peacefully on October 6, 2007. 


"n 
y (от m Retiree of Medical Affairs 
labed lh ТА United Laboratories, Inc. 
ban "i e Peacefully joined his Creator on 
Ae | lih October 6, 2007 at the age of 88. 
кеш His body lies in state at 
the Lord.” Santuario de San Jose, 
cad Greenhills. Interment will be 


al, (| October 12 at Loyol 
aine pese та шуо 


au 


We will all miss his loving embrace, warm smile and 
assuring counsel. 


Wife Mila Millar Dayrit; children and spouses 


Manolet and Ellerie Sto. Niño, Jun Jun and 
Baby Fugoso (1), Toby and Maricor Baytion, 
Eddie and Jenny Dugan, Raffy and Judy Grey, 
Iggy and Eleanor Tiglao, Gina and Alberto 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


Maynila, Pilipinas 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Bangko елга ng Plipinas (BSP), through ts Bids and Awards Cormitee (ВАС). 
invites bidders о apply for eli and to bid for the hereunder project: 
Матеа Proje! | Supply, delwery, station and commissioning o one 
Bie! Descipion | (1) unt Digtal Forensic Imaging System for Curency 
Notes, Cons and Securty Documents per BSP 
specications. 
USD 78 09945 


‘Roped Budget 
forthe Contract 


Delivery Period 


‘avery 10 por ol loading shal be wii pty (30) 
calendar days ater opening LC 

Prospecive bidders shouid have undertaken а тёз project awarded and completed rom 
‘Yao 0 present amounting to at least 50% ofthe approved budget lar ће contact. The 
Elly CneckSceening as well as the Prekminary Examination cl Bids shail use non- 
discretionary “passai” cera. Post-qualiication ol the lowest calculated bid shall be 
conducted: 

‘Al particulars relative to Efgibity Statement and Screening. Bid Securty, Peformance 
Security. Pre- Bidding Conference, Evauaton of Bids, Posi-Oualiicaton and Award of 
Contract shali be governed by the pertinent provisions ct RÀ 9184 ands inplementng Pales 
элй Regulations (89). 

тке complete schedule ot actos is Isted, as follows: 

‘ates 
Issuance of Bid Documents 
Pre Bid orlerence: 
Opening of Bids 
Bid Evaluation 
Post quacaon 
Жоке of Award 
‘i Documents ийре avaiable oniy to prospective bidders upon payment ol non-lundable 
amount o P2,000.00. 

The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indem bidders for any 
expanses incurred in he preparation o he bid. 

The BSP reserves the right io react any and al id proposals, or deciare he bidding а fiure. 
‘rol award те contac, and makas по assurance hat contac shal be entered по аз а 
Tesi ol is raton. 


Sheds 
lang 08 October 2007 [Up o2 PM соў} 
2900050 2007, 200 PM. 
13 November, 200 PM. 

sse sral De 1 acordansa win TE 


(воа) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA 
(PDi- Octobar 9, 2007) = 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
This is to inform the public that the following series 
of Official Receipt (CR) and Provisional Receipt (PR) 
of SCANASIA OVERSEAS, INC. are missing: 
OR # 136655 PR # 45407 
136667 45408 
136668 45409 
136672 
All transactions involving the use of the said receipts 
are therefore considered as INVALID. 


For further inquiries, please call our 
office @ 815-0123 


(P01 October 9, лаа 22,2007) 


WANTED 
TELEMARKETER FEMALE 
Campuser лоно + Must, 
fave il wart wets * 
st span het Engi 
This ie for USA. based 
unr eee страу 
NIGHT SHET 
[d 
Messa ven sade com 


TKKK RESTAURANT CORPORATION 
IS IN NEED OF THE FOLLOWING: 
“CASHIER” 


* With pleasing personally 

* Win experience 

“ADMIN STAFF” 

* Must be computer беге 

* Wih pleasing personalty 

Interview: Everyday trom 300 p.n. onwards 

Please bring your resumé along with you 

Interview Venue: 828 Аташ Avenue, Makati Сау 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL THIS NUMBER. 
CONTACT NO.: 497-8437 


WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 


HS & HERS Watch Center 
5646503 5897041 
0917-8473744 
[Room 603 Manila Paviion 
Hotel and 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorietta? Макай 


ERRATUM 


The Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid by 
the National Power Corporation published last 
September 25, 2007, is for a Supply Contract 
and not a Lease Contract. The phrase “The 
source of funds for the Lease Contract” should 
have read “The source of funds for the Supply 
Contract...” 


(PDI-October 9, 2007) 


Fernandez, Francis and Minna Cruz; 


wonderful life. 


grandchildren Sophia and Roxanne; Joel and Miya; Enzo, Tati (1) and Felicia; Patty, 
Vicente, Joanna, Angela, Camille, Cecile and Samantha; Marco and Marika; Camilla 
and Teresa; Katherine, Mishael and Micah; Carlos and Isabel; and grandchild-in-law 
Jehremiah Asis and great-grandchild Joseph request all people whose hearts and lives 
Daddy has touched and influenced to be with us in prayer and loving remembrance of his 


His remains lie in state at the Santuario de San Jose, Greenhills East, Mandaluyong, Metro 
Manila. Interment will be on October 12, 2007 at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City, 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at Santuario de San Jose. 


In lieu of flowers, you may consider donating to your favorite charity. 


“CLASSIFIEDS 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
ven oe 
арз aN awanos COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), through its Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC), invites bidders to apply for eligibility and to bid for ће 
hereunder project: 


СЕТА 
[roe seventy-seven (877) Klos Nickel 
EOM IR | Anodes per BSP specifications. 
Approved Budget г ве Сола. (АВС) | P3,332,600.00 
Dever Pare Nolite tan Decomber S 2007 
Prospecive bidders Shui have undertaken а simlar project awarded 
эла completes rom 12009 0 presen amounting o at least пу percent 
7) але АВО ойле ter 1o be ба The Egit Check’Screening 
йаз he Pretnanary Examinaton of Bide shall uss non decretonary 
SEES often Post quaifcaton othe lowest саса bid shallbe 
En 
Hipariiars reale to Egy Sutermontand Screening, Ва Securty, 
Peformance Securty, Pre Bidding Conterences) Evaluation of Bids, 
Post Gualficaton and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
portent provisions of FLA. Мо. 9184 and ts implementing Files and 
Raguiations (ЯВ) 
The complete schedule o activos is isted, as оома: 
ctis Schedule 

теала of id Document | Staring 08 October 2007 
2 рева Conference [29 October 2007; 8:00 pam 
[з Opening o Bids 18 November 2007. 200 p. 

DC ET Trav sale пасата wih Be 
5. Post-qaliication 
S Noice of Anard 
Bid Documents wil be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment dla non retundatie amount of P1,700.80 o tne BSP Cashier, 
The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or 
Trae bidder or any expenses cured m th preparation ol in bid 
The BSP reserves the right to reject any and al bid proposals or declare 
Wetásngalaiure or ot award ne contact, and makes no assurance 
That a contract shali бе entered то as a recut of this invitation. 


(524) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
Chairman 


трепет! 
АА No. 9194 dated 10 January 2008, 


(PO-Oebert 2007) 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
Notice is hereby given that ENTREX, 
INC. has been dissolved. If you have 
any valid claims against said company, 

lease contact (Rizza B. Blanco) at 


jel. No. (5269443). 


(POI October 4 24,2007) 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that Liberty 
Aviation Corporation has been 
dissolved. If you have any valid claims 
against И company, please contact 
(Rizza B. Blanco) at Tel. No. (5269443). 


(PDI-- October 4— 24, 2007) 


PEZA-Mactan . 


[d P iE DOLE-NCR.. 
DOLE-Reg. IV 


„Аб HINGE Inquirer Publications 


A6 Professional Regulation 
B6 Commission . 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘The Provincial Government ot Bukidnon. Prou ts Bos an Анак Connie ВАС, nie 
Boeimeer sanaaa app riget nd 1o bA er runc ie 
Neme ot Projects 
орта Pelerenee No. 30047.28 Supply & Deilvery of Various Construction 
ters о Тый; Water Sytem Project: 
FOR Taag Buican 
Description! Location o ha Project 
EOC Gate Ve FF w ENG & Forge eng ЕОС Aag FM w BNG B ange шен ng ГО x 
ТО Crease им w BNG. 6 x 0- CI ederw DNO. 'O x a9. Ci Coon MM w BNG, C0 
XO -C eae MM w BNG, aban ray 00), £0 x70 C Tea Reducer IWF w BNG & tange 
РС ГО Cl Acai w ENG w Pang sinag ZO хва GIPP SAN. Z 0x70- Ч 
egeris an Va 01x50 CI Sbon FIF w BNG A Farge Sl mng 6'0 x SCI ebow МҮН а: 
BAE CO: ton G нори Sen Юте EO x8 0m GI Pi Sch £O C Raptor M w BNG А Fange 
Ssi rg EO SPO tos Ff w BNG Farge stea rag ГО КРС Ebon MM w DG 0:60 
SE Poe Soh 40.5030 OI Tao educar MM w BNG, EOS O- CI Tee curr MM w BNG, S'O 
340°C) Tes Pecos М м BNG. SOY ZO - CI Tos Йөз ММ, w BNG, Tum Buc lor 1 W 
‘be, cate Song Cap. Pontang Gemert, We Pos, Da U bol w a washar ery day, =A” 
Wier Se ато 2 Ur Goon Son [Haee (onn r£ om- DOS 718 G1 Ta Vire 1880p. 
PEST 2 „Сорылык, 0820 ps -Z 14 12- Coco Lunar, 1érmOx60n~DSE, ZONTO £- 
Tóm- DSA: 170 Cab, ИСО Cani, 360 pes -Z xE x10 = Good Lunbe SO pes: 2'13 x 10 = 
боот. tonno x бо DB. 28 pes. 2'8" x 12 -Coco Lumber, Pont Tne, Руст Bluo See, 
ie бет Fait inte For ти Созин cl aas Wa Syalom, Thay Buon 
d ‘Sion Four Hundred Twenty igh Thoesand — 
Ext Hoare Egy Peace Twenty Two 
[ere 
‘Project Relernce ne. ЗОНА : Supply Delivery A nso c Computer 
pu 
Description ості ot зе Projeet 
Mi PC Sewer Unc Power Supiy (UPS) а Automate Хоар Raper AVR) ists, Lapip - 
Computer & Compe Олан For те Боко Рюнлса aam Systm For a Вот Prov 
‘eas гөр ama For Росса! Haath Saone А PEEDNO, 
Aopoa Bage orbe Contact Theo Milan Three Hundred Sixty Eight Thousand Five 
‘ones Eighty eee Pesos (P 32885540] 
PriectConpanDurton = Fen CaencrDaysupanrecoptcctcaloPrceed — i. 
Prospective bat лола на рейса minder а simlar projet mihin Pa is years wan 
cct d'a ens nx lh popored proctor ong Tha Бу CscuSowenng s wel as PO 
Frama Exsmrabnel ar ии war ardena pas сага Pos расата e on 
Саала. 
‘Al ралодаз пиве 1o Бодол Statonan апа Scoring, Bd Sacri, Po-Blsng Conlerenco 
Pokomance Senay, балабан Po баай сае and на of Comal hab governed ува" 
pravos рле RA 8184 ands inponeing Ru end equ (FA, 
ta corge scudo ot aces eld tst. Д 


p 


p-7 rm 
[ 39, 2007 scare, 

GEPS Vinny at 
РОЗО, PGO. PTOS 
Соке 
POSO, Procli Capt 
Maaytay Cay 
BAC Сойтсе Room, 
Proves Само, 
ayo iy 
EZ aba 22 00T, TOTAM. | BAC Coniesenon Room, 
Оюм дин | SOAM. ронаш Сара, 
Er Mata Cay 
‘i donee wie tain porsche DADs upon papani oI on uia Bit documents te 
Baanot Tec oven Pesas (2090 pras. For my Pese ca Төрле Nos 088201. "| 
ETLER 
Tra Provincis! Government o! Bukidnon asumas o espe ase ocongnsal orderly 
Boae ray esparses соте! л та propane. 
ep snum 

(Sod) JOSEFREDI. FLORES 
ВС Charman 


ишле eB Danis | Ооо 10 OT 


ing Dass | бавна 2007, МАМ. 


POI-Cettert 2807 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS. 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
т8т8тл96А3П au boca 
99213497170 [ Tune 


BUY > SELL- PAWN RT Tus 


ROLEX Š SU EL 


E other SWISS SWATCHES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS 


BEST PRICE 
SPOT CASH 
8341572 
8316712 


[TII 
КЕ 
(Sg RUDY. ona 
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Jn You can now checkout 
JOBERE. more jobs trom dobttarket Libre everydayt | 


The World's No. 1 Selling Brandy 


Emperador Brandy is in a league all its own. 
It ranked as the world’s best-selling brandy in 2006. 
A supreme testimony to Emperador's premium quality 
recognized by the most discriminating drinkers. 


Make your every celebration truly grand with 
your favorite brandy. The world’s No. 1 selling brandy. 
Emperador Brandy. A toast to excellence. 

And success. 


Proudly Produced by 
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Gran Casa d Sama 
EMPERADOR DISTILLERS, INC. С “©К DISTILLERS MC EE 
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Text and photos 
by Anne A. Jambora 


OTHERHOOD 
must have 
cast a magi- 2 


this $ 
American comeback [: 


cal spell on 
kid. 

Though critics thought 
it was too soon for the 
former world tennis No. 
1 woman player Lindsay 
Davenport to return to 
court just three months 
after giving birth to first- 
bom Jagger Jonathan 


Leach, she proved them 


"wrong. 
Та fac 


Davenport herself 
was surprised when she bagged 
the Sony Ericsson Women’s 
‘Tennis Association (WTA) tour- 
nament title in Bali, Indonesia. 


= *sDAY FIX 


Fi 


Former world 
top woman tennis y 
player Lindsay £ 
Davenport makes 
an impressive 
return to the sport 
in Bali 


Q 


"Its been overwhelming and 


exciting. 1 was physically un- 
sure how I would respond, [al- 
though] I don't feel I've come 
back too soon because I feel re- 
ally good physically,” said the 


31-year-old mother, who 


visibly shocked world No. 3 Je- 
lena Jankovic in the quarterfi- 
nals (6-4, 2-6, 6-2) and No. 12 
Daniela Hantuchova (6-4, 3-6, 


6-2) in the finals. 


Held at the Grand Hyatt Re- 
sortin Nusa Dua, Bali, the Com- 
monwealth Bank Tennis Clas- 
sic, part of the Sony Ericsson 
WIA tour, is reputed to be one 
of the best in Southeast Asia. 


Tt has lured Grand 


champions, including Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and Conchita 


Martinez. 


But Davenport has never left 


the charming “island of 


without a title under her belt. 
The Slovakian Hantuchova, 
who has a 0-7 record against 
Davenport, said she tried to do 
the right things, like moving the 
American around to make her 


play that extra shot. “All 


to the way [Davenport] was 


playing,” Hantuchova 


adding her friend must now be 
а role model to all women ath- 
letes, especially the mothers. 


The 6214" Davenport, 


married to investment banker 
and former All-American foot- 
baller Jon Leach, said she began 


playing tennis again two 
after giving birth. 


Concentrating first on simply 
hitting the ball, she gradually 


increased her rou- 
tine each week and 
until she was able to 
play hard tennis 
again in nine weeks. 

“Ies been about 
regaining my 
strength back by lift- 
ing weights, and al- 
so trying to lose 
weight which is nev- 
er easy. Tm not so 
good with diet. Last 
time I know I was 
looking for a cook- 
ie,” she said with a 
hearty laugh. 

The 175-pound 
Davenport, who be- 
gan playing tennis 
at the age of 5, is 
one of the tallest 
women in history to 
play top-level ten- 
nis. Her size has re- 
sulted in her lack of 
court speed. 

She said she had 
to work on her foot- 
work and running 
sprints again to be 
back in pre-pregnan- 
cy shape by October. 


Balancing act 

“I haven't been 
the best since my 
son was born so I 
need to try a little 
harder. It’s hard to 
balance training, di- 
et and motherhood, 
Some things go out 
of the window. 
Hopefully I can fo- 
cus on things I need 
to do for my career 
and still maintain a 
good home and be a 
good mom," Daven- 


. ` 


port said. 

More than fame and glory, itis 
the sheer love for tennis that 
made Davenport retum to the 
sport so soon after giving birth. 
She said she was never really 
comfortable with the celebrity 
status. 

“Tve always wanted to play. 
When I was younger I would 
play a couple of hours after 
school. It has always been truly 
about the sport,” she said 

Since the Sony Ericsson WTA 
tournament in Bali was her first 
in a year, Davenport, who only 
wanted to try some matches 
and see what happened, was 
prepared for a letdown. Each 
day she found herself still play- 
ing was like a dream, she said 

А pro tennis player's life is 
tough, Davenport said, more es- 
pecially when a match is lost. It 
is not easy to be gracious all the. 
time when everyone expects a 
sound bite as soon as one steps 
out of the court. Words just nev- 
er come out quite the right way, 
and it is hard to be honest, she 
said. 

“In the heat of the moment 
it’s tough to give interviews and 
let out your true emotions. It’s 
quite devastating, but the more 
you play the better you get at al- 
most faking [your emotions],” 
she said. 

As for the Bali tournament, “I 
certainly exceeded my expecta- 
tions in how I would play but I 
think a lot of that had to do with 
being excited to be out there. I 


beata 


Slam 


gods” 


credit pem 


said, 
whois 


weeks 


HANTUCHOVA opened 
by holding her serve at love. 
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SARA Errani was no match to Davenport in the semis (6-1, 6-3) 
but the feisty Italian is someone to watch in future tourneys. 


never really expected [to win 
the title],” Davenport said. 
With motherhood in full gear, 
is she still concerned about 
ranking? "No, not at all. 1 don't 
know if I сап be competitive 
again like I need to be. With the. 
exception of the really good 
ones, many players have to play 
so many tournaments to be 
ranked where they are. I just 
can'tdo that anymore." 
Davenport plans to begin 
2008 at the Australian Open and 
join the Beijing Olympics, then 
play it by ear from there. As 
much as she likes to focus on her 
game once more, she said her 
son dictates her schedule now. 


THE GRACIOUS Davenport is always ready to meet fans and. 
autographs. 


New priority 

“One thing you learn when 
you have a baby is you can't re- 
ally plan anymore. I hope to 
play 10 or 12 tournaments, but 
travel and everything will de- 
pend on my son's schedule,” she 


More than 1,400 players 
from 75 countries are compet- 
ing in the Sony Ericsson WTA 
tour for more than $62 million 
in prize money. The tours sea- 
son-ender championship will be 
in Madrid, Spain, in November. 


DAVENPORT with son Jagger: “Motherhood has made me calmer as 
aperson.” 


Your Doctor Knows Best 
Dennis M. Tudtud MD, FPCP, FPSMO, FPSO 


Question: 
Tam45 years old and was diagnosed to have breast cancer. What are my treatment options? 
Doctor Says... 


What are the signs and 
symptoms of Breast cancer? 


The presence of а lump is usually the most common 
Susilesston of breast canoer. 1t is usally painless but may 
Sometimes prosent as a dll pain. Other sigs that may be 
fadieative of breast cancer are: change in the size of one 
шешн, changes in the nipple, either thas become inverted 
(Pulled inwards) or change ia position or shape. Nipple 
емде more soi ody niu aur 

Sn dinpling or puckering, resembling the ped of ап 
grange, P lkewise а telale sign of bream cancer 
Somstines a massa the armpit isthe initial presentation of 
Ws disense, which iie paient takes for granted. 
Approximately, 70% ofall breast cancers are discovered by 
paient bersolf or ber permer. tis usually more common. 
ишш women aged 50 years old and above but recent, 
"here has been a шге increase in the Incidence af breast 
incer among much younger women. Who are tose a risk 
for developing breast cancer? Women who have а suong 
йшйу Моо of rest canoe, hoe who had ei fet 
menstruation at a very eariy age or а Ше menopause, those 
‘who hud a long history of atate of oral contraceptive pilis, 
Tono who are obeso and ed sedentary ses we mort 
prone to develop breast cancer compared tthe general 
Population, With the advent of moder technology aad 
ovel drugs, сше for breast cancer is possible if the disease 
ie diagnosed eariy and treated propery. 1 is recommended 
that afi women practice regular sci bras examination and 
See a doctor if here ae suspicious changes noted. 


Dr, Eugenio Regala provides ns 
uh ths wee darersos on 
тан Concer Dr. Gene, as bets 
commonly addressed by dis 
patients,” obtained his medical 
gren ia Univesity of So. Tomas 
lan 1994. He later took Ms 
mur integra 
‘Medicine ot ihe зате instiution 


Piigone College of Physicians 
‘ond the Philippe Soctey of Medical Oncology. De Gene spends his 
diee ите сери Ms body fit by swimming and playing bedminton: 
фе Gene aiso loves lo evel. MEDICard members may eval for his 
Consultations et Room 108 of UST Hospital every Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday 10-1 2n and at room 1703 of the Medica 
Tower, nc. (The Medical Cay) every Monday, Тео, Wednesday 
он Friday 3 1o 6 рш and every Thursday Зри 
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Being diagnosed of having breast cancers notan 
easy situation. Initally you may have feelings of 
anxiety, fear and even anger. It may take ime, but 
acceptance is the best way to deal wth youriiness. 
There are several treatment options for breast cance. 
In general, the choice of treatment will depend опа 
number of factors, which include: 

«Stage of breast cancer (eariy, local advanced, 

metastatic) 

+ Agyessvenessolihetunor(degeeot derentaton) 
Menopausal status (рге- or post-menopausal) 

Hormone receptor sensitivity of the cancer 

(hormone receptor positive or negative) 

“Personal preferences (Desire to have chidren 

inthe future) 

Although breast cancer is more common in older 
women who are post-menopausal (cessation of 
menstruation), about 25% cf hose dagnosedare under 
the age of 50years. Like you, many ofthese women 
are stil pre-menopausal (stil having their monthly 
periods}. 

Те aim of breast cancer reatmentis to remove the 
cancer and preventi кот coming back. Treatment 
options include surgery, radiation therapy, 
chemotherapy and hormonal therapy. These may be 
used alone orin combination to achieve fhe best resu. 

For early stage breast cancer tumor confined to 
the breast), the treatment objective Б the removal ol 
the tumor and the involved lymph node (it any) to 
preventfurther spread. This в done through breast 
Cancer surgery, which may be a breast conserving 
procedure such as lumpectomy removal ofthe canoer 
and small amount of surrounding tissue, leaving the 
Test of the breast intact) or a less conservative 
procedure like mastectomy (removal of the entire 
breast. 

Арай kom surgery alone, patients may also receive 
adcftonal treatment to remove breast cancer al that 
may have been let behind after surgery. Carefully 
caculateddosescfradaton (ay toa localized area 
of the cancer are given to patients undergoing 


radiotherapy. Common side effects include 
reddening ofthe skin, feeling sick and tiredness. 

Chemotherapy may also be given. This 
treatment may go on for three to six months. 
Side effects are similar to radiotherapy and in 
pre-menopausal patients, chemotherapy may 
cause permanent cessation of menstruation that 
can result to early menopause symptoms such 
as hot flushes and infertility 

Hormonal therapy is another option. This is 
usually usedin sequence with chemotherapy after 
surgery. This treatments suitable for patients with 
hormone-sensitve breast cancer (ER and/or PR 
positive assay of cancer specimen). The principle. 
cftreatments to deprive he tumor of estrogen (female 
sex hormone) that induces growth. In 
pre-menopausal women, the production of estrogen 
can be stopped by chemotherapy, removal of the 
ovaries by surgery, or by inhibiting the pituitary 
stimulation of estrogen production by monthly or 
three-monthiy injections. Another way isto use an 
‘oral medication or a tablet to prevent estrogen from 
getting in contact wit the tumor, thus inhibiting its 
growth. Side effects include early menopause 
symptoms lke hot flushes and loss of libido. There. 
are benefits and drawbacks for each kindo treatment 
and you should discuss these issues with your 
doctor. 

The treatment options for locally advanced breast 
cancer wil be discussed in the next column. 

К is best to explore your options with your 
surgeon, medical oncologist and radiation 
‘oncologist as a team upon your diagnosis, for 
indeed, no one doctor knows all the answers. 


ee 
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NIHONGO Center Foundation’s Dr. Melinda Doña, Beatriz Mojica, Marites Doña, Genie 
Ferma and Yoshinoya's Tato Borromeo 


PAROKYA 
ni Edgar 
members get 
their coffee 

j fixfor the day. 


АКЫ 


FRANCIS Guevarra of EMI Records and 
еп Bancoro of Nestlé Philippines 


(FROM foreground) Carmen Roxas, Milo Bondoc, Terry Tambunting; Mimi Valerio, co-chair 

Ane Preysler, chair Nikki Valerio, CWC president Tessie Rodrigo, co-chair Marilen Elizalde, 

Nene Leonor; Letty Hahn, Carmen Mantecon, Rose Marie Lazaro, Baby Gloria, Linda 

Pastoral, Tess Castro, Myrna Borromeo, Charrie Lim, Shirley Uy, Nonie Basilio and Chloe 
lizalde and Karen Macasaet 
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- MOI and L Timestudio’s 
VICKY Belo and Hayden Kho 


president Ivan Yao 


BUBBLES Paraiso and 
Phoemela Barranda 
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nabala Tree 
"Рома 


FOLLOWING Japanese custom, people write their wishes on pieces 
of paper and hang them on Yoshinoya's Tanabata tree in Mall of Asia's 


entrances. 


YOSHINOYA operations chief Logie Logarta 


with the staff of the newly opened Yoshinoya- 


Mall of Asia 


MEMBERS of the Ongaku Society and Juujiro J-Culture Organization 


A Japanese celebration 


REAT NEWS FOR 

all of us die-hard fol- 

lowers of the popular 
Yoshinoya. 

The Japanese fastfood chain 
opened its sixth branch at the SM 
Mall of Asia with a Japanese-theme 
celebration, palanggas, featuring all 
the things people love about Japan. 
Yoshinoya is known for its mouth- 
watering gyudon USDA choice beef 
and chicken simmered with onions 
іп a special blend of herbs and 
spices, then heaped on steaming 
fluffy rice. 

‘Moi had to hitch a ride to get to 
the mall, but moi arrived in time to 
listen to that young, brilliant new 
guard of the Po famille, Leo Po, 
Yoshinoya's business unit head, say, 
“We're very pleased because the 
opening of our new branch coincid- 
ed with the Mall of Asia's ‘Nihon Wo 
‘Tanoshimou’ (Lets Enjoy Japan) 
celebration. As always, Japanese 
food lovers can expect the same 
goodness and quality they've en- 
joyed from Yoshinoya in this new 
restaurant.” 

Yoshinoya's Century Pacific hot- 
shot executives led by chair Ricar- 
do Po Sr, vice chair Ricardo Po Jr. 
and Leo, natch, were all present 
and accounted for, palanggas. 

Mall manager Perkin So, assis- 
tant mall manager Shirley Abugan, 
and group brand manager Sean 
Reyes were busy as bees entertain- 
ing here, there and everywhere. 

‘Aside from the Mall of Asia, you 
will find Yoshinoya at Park Square 
1 in Ayala Center; SM Megamall, 
SM City North Edsa, Robinsons 
Galleria and Greenhills Shopping 
Center. 


-| coffee 

It was another real fun launch, so 
many fun personas got together to 
enjoy the one thing they had in 
common, palanggas— drinking cof- 
fee. 

Naturellement, the biggest star of 
the event was Nescafé Classic 3-in- 
1, “the perfect companion.” Moi 
asked why the perfect companion? 
The answer was “because with it, 
you can enjoy a good cup of coffee 
anytime, anywhere.” 

Explained brilliant Chris Cahilig, 
an avid coffee drinker who needs a 
caffeine fix throughout the day, 
dahlings, “Actually, we've noticed 


DINGDONG Dantes 
and Karylle 


WITHOUT 
BATTING 
AN EYELASH 
at 
DAY 


Maurice EE 
Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


not only adults drink Nescafé 3-in- 
1. [Despite] the barrage of other in- 
stant-coffee brands... and the 
mushrooming of coffee houses in 
every comer of the metro, many 
people—office workers, students, 
even housewives and execu- 
tives— [keep] a stock of Nescafé 3- 
in-1 sachets. It has a flavorful taste 
and rich aroma, unlike other brands 
whose coffee tastes artificially en- 
hanced.” 

As one of the press persona pre- 
sent told moi, “It’s real coffee." 

Check it out, palanggas. It's sup- 
posed to be “quick and fuss-free.” 


Christmas bazaar 

It is October already, only two 
months to go before Christmas, 
palanggas, and Christmas bazaars 
are mushrooming. 

Getting the holiday events rolling 
are the Catholic Women’s Club with 
its annual Casa y Jardin bazaar to 
be held at the ballroom of Hotel In- 
tercontinental Oct. 14 and 21. Pro- 
ceeds of these bazaars go to CWC's 
over 100 charities, palanggas. 

The bazaar will feature, among 
others, the limited-edition Mother 
& Child porcelain plate. The 22nd 
in the series is done by renowned 
arist Tam Austria, no less, 
dahlings. 

‘Another attraction is the sale of 
maid's uniforms sewn by women 
who trained through CWC's initia- 
tive. The club built a social hall and 
bought sewing machines to provide 
employment to housewives at the 
Gawad Kalinga community in 
Manille. 

Under the leadership of president 
Tessie Rodrigo, Nikki Valerio is 
mega chair of the bazaar. Co-chairs 
are Marilen Elizalde and Ane 
Preysler. 

CWC was able to build three 
pavilions at the Elsie Gaches Village 
for the mentally handicapped from 
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LTIMESTUDIO 
executives, 
managing director 
Emerson Yao, 


head of 


international sales 
and marketing 
Frank Lam (second 
from right) and 
tvan Yao (right), 
with rapper 
Francis Magalona 
and Tim Yap 


various fund-raising activities. 


Ultra hot party 

It was the hottest happening of 
the week, dahlings. One of today’s 
most dynamic international brands 
of designer watches unveiled Tim 
Yap's o.d.m. Limited-Edition Watch 
Tat the Rockwell Tent. 

By the time Anton San Diego 
and moi dashed in, the Rock tent 
was packed with our town’s hottest 
trend-setters, some 205 of the 
most beautiful faces in the party 
scene. 

We were welcomed by hotshot 
executives of 1, Timestudio, exclu- 
sive distributor of o.d.m. in the 
Philippines—Ivan Yao, president; 
managing director Emerson Yao 
and Lorenz Manalang, marketing 
manager. 

Frank Lam, o.d.m. head of inter- 
national sales and marketing, jetted 
in from Hong Kong to be at this fab 
event, palanggas. 

“This is an absolute celebration 
of Pinoy pride,” a visibly pleased 
Lam said. “This watch embodies the 
design ideals of o.d.m., original, dy- 
namic and minimalist!” 

While we circulated and sipped 
our cocktails, tall, gorgeous models 
dressed in black and white moved 
around showing off the limited-edi- 
tion o.d.m. watch. 

True to the events "A Proud 
Pinoy 24/7" theme, rapper Francis 
M. belted out his '90s Tagalog гар 
song "Mga Kababayan." 

Proudly wearing their limited- 
edition o.d.m. watches while par- 
tying hard were television and 
fashion personalities Phoemela 
Barranda, Issa Litton, Kat Alano, 
fashionable Celine Lopez, super 
adorable twosome Joey Mead and 
Tan King, Brent Javier; beautiful 
lovers stylish Divine Lee and 
handsome Adriano Cartullanes, 
and the one-of-a-kind Vicky Belo 
of the popular Belo Medical Group 
with her favorite man, Dr. Hayden 
Kho; plus tons of others too gor- 
geous and trendy to mention, 
palanggas. 

This eye-catching must-have, the 
iconic watch, comes in black with 
its signature Philippine map in gold 
and the words “Super Pilipinas” 
embossed on the bracelet. 

It also has the patriotic scrolling 
LCD display “I'm Super Proud to be 
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& A on the bitter, the 
sweet and the smooth 


OF COURSE THE TRUTH CAN SET 
you free. But more than that, it can 
о make you healthier and sexier. 
Most often asked questions by 
Деп and women on the street take 
ènter stage now. So, maybe the an- 
ler to that question that has been 
Tnagging you for years is here. 
- Q: Is virgin coconut oil (УСО) 
‘fattening? If so, will it clog my ar- 
1епез? 
Z Perhaps you have tried nearly ev- 

Ту possible diet. If none has worked 
for you, maybe it is time you gave 
the humble coconut a chance. 

In her book “The Coconut Diet,” 
“Cherie Calbom proclaims the won- 
ders of a coconut diet that largely us- 
es coconut oil for cooking and 
preparing meals. 

My own personal experience in- 
‘volved drinking up to four table- 
“Spoons of VCO on an empty stomach 

before breakfast, combined with a 
low carbohydrate diet. 

Over the next 3-6 months, it may 
prove to be the best weight loss food 
regimen you can adopt. Add an ac- 
tive fitness lifestyle (exercise three 
times a week) and you will never 
gain a pound or add inches to your 
waistline. 

Dr. Vermen Verallo, noted derma- 
tologist who was written extensively 
on VCO, is a great admirer of this 
wondrous oil as skin moisturizer 
when used in moderate amounts. 

Dr. Conrado Dayrit, considered the 
Father of VCO for championing and 
promoting its health benefits, swears 

: by its efficacy. “It doesn't clog the ar- 
` teries. Instead, VCO is absorbed by 
the body within 20 minutes and con- 
verted into energy almost instantly. 
In short, it does not turn into fat be- 
cause it is made up of MCTs—medi- 
um chain triglycerides: 


Todo 

Use coconut oil for cooking. It is 
the healthy choice and its smoking 
point is exceptional, allowing it to 
reach high temperature levels in 
cooking without turning toxic. Ithas 
a higher heat tolerance level than 
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olive oil. 

Q: How does VCO help burn fat? 

It is called thermogenesis, the rate 
at which the human body burns fuel 
for energy. MCTs have a unique abili- 
ty to increase the rate at which your 
‘own body burns fat for fuel. There- 
fore, it revs up the engine within 
you—your metabolism. 

Atip 

Want to detoxify and lose weight? 
‘Try eating coconuts for a day. Have 
salads using VCO and lemon. If you 
do this once a week for one month 
you will notice weight loss and a 
brighter complexion. 

Q: Is it true the more bitter the 
food, the healthier? 

Ina sense, yes. In earlier medical 
practice, “bitters” were given to pa- 
tients to increase appetite and stim- 
ulate circulation. Today, this belief 
holds true. 

‘The Philippines abounds in am- 
palaya (bitter gourd), hailed as a di- 
abetic’s natural medicine. The bitter 
taste of this fruit/vegetable/herb 
comes from momordicin. Using the 
dried leaves, fruits and seeds of am- 
palaya can help prevent or control 
types 1 and 2 diabetes when com- 
bined with a healthy lifestyle. 

"To lower blood sugar safely, you 
may consider adding ampalaya to 
your diet. Eating it fresh may also 
give you its many benefits such as 
stimulation of insulin release, re- 
newal of cells, increased glucose up- 
take (the absorption of substance) in 
muscles, increased bowel move- 
ment, improvement of psoriasis/in- 
fertility and stronger resistance to 
infection. 

Note: Consult you doctor if you 
are pregnant or have liver disease or 
are hypersensitive to can- 
taloupe/melon. Since preventive 
care is what we should adopt, if you 
havea history of diabetes in the fam- 
ily, consider making ampalaya a reg- 
ular supplement. 

Those who have the following 
symptoms should take a closer look 
at their health condition: frequent 
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thirst and urination, sugar cravings, 
mood swings, constipation, fatigue. 

А good friend, Louie Chincuanco, 
who was 35 ‘pounds overweight, 
feverishly researched on the best 
way to lose weight while addressing 
his body aches/pains/fatigue. 

His own miracle juice follows: 


Wonder Juice 

Va ampalaya, green bell pepper, 
cucumber 

1-3 stalks celery 

1 small tooth garlic 

Yared apple 

Blender all (remove skins of ap- 
ple, pepper and cucumber). 

Drink on an empty stomach 
(preferably twice а day). If you have 
а health challenge, take three times 
daily. 

Suggestion: Complement this reg- 
imen with two cups of apple cider 
vinegar tea (2 teaspoons vinegar 
and a cup of warm water) twice dai 
ly to speed up your cleansing regi- 
men. 

Louie has not gotten sick for 11 
years now and has lost his excess 
weight. For free handouts call 
7111156 to 58 or visit www.well- 
nesscare.bravehost.com 

Q: What is an effective home- 
made body scrub for glowing 
skin? 


Cory's Concoction 

va ampalaya (de-seeded)—place 
in blender till smooth 

З tbsp sugar, Ya coconut water, Ye 
lemon (juiced), 2 tbsp VCO 

Mix all ingredients. Scrub your 
body from the neck down. Shower 
immediately. Rub VCO after show- 
er 


Affirming joy 

Repeat as often as you can today: 

“Heaven's door opens. And God 
laughs with me.” 

Love and light! 

“Forever Young,” the Filipino ver- 
sion, is available at National Book- 
store/Powerbooks. Christmas orders 
accepted. 
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Hypnosis and breast enlargement 


THE AVERAGE FILIPINO'S EXPOSURE 
to hypnosis is with a stage magician or 
entertainer who hypnotizes a subject, 
usually a woman, by dangling a pendu- 
lum in front of her, and making her 
body stiff or rigid. 

While in that rigid state, the woman 
is carried by two assistants who careful- 
lylayher head on one chair and her feet 
on another chair 

The sleeping woman's body stays 
rigid and does not fall. Then the magi- 
cian walks on top of her stomach with- 
out her exhibiting any discomfort and 
pain. 

‘Afterwards he wakes her up and she 
does not remember anything that tran- 
spired. She is completely unhurt, 

In another common demonstration, 
a hypnotist makes a subject forget a 
certain number and then makes the 
subject count while he is awake. 

‘The subject is puzzled why he cannot 
remember or say that particular num- 
ber the hypnotist told him to forget. 
When the suggestion is removed, the 
subject is then able to recall the num- 
ber. 


Medical tool 

Mauch less commonly known, howev- 
er, is the use of hypnosis in medicine. In 
some countries abroad, dental extrac- 
tion or even surgical operation has 
been performed while the patient is un- 
der hypnosis. No anesthetic is used. Yet 
the patient feels no pain at all. 

Another branch of this practice is 
called Forensic Hypnosis. This is used 
in crime detection and resolution. A 
victim or a witness to a crime is hypno- 
tized to recall a detail that he/she does 
notremember in the waking state. 

Under hypnosis, the forgotten detail 
is recalled completely and the crime is 
solved. 

Hypnosis has also been successfully 
used to heal warts and an ugly and in- 
curable skin disease called “fish skin 
disease.” 

Here is a report on how a British doc- 
torcured a 16-year-old boy's congenital 
and incurable fish skin disease through 
hypnosis. 

“In the boy's first session under hyp- 
nosis, the doctor, A.C. Mason, told him. 
to focus on his left arm and to see the 
skin becoming normal. In five days the 
hardened layer of skin on the left arm 
softened and fell off. 

“During succeeding sessions the im- 
provements were dramatic and rapid. 
Both arms cleared, 90 percent of the 
skin on the boy's back cleared, 50 to 70 
percent of the skin on his buttocks, 
thighs and legs cleared. 

“Then there were по further 
changes, despite repeated sessions of 
hypnosis. For whatever reason, the 
treatment had run its course.” 

Mason’s unbelievable results were 


published in the British Medical Jour- 
nal and attracted a lot of attention. 
Three doctors investigated and con- 
firmed Mason’s reported results. 


Not unique 

‘Theodore Barber was a psychologist 
who investigated the phenomenon of 
hypnosis for many years. He consid- 
ered hypnosis as simply a “heightened 
state of suggestibility" and not a unique 
state of consciousness as proposed by 
other researchers. 

By suggestion, Barber meant, “a state | 
in which individuals give full credence 
to statements they hear about them- 
selves and their capacities.” 

According to Barber, there are some 
people who do not need an actual past 
experience “to evoke precise physical 
changes in their bodies.” It is enough 
that they have good imagination and 
believe the hypnotist’s suggestions. 

For example, he showed that a hyp- 
notized subject could reduce the blood 
flow after tooth extraction by 65 per- 
cent less compared to non-hypnotized 
patients. 

So what else can hypnosis do? Many 
Filipino women will like the answer to 
this: It can enlarge breasts of women! 
That is right. 

Barber reported that a total of 70 
women, using a hypnotic suggestion, 
“increased their breast sizes an average 
of 14 inches in 12 weeks.” 

How did they do it? 

“The women were told to imagine 
warm water flowing over their breasts 
or warm towels covering them or the 
sun or a heat lamp shining on them, 
and to imagine that their breasts are be- 
‘coming warm, tingling, pulsating and 
that they are growing. They were i 
structed to give themselves these sug- 
gestions during sessions of self-hypno- 
sis at home.” 

‘And their breasts enlarged. 

However, not all suggestions succeed 
in inducing physical changes in the 
body. The subjects must firmly believe 
in the suggestions made to make them 
work and they must be able to slow 
down their brain waves to the alpha 
level, a meditative and relaxed state. 

In my inner mind development class- 
es, I suggest that visualization for 
health purposes be done for at least 15 
minutes, three times a day for best re- 
sults. 

T have not yet tried using hypnosis, 
suggestion, or visualization on my fe- 
male students for the purpose of breast 
enlargement, but maybe this is one ap- 
plication worth experimenting with. 

Note: Soulmates, Karma and Rein- 
camation seminar will be held 

p-m., Oct. 13; and Basic ESP & Intu- 
ition Development 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Oct. 
27-28. For details please call 8107245, 
8926806. 
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ANA Ivanovic 


Women of tennis 


MOBILE PHONE MAKER 
Sony Ericsson captures the 
hidden depths of today's rising 
tennis stars through the lens of 
ace photographer Jason Bell. 

The global Women’s Tennis 
Association (WTA) unveils the 
inspiring stories and rare and 
fascinating gifts of the tours 
hottest young players Severine 
Brémond, Zheng Jie, Maria Kir- 
ilenko, Jelena Jankovic, 
Camille Pin, and Ana Ivanovic. 

The players traded in their 
rubber shoes and racquets for 
chic threads for the Sony Eric- 
sson WTA Tour iconic photo 
shoot, 

The mobile phone maker, 
the biggest sponsor of wom- 
en's sport worldwide, com- 

sioned the iconic images in 


an effort to take tennis to a 
new audience by highlighting 
the players’ passions and per- 
sonalities beyond their on- 
court performances. 

Bremond has loved classical 
music before she walked into 
atennis court. 

She even dreamed of be- 
coming a concert pianist. 

Zheng, a graduate of Si 
Chuan Sports Academy, has 
three Sony Ericsson WTA Tour 
singles titles under her belt. 
She wants to encourage the 
young to take up the sport. 

Kirilenko attributes her 
graceful executions to her 
dance background. 

She has done ballet, ball- 
room and partner dancing. 

Serbian Jankovic, currently 


passion 
lens. 


waters 


against 


Visit 


no, 3 in the Sony Ericsson 
WTA Tour, wants to let her 


She says it is fun to do any- 
thing that takes the mind off 
of tennis. 

Away from the tennis court, 
Pin gets her needed surge of 
adventure underwater She 
has a passion for water sports 
like diving, wakeboarding and 


8. 
Ivanovic had her career 


defining moment in the 2006 
Montreal 


ssonwtatour.com. 
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loose in front of the 


Finals, winning 
former Wimbledon 


champion Martina Hingis. 
‘The teenager is out to conquer 
the tour one swing at a time. 
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T'S THE SEASON FOR “RETROACTIVE 
Е true confessions,” starting with 
Dennis Trillo’s belated admission that 
he is the father of Carlene Aguilar’s baby. It 
took Dennis a while to summon up the ге- 
solve to admit to the child's paternity, possi- 
bly because he was nervous about how the 
admission could affect his stellar career. 

It could then have been pointed out to 
him that Piolo Pascual has also had to own 
up to having fathered a love child, and yet 
he’s remained popular even with female 
fans—who, in the distant past, could have 
felt “betrayed” by such a “shocking” revela- 
tion from their imagined screen 
“boyfriend.” 

So, if Dennis plays his cards right after being 
man enough to own up to Carlene's baby's pa- 
ternity he could similarly be “forgiven” by his 
fans—and all would be well with his world. 

Pretty much the same thing happened to Va- 
lerie Concepcion, whose belatedly admitted 
single motherhood initially affected her career 
some years ago, but she's since bounced back. 

This should boost the optimistic expecta- 
tions of another recent "ue confessor" 
Camille Prats, who's gone to the States to 
await the delivery of her own love child. 


Reality check 

Yes, there's stellar life even after an unwant- 
ed pregnancy, even if the star involved opts to 
remain single afterwards. 

In Camille's case, the “shock value" was 
more intense than usual because she started 
her acting career as a cute, litle child star But, 
hey time for a reality check: Even winsome 
screen moppets grow up, fall in love and learn 
about the birds and the bees. 

The most unexpected “retroactive stellar 
true confession” this season is the one that 
Snooky Serna recently made on “Show Biz 
Central": She up and revealed that when she 
was only 14 years old, she was raped by an ac- 
tor 

‘The revelation threw viewers for a loop be- 
cause it was so ate after the fact—and because, 
at 14, Snooky was one of the show biz’s sunni- 
est young stars, so you would never think that 
such a dastardly act could have been inflicted 
оп her—and by an actor, yet. 

Naturally, people want to know the identity 
of the guilty luminary, but Snooky has opted to 
remain silent on that score—and, indeed, 


Jessica Alba 
tries comedy 


LOS ANGELES—IN HER LATEST 
movie, Jessica Alba falls into a penguin 
pond, stabs Dane Cook with a dental 
tool and accidentally tears off her skirt 
by closing it in a car door. 

‘Alba plays Cam, a clumsy penguin- 
keeper who captures Cook's heart in 
“Good Luck Chuck.” 

The role represents a departure for 
Alba, who gained fame as an action 
star — first on TV's “Dark Angel,” 
then in films such as “Fantastic Four” 
and “Sin City.” 
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about everything else related to the crime, ex- 
cept for the fact that it happened “at home.” 

So why has Snooky decided to go public 
about the rape, many years after it transpired? 
Because, she says, she wants “closure.” But, 
how much closure can you get if the belated 
revelation is as partial as this? 

Well, that’s neither here nor there, as far as 
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the actress is concerned. Par- 
tial or not, it works for her. 
However, others want to 
know more—not just out of a 
gossip mentality, but because 
they feel the guilty should be 
exposed and punished, or at 
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the very least censured, to dis- 
suade other would-be viola- 
tors from victimizing young 
people. 

Since that key information 
isn't presently available, how- 
ever, we have to end this piece 
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with the hope that Snooky has 
indeed moved on, Even better, 
we trust that she will soon be 
given a chance to revitalize 
her TV-film career, because 
she's one of the better actress- 
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CINEMALAYA 2007 Winner - 
Best Screenplay 


The mysterious death of a young 

village lass leads to the investigation 

of those who knew her and what they 

may have to gain from her death. Told 

from the perspectives of the different. 
characters, the film examines. 

4 to varying 


Robinsons Movieworld 
OCTOBER 03 to 09 


10 ROGUE ASSASSIN 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


1 RESIDENT EVIL 3 


1230 250 510 730 1000 


2 KNOCKED UP 
‘Sneak Preview 


5 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
1230 250 510 725 1000 


3 DECEMBER BOYS 
1200 200 400 600 800 1000 


6 WEDDING DAZE 
1230 230 $10 730 1000 


4NO RESERVATION 
1230 250 510 730 1000 


7 ANG LALAKE sa PAROLA 
1200 200 4:00 600 800 1000 


exc UA ees 20 p 
nir 


Robinsons Movieworld El 
October 03 to 09 


RMITA 


“Ang Lalake sa Parola" offers a haunling yet insightful gimpse into one 
‘man’s struggle lo discover his true self in a world caught between fantasy 
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Jessica Alba tries comedy sompe 


The 26-year-old actress, whose current crop of projects in- 
cludes a horror film and a romantic comedy with Mike Myers, 
talked with The Associated Press about her dream career, her 
role model and plans to go into other aspects of show business. 


What drew you to the role in “Good Luck Chuck”? 
loved the girl in this film. I liked that she was, you know, the 
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Richard Ron 


Watch him bring back the classics, 
with hits from Tony Bennett, 
Frank Sinatra, Rod Stewart, 
Harry Connick, Jr. and more. 


Every Tuesday at 8PM 
Eastwood Fuente Circle 


moral center and the good girl. 


Were you looking for a comedic pro- 
ject? 

Yeah, I've always loved to make people 
laugh and it was the way that I sort of 
broke the ice when I was a kid with my 
friends. I'd always do little skits, do any- 
thing to make people laugh. 


Did you always want to be an actor? 

Туе always loved entertaining. It's kind 
of in my blood. There's a bunch of theater 
actors and artists, painters, sculptors in 
my family. Гуе always loved watching 
movies, the idea of being able to enter- 
tain the masses, the power of that. 


Do you have any career role models? 
Definitely Drew (Barrymore). Working 
with her (on “Never Been Kissed”) when I 


was 16 and seeing how she absolutely 
loves what she does and is still totally in- 
spired, yeah, she definitely has been a 
role model. 
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Do you also want to go into producing, 
writing and directing? 

Definitely producing. 1 wouldn't say 
writing and directing. That's a whole oth- 
er beast. I respect a) writers and b) direc- 
tors way too müch to think that I could 
just go in and just write up a little script. 
People dedicate their lives to telling sto- 
ries. 
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What would you be doing if, you 
weren't an actor? 

I would probably want to be a docu- 
mentary filmmaker, and be able to use 
documentaries and in an entertaining 
way (make) thought-provoking commen- 
taries on social issues that are going on in 
the world. 
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CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
‘Alabang Town Center - 842 2782: T72 1850 
Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 534? lor. 324 
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Nescafe: Soundskool 
October 13; Activity Center 
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E Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
R YOU 


‘August - December 2007 


For inquiries, pls. сай 887-0710 or visit www.repertory-philippines.com 
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HYBRIDITY: Mark Lewis Higgins 
‘September 18 to October 28, 2007; Ground Floor 
For more info, pls. call 757-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or émall museum. inquiryGayalamuseum org 
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Rhythm Academy: Rachel Alejandro 
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